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To all whom ié may concerr:

Be it known that I, WIiLLiaM WRIGHT, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk, State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented a certain new and

5 useful Improvement in Bottle - Stoppers, of
which the followingisa description sufficiently
full, clear, and exact to enable any person
skilled in the art or seience to which said in-
vention appertains to make and use the same,

1o reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a decanter or
cruet provided with my improved stopper;

15 Fig. 2, a side elevation of the stopper and a
portion of the neck of the decanter, the stop-
per being represented as open; and Fig. 3 a
side elevation, partially in section, of thestop-
per detached and closed.

Like letters and figures of reference indicate
corresponding partsin the different figures of
the drawings,

My invention relates to that class of bottle-
stoppers which are automatic or self-closing;
25 and it consists in certain novel features, as
hereinafter fully set forth and claimed, the
object being to produce asimpler, cheaper, and
more effective device of this character than is
now in ordinary use.

The nature and operation of the improve-
ment will be readily understood by all con-
versant with such matters from the following
explanation.

In the drawings, A represents an ordinary
35 decanter or cruet, and B the stopper consid-

ered as a whole. The body of the stopper, or
stopper proper, consists of a metallic tabe, z,
which is provided with a metallic top or cap,
m, and surrounded or incased by acork bush-
40 ing, d, to enable it to be fitted tightly in the
neck of the vessel with which itis used. Pro-
jecting vertically from the center of the cap
m there is a tube or nozzle, ¢, the lower end of
which opens into the tube x. A cap, C, is
45 provided for closing the upper end of thenoz-
zle t, said cap having two vertically-project-
ing arms, %, which are pivoted at » tothe op-
posite sides of said nozzle and provided with
plates or weights z, which act by gravitation
50 to open or close the stopper, as the case may
be. The upper end or mouth, 4, of the nozzle
is curved and forms the arc of a circle of
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which the pivots v are the center. The cap

C is correspondingly curved and forms the are
of a slighfly-larger circle than the mouth of 3g
the nozzle.

In the use of my improvement the stopper
is inserted in the neck of the decanter, cruet,
orother vessel with which it is employed, as
shown in Fig. 1, and when said decanter is 6o
erect or stands in a vertical position, the
weights 2 will cause the cap C to close the
wmouth /; but when the decanter is tipped or
turned down to pour out its contents the
weight =z will fall and open the stopper iu a 65
manner that will be readily understood by all
conversant with such matters without a more
explicit deseription. To preventthe weights
from falling too far when the decanter is
tipped, and thus interfering with the stream 7¢
of lignid as it is poured out, the cap Cis pro-
vided with a projection or stop, 4, on each of
its opposite sides midway between the arms
k, oue of said stops coming into contact with
the side of the nozzle ¢ and stopping the de- 7:
scent of the weights before they pass down-
ward far enough to permit the liguid to strike
them, thus enabling the decanter to be turned
into a vertical position, or upside down, if
necessary.

Having thus explained my invention, what
I ciaim is—

1. In a bottle-stopper, the stopper proper,
@, the nozzle ¢, connected with the stopper «,
and provided with the curved mouth %, and 85
the curved eap C, provided with the pendent
arms k, having the weights 2z at their lower
ends, said arms being pivoted to the sides of
the nozzle, all constructed, combined, and
arranged to operate substantially as set forth. go

2. In a bottle-stopper, the stopper proper,

x, provided with the cap m and bushing d,
the nozzle £, connected with the stopper «, and
provided with the curved mouth %, and the
curved cap C, provided with the stops ¢ and gs
arms k, having the weights z, said arms being
pivoted to the nozzle, all constructed, com-
bined, and arranged to operate substantially
as set forth.
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