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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, ABram S. MANN, of
Rochester, in the county of Monroe and State
of New York, have invented a new and uscful
Improvement in Lacings; and I dohereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to lacings for corsets
or other articles of wearing-apparel, and it is
of that kind where the lacing-cord passes al-
ternately from side to side aronnd bearings or
holders,the ends being drawnup by the wearer
to close the sides of the garment. I useasin-
gle or continuous lacing-cord, and form and
arrange the parts in such manner as to allow
the two ends of the cord to come out together
at one side of the garment, to be taken hold
of for the purpose of tightening.

Referring to the drawings, Fignre 1isa side
elevation of the two meeting edges of a gar-
went—for instance, a corset—showing my im-
proved form and manner of lacing; and Fig. 2,
an elarged cross-section on line x & of Fig. 1.

Referring to the parts shown in the draw-
ings, A A indicate the opposing edges of the
corset to be drawn together by the lacing-
cord B.

C C are the bearings for the cord, secured to
the edges of the corset. I form one side of
the corset with a marginal longitudinal chan-
nel, b, and the other side with a similar mar-
ginal chaunnel, ¢, in each of which channels I
place rollers d, to receive and hold the cord.
These rollers constitute spacers for the respeet-
jve walls of the channels b ¢,to hold said walls
asunder, and they are formed with peripheral
grooves, and are mounted upon axial pins e,
which pierce the walls f of the chanuels, and
external plates, ¢, to which latter said pins are
secured by being riveted or otherwise. The

rollers in the two sides of the corsets are al-
ternated, so that the cord,whenecarried around
them, follows a zigzag course.

In addition to the channel ¢, the right-hand
side of the corset is formed with a narrow in-
ner channel, a, adjacent to and paraliel with
the channel ¢, formed for the purpose of re-
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turning the end of the string to the place of
starting after it has been carried around the
rollers, as shown.

The cord is in one continuous piece, and
after being carried upward, for instance, by
being threaded around the rollers in succes-
sion the upper end is returned through the
channel ¢ to the lower end of the corset to join
thelower end of the cord. The loose part of the
cord oceupying the channel ¢ is confined and
protected, and being thus covered i6is not Ha-
ble to be caught and pulled to one side or out
of place by obher parts of the clothing or by
other means. :

The rollers are covered from view by the
wallsof the channels,and the cord when passed
around them, asstated, is carried fully into the
respective channels b and ¢, the bends being
out of sight on account of said walls.

The portion of the corset appearing at the
right in Fig. 1 is provided near its upperend
with a roller or sheave, b, placed out of line
with the rollers in the chanuel ¢, it being so
placed as_to overhang the space within said
channel or sheath, so that the string or cord
will be earried substantially centrally down
the channel.

It is known thatsingle cords have been used
in lacings—for shoes, for instance—but the ad-
vantages possessed by my invention I am not
aware have heretofore been obtained.

What I elaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

The herein-described device for lacing,com-
prising a garment haviung rollersd on its meet-
ing edges, and a side channel, ¢, 3 separate
roller, &, in a different vertical line from that
of said rollersd,and in line with said side chan-
nel, anda cord passing over said rollers d and
said separate roller 4 and down said chaunel,
substantially as shown. '

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

ABRAM S. MANN.

Witnesses:

R. F. OsGooD,
P. A. CosTICH,
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