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Io ail whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jouwn T. Boy, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Syracuse, in
the county of Onondaga and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Folding Tables; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear,and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
folding table. Fig. 2 is an end view of the
same. KFig. 3 is a bottom plan view showing
thelegs folded up against the under side of the
table, and Fig. 4 is a detail side view of one
of the folding legs with a portion thereof
broken away to more clearly illustrate the
manner of securing the rotating rod thereto.

Similar letters of reference denote corre-
sponding parts in the several views.

My invention has relation to folding tables
which are more especially adapted for the use
of seamstresses; and it has for its object to
provide a light but durable table which, when
not in use, may be folded in such a manner as
to oceupy but a small space.

To this end my invention consists in the im-
proved construetion and combination of parts
of the same, as will be hereinafter more fully
set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter A
denotes the top of the table, to the nnderside
of which and near the ends thereof are rigidly
secured the cross-pieces B, to the inner sides
of which are hinged the legs D, two at each
end of the table-top.

Secured to the outer edges of the upper por-
tions of these legs are two boards, E, which
project with their upper edges beyond the
upper ends of the legs. When the table is
in use, these boards bear with their upper
edges against the under side of the table-top,
and bear with theirinner sides or faces against
the outer sides or faces of the cross-pieces I,
the object of which construction will be pres-
Each set of the legs D are

formed near their upper ends with deep re-
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cesses or sockets IF, (shown more clearly in
TFig. 4 of the drawings,) and in which are se-
cured the ends of the connecting-rods G by
means of the serews I eutering the said sock-
ets from the opposite sides of the legs and
screwing into the ends of the rods, thus en-
abling the same to rotate in their bearings.

Rigidly secured to the intermediate por-
tions of these rods are braces I, formed at their
free ends with longitudinal ¢losed slots J.

I denotes a bracket secured to the under
side of the table-top, and throngh which is
formed a transverse aperture, I, which regis-
ters with the slots in the ends of the braces,
which areateachside of the bracket. Through

‘the aperture of the bracket and the slots of

the braces passes a Dolt, M, and upon its
threaded end is serewed a wing or tightening-
nut, N, for clamping the parts together. A
washer, O, is placed upon the bolt at that end
having the tightening-nut and prevents the
said nuts working direetly against the brace,
which of course wounld mar if.

When the legs are swung out to assume a
vertieal position, the upper edges and the in-
ner sides of the boards I contact, respectively,
with the under side of the table-top and with
the outer sides of the eross-pieces B, thus pre-
venting the legs being swung too far out, and
also preventing undue strain upon the hinges.
The tightening-nut is now scerewed home, thus
clamping the slotted ends of the braces firmly
to the bracket. While in this position it will
be seen that the legs are firmly held in place
by the braces. "Now, when it is desired to
fold the legs beneath the table, as shown in
Fig. 3, the tightening-nut is loosened and the
legs swung under, causing the rods to rotate
in the sockets or recesses of the legs and the
slotted ends of the braces to slide upon the
bolt. After thelegs have been folded beneath
the under side of the table-top, they are se-
curely clamped and held in place by tighten-
ing the wing-nut, as above deseribed; and it
will be seen that while in this posibion it will
occupy but a small space, and will conse-
quently be out of the way when placed against
the wall or in a corner of a room.

In folding tables heretofore constructed it
has been necessary to remove a locking-pin in
order to fold the table and to reinsert it to
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secure the parts in their folded position, and,
further, these tables have had their braces,
which retain the legs in either a folded or un-
folded position, loosely secured to the cross-
pieces of the legs by means of straps, which

. are objectionable, inasmuch as they will slide
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upon said cross-pieces and cause the other
ends of the braces to bind against the brackets
‘under the table-top, to which they aresecured,
and the straps will also become worn and drop
off the cross-pieces. When it is desired to
fold or unfold my table, it is only necessary to
loosen the thumb-nat N, and then to tighten
it, whereby the legs are then secured in posi-
tion, as hereinbefore set forth.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the object and advantages of my invention
will be readily understood without requiring
any extended explanation.. It will be seen
that it is simple in construction, it being com-
posed of but few parts, and that it can be man-
ufactured and placed upon the market at such
a low figure as to bring it within the reach of
all classes. )

Having thus described my invention, Iclaim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States—

1. In a folding table, the combination, with
the top provided with the apertured bracket
upon its under side, and with the two sets of

hinged legs formed neartheir upper ends with
transverse recesses or sockets, and rotating
rods journaled in said recesses or sockets, of
braces rigidly secured at their outer ends to
the said rods and formed at their opposite
ends with longitudinal closed slots which
register with the aperture of the. bracket, a
threaded bolt inserted through the slots of the
braces and the aperture of the bracket, and a
tightening-put, all arranged to operate in the
manner set forth. ,

2, In a folding table, the combination, with
the top having the cross-picces secured to its
under side near its ends, legs hinged to the in-
ner sides of these cross-pieces and provided
near their upper ends with boards, the upper
portions of which project above the ends of
said legs and contact with the under side of
the top of the table and with the outer sides
of the cross-pieces, of rotating rods journaled
in said legs, and braces rigidly secured tosaid
rods at their outer ends and adjustably se-
cured at their inner ends to the under side of
the table-top, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOHXN T. BON.

Witnesses: _
CHaAS. ¥. McFALL,
HENRY LACY.
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