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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK L. AKERLEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Pough-
keepsie, in the county of Dutchess and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Suspenders; and Ido
hereby deelare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
itappertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
suspenders in which the braces where they
pass over the shouiders of the wearer are pro-
vided with what may be described in brief as
a ‘‘bias’’ splice,or,in moretechnical language,
as an “overlap-edge’ joint of the diagonally-
bisected web; and the objects of my improve-
ments are, first, to fit the suspender to the form
in such a way as to give freedom and ease to
the wearer; and, second, to prevent the usnal
tendency inthe braces toslip off the shoulder,
especially when the wearer is without his vest.

I attain these objects by the device illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing my
suspender in position from the front. Fig. 2
is a similar rear view of my improvement in
position, and Fig. 3 is a plan view showing
fuller details of my suspender,

Similarlettersrefer tosimilar parts through-
out the views.

In the drawings, A represents the usual
Junction of the braces at the back; B, one of
the braces, and C the other, both in front of
the bias splice or jointof the webbing; B and
C, the same, respeetively, back of the web-
bing-joint; I, the single back-strap; I, the
buckle for adjusting the length of the back-
strap; I, an adjustable cross-strap in front;
(4, the bias splice or joint; «, the button on
one end of F; «' «, the holes in brace B for
the insertion of the button a, and b the spring-
clip for fastening the other end of strap F to
the web C.

The main feature of my invention is, as in-
dicated, the diagonal joint in the brace on the
shoulder, whereby the tendency toward caus-
ing the brace to slip off the shoulder is in
great part obviated. This, applied to the or-
dinary form of webbing suspender, will in al-
most every instance prevent its slipping from
the shoulder; but in cases where it is desired
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to obviate any possible slipping where one is
engaged in work, tending to displace the sus-
pender-straps, I have invented, in connection
with my main feature of the invention, a far-
ther safeguard consisting of a dctachable eross-
strap,also adjustable both vertically and hori-
zontally,to be worn at pleasure in front,across
the ehest, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings,
This may be joined in the center by buckle, as
shown in Fig. 1, or by button, as shown in
Fig. 3, and may be allowed to hang with either
end, as shown by dotted line from b in Fig. 1.
Clipslike b, or buttons like ¢, may be on either
sides or both sides, and the cross-strap may
thus be worn lower or higher, according to
the cut of the vest in front.

In order to permit of the adjustment of the
diagonal joints G to their proper position upon
the wearer, I provide in eonuection therewith
a back-strap, D, adjustable in length by the
buckle 1. These two features of the adjusta-
ble and detachable cross strap in front and the
adjustable vertical back-strap are serviceable
adjunets of my invention of the diagonal joints
on the shoulder in cases where the oceupation
of the wearer is espeecially liable to displace
the suspenders and where the size of the wear-
ers dilfers mwaterially; but, if preferred, the
suspenders may be made without the buckle
I or the cross-strap IF and be made in the man-
ner of the common cheap suspender, with the
exceplious of my bias splice or diagonal joint
of the webbing at the shoulder, which will
serve in all ovdinary cases to keep the sus-
pender in place and yet permit the freedom
and comfort of movement to the body, which
are not to be had in the more complicated so-
called “shounlder-braces’ now in.the market.

‘What I elaim, therefore, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— -

A suspender or pair of snspenders having
the shounlder straps formed of webbing or any
suitable material biseeted diagonally over the
shoulders and united edge to edge, substan-
tially as and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

FRANK L. AKERLEY,

Witnesses:
SI1LAS WODELL,

CHARLES W. H. ARNOLD.
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