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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALMEDA G. BRADISH,

a citizen of the United States, and a resident of

Oneida, in the county of Knox and State of
5 1llinois, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Slate-Cleaners, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, illustrating the
invention, in which—

Figure 1 is an inverted longitudinal eleva-
tion of my improved slate-cleaner; Fig. 2, a
transverse section of Fig. 1 on line X; Fig. 3,
a view of the under side of the cleaner; Fig. 4,
a longitudinal section of Fig. 3 on line Z.

This invention relates to devices for cleaning
slates used in schools; and its nature consists,
in brief,;inahollow semi-ellipsoidal ease, which
ismade of flexible material-—such as rabber—
with an ordinary inwardly-curved edge and
2¢ thehollow filled with sponge, metal spurs being

employed in the ends of the case for the better
security of the sponge. The purpose of the
semi-ellipsoidal form and flexibility of the ma-
terial for the case is that it may be pressed to-
25 gether by the thumb and finger to force out
any surpius water contained in the sponge,
and the ellipsoidal form is the only one suit-
able for that purpose, for the case must be stiff
cuough to support the sponge, and when con-
30 tracted it must press on all the main portions
of the sponge to remove the water to prevent
dripping, and to accomplish this in practice
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the middle portion of the side walls to the case,

are to be made thicker than at the ends, and

35 the thicker portionsshould gradually decrease

to the ends, s0 that the whole length of the

case will gradually ilatten by eompression in
the middle.

A represents the hollow ellipsoidal case,

40 whieh is made of rubber of about the flexi-

bility of ear-springs, and the edges are turned

in at C, without increasing the thickness of

the material, that the sponge B may be held

in place and brought as closely as possible

45 intotheangle formed by theslate and itsframe,

The inward projection C serves to hold the

sponge in the middle portion of the case, and

to secure the sponge at the ends of the case

metal prongs H H are secured by rivets and

»

washers thereto, asshown. This form of case, 5o
when its sides are pressed inward to force any
sarplus water out of the sponge, will elongate
more than the sponge with which the case is
filled, and if the sponge be not held by some
positive foree it will work its way out of the
case. This is especially true when thesponge
becomes dry by evaporation, as is frequently
the case.

In fillipg the case the sponge is crowded
with congiderable forece toward one end and
onto the prong at that place, and the opposite
end of the sponge is brought inside of the op-
posite prong, pushed into the case, and worked
back onto that prong. This will prevent the
sponge, by constant pressure of the case, from
working out.

In practice the case should, for cleaning
slates, be about two inches long and have a
corresponding depth, as per drawings, and an
eye should be formed on its back portion for
atiaching it to a slate. The rubber selected
will not make any disturbing noise when
brought in eontact with any hard substaunce,
and it is therefore nnobjectionable on that ac-
coant.

The case need not be wet on the outside, in-
asmuch as the sponge B projects out far enough
to be bronght in contact with water to be tilled
by absorption. The surplus water forced out
at each time the sponge is filled will wel] keep

e sponge clean and leave uo water to drip.

E F represent the case and sponge con-
tracted, as when water is forced out.

I do not claim to be the firss to place a
sponge in a case or holder, but confine nmyself 85
to the novelty expressed inthe following claim.

I claim as new—

A slate-cleaner consisting of the flexible hol-
low ellipsoidal case A, which is compressible
laterally and provided with eyeD, for attach-
ing it to a slate, in combination with the
sponge B, filling the case, and the prongs H
H, projecting inwardly from the ends of the
case to hold the sponge therein, as specified.
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‘Witnesses:
G. L. CHAPIN,
J. 8. METHOD,



