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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joun P. FRIEND, a resi-
dent of Louisa, in the county of Lawrence and
State of Kentucky, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Hand-Barrows;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it pertains to make and use the
same,

My invention pertains to that class of ad-
justable hand-barrows that grasp boxes, bar-
rels, and similar articles with a yielding press-
ure, the objeet being to provide a simple and
inexpensive device that is capable of embrae-
ing'packages of various dimenbsions.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view showing the connecting-chain
partly wound. Tig. 2 isa side view of the de-
vice as used. Tig. 3 is a side view of a modi-
fied form having a caster in one end of each
bar. v

A represents a pair of bars, made of wood
or other suitable material, and of any desired
length. Each bar is provided with spurs b,
projecting from its surface, for the purpose of
engaging the sides of a barrel, box, or other
package when in contact therewith. The
chains C connect the bars at corresponding
points near their extremities, and the bars
project beyond said ecnnecting-pointsso as to
form handles d.

In using my device it is generally placed
down over the barrel or box, as shown in Fig.
2, and the bars, as viewed frorm above, rotated
axially toward each other. This movement
causes the chains to wind around the bars
until the latter come in contact with the paek-
age to be embraced, and at this point the spurs
engage the sides of the package, when by lift-
ing the handles the weight of the package will
tend to still further rotate the bars so as to
bring them closer together, thereby causing
the spurs to sink farther into the sides of the
package and thus secure a firmer hold. The
bars are released from the package by rotat-
ing them in the opposite direction. The de-
viee may also be used to carry barrels by roll-
ing them on the chains so as to be approxi-
mately parallel with the bars.

In Fig. 8 I show a modified form in which

two ends of the bars are provided with cast-
ers, so that when a barrel is rolled upon the
chains and properly grasped by bringing the
spurs in contact with the sides, the handles
opposite to those provided with casters are
gripped and elevated, and the truck with the
barrel is wheeled to any desired place.

Thus far I have shown and deseribed the
bars as provided with spurs; bat I do not wish
to be understood as coufining myself tothis
particalar form, for I have found that the
spurs are not absolutely essential, and in some
cases they cannot be used to advantage. In
such instancesT use the bars without the spurs,
and again bave the bars slightly roughened
or strips of rubber attached at intervals so as
to afford frictional econtact.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim— '

1. In a hand-barrow, the combination of a
pair of parallel bars and chains connecting
said bars at corresponding points, said bars
projecting beyond said chains to serve as han-
dles, and each bar heing independently revo-
luble on its own axis.

2. In a hand-barrow, the eombination of a
pair of parallel bars provided with spurs, and
chaing conneeting said bars at corresponding
points and adapted to grasp a barrel, box, or
similar article, each bar being capable of in-
dependent axial rotation.

3. In a hand-barrow, the combination of a
pair of parallel bars having castersin two ends
thereof, and chains connecting said bars ab
corresponding points, each bar independently
capable of complete axial rotation.

4. The combination of a pair of parallel
bars provided with spurs projecting from their
surfaces, said bars having casters in two ends
thereof, and capable of a complete revolution
independent of each other, and chains con-
necting said bars at corresponding points, all
substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses.

JOHN P. FRIEND.
Witnesses:
R. A, STONE,
A. J. CoNLEY.
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