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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

HENRY B. REARDON, OF NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALTI TO
W. . H. SWENSON, OF SAME PLACE.

COMBINED DESK-RULER AND CHECK-CUTTER.

SPECIFICATION jorming part of Letters Patent No. 386,718, dated July 2¢, 1888.
Application filed May 1, 1888. Serial No. 272,4%4. (No model.)

To all whony it may conceri:

Be it known that I, HENRY B. REARDON, of
Norfolk, in the county of Norfolk and State of
Virginia, have invented certain new and use-

5 ful Improvements in Combined Desk-Rulers
and Check-Cutters; and I do bereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, which will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains

10 to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, which form
part of this specification.

My invention relates to au improvement in

15, desk-rulers and check-cutters.

The objeet of my invention is to provide a
combined ruler and check-cutter, which shall
be of great service and usefulness to office-men,
accountants, and all others having use for a

20 raler; which can be quickly and easily con-
verted from a common desk-ruler to a check-
cutter; which, after serving the purpose of
a check-cutter, can be readily folded to its not-
mal form of a common desk-ruler, and which

2g shall be extremely simple and cheap in con-
struction and first cost, of great strength and
duarability, and exceedingly neat and sym-
metrical in appearance.

With these ends in view, my invention con-

30 sists in certain novel features of construction
and combinations of parts, more fully de-
seribed hereinafter, and particularly pointed
out in the claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,

35 Figure 1is a top plan of the combined ruler
and cutter, showing the auxiliary or supple-
mentary pivoted arm or eatter, in dotted lines,
swung outward from the body portion or main
ruler to the position it assumes when employed

40 to tear the checks; also, showing a check in the
act of being torn. Tig. 2 is a similar view,
illustrating the tearing or pivoted arm swung
outwardly and clamped in the position it as-
sames when the raler is employed for eutting

45 purposes, the end of the pivoted arm being
broken away. TFig. 3 is a detail bottom plan
of a portion of the main ruler and auxiliary
pivoted arm. Fig. 4 isacross section on plane

of y 9, Fig. 1, when the auxiliary arm is folded

50 on the main ruler; and Fig.5is a partial lTon-
gitudinal section on line z &, Fig. 2, when the
parts are adjusted for check-cutting.

In the drawings, the reference-letter A in-
dieates a main ruler or body portion, of any
desirable, well-known, or convenicnt shape or
form, and preferably provided with beveled
cutting or ruling edges on ecach longitudinal
side, as shown. Upon its upper face the main
portion is eut away or formed with a reduced
portion, «, which preferably, although not
necessarily, is about one-half as wide and deep
as the main portion of the ruler, and extends
from one end of the same a portion of the dis-
tance to the opposite end, and is adapted to
receive and form the seat for a supplementary
or anxiliary arm, B, provided at one end with
a projecting tongue or tenon, b, extending into
and pivoted in a mortise at the inner end of
the recess «, in the main portion of the ruler
between its ends, to allow the free end of the
arm a free lateral swing to and away from its
geatb in the main ruler in an arc of about ninety
degrees.

The longitudinal side of the ruler on which
the ent-away portion or seat « is located is not 75
provided with a beveled entting or ruling edge
opposite said recess, but from the inner end
of the recess to the opposite end of the ruler
said longitudinal side is provided with the
ruling or cutting edge ¢, as shown.

At the outer end of the seat or recess 4 the
end of the ruler is notched or ent away, as
shown at ¢, and is preferably provided with
the laterally and outwardly projecting pin G,
for the purpose hereinafter to appear.

The laterally-swinging arm Bisof such form
and shape as to fold sungly into the recess or
seat «, with its outer surface flush with the
surface of the main portion at top, bottom,
and end, so that when the arm is folded into
its seat the article is in the form of a common
ruler, and ean be put to all uses to which such
an article is applied. On its front longitudi-
nal edge the swinging arm is provided witha
beveled entting or ruling edge, I, whieh ex-
tends downward, so that its lower surface will
be flush with the lower surface of the main
portion of the ruler. Thus when the arm is
folded into its seat its edge " will form a con-
tinuation of the edge « of the main portion,
and the article can be used as a common raler,
and whenthe arm is swung outwardly atright
angles to the main portion its cutting-edge
will form a right angle with the cutting-edge
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a, and will lie flat upon the surface of the
check or other article to be ruled or tornin a
straight line, and its lower side willbe in the
same plane with the lower side of the main
portion. A# its free end the arm is provided
witha block, d, or downwardly-extending por-
tion, which fits into said notch in the end of
the ruler, and is provided with an aperture
into which the pin or lug C fits, whereby the
arm is beld firmly in position when folded into
its seat and is prevented from up-and-down
movement.

A spring-cateh, T, is located on the upper
face of the seat or recessa, at the inner end of

the same, and is provided with a head, ¢,nor-

mally bearing upward beyond the surface of
the seat, and said catch is adapted to firmly
hold the arm B in position at right angles to
the main ruler when thearticle is adjusted for
check-eutting or the like, and when it is de-
sired to fold the arm to its normal position in
its seat in the ruler the spring-catch can be de-
pressed by the finger and the arm swung over
ity thereby holding it depressed, and when the
arm is swung ous the catch will automatieally
spring up the moment the arm releases it,and
its head or shoulder ¢’ will bear against the
inner side of the arm Band hold it in position
to act as a cutter in conjunction with the edge
@ of the ruler, the main portion or raler be-
ing provided with a socket or recess in which
the head of the spring-eatch fits when de-.
pressed by the laterally-swinging arm.

The usefulness and great advantages of such
an article, as herein described and set forth,
are obvious to all persons using check-books
or'the like, and especially to accountants, as
this article, on account of its great simplicity
and in view of thefact that itis a raler that
can be readily -and easily converted into a
check-cutter, or vice versa, will readily ree-
ommend itself to all such persons.

It is obvious that the herein-described arti-
cle is not confined to use as a check-cutter, but
can be used as a ruler for drawing lines at
right angles to certain planes, and can be pub
to many other uses by office-men, draftsmen,
&e.—such as a paper-cutter, T-square, &e.

It is evident that the cutting or ruling edges
of the article herein set forth can be provided
with suitable graduated scales or the like, as
shown inthe drawings. Itisalsoevidentthat
numerous slight changes might be resorted to
in the form and arrangement of the various
parts described without departing from the
spirit and scope of my invention; hence I do
not wish to limit myself strictly to the precise
construction herein set forth, but econsider my-
self entitled to all such changes as fall within
the spirit and scope of my invention,

What I claim is—

1. The combination, with a ruler, of an arm
one end of which is' pivoted to the ruler be-
tween its ends to allow the free end of the arm
to swing laterally, said arm being adapted to
fold upon the ruler with its bottom surface

386,718

flush with the bottom surface of the ruler, ag
set forth.

2. The combination, with a ruler provided
with a seat or recess, of an arm pivoted at one
end to the ruler at the inner end of said seat,
whereby the free end of the arm can be swung
outwardly, for the purpose set forth, or can
be folded into said seat with its surface flush
with the surface of the ruler, substantially as
deseribed. .

3. The combination, with a ruler provided
with a seat, and a ruling or cutting edge ex-
tending from said seat to one end of the ruler,
of an arm pivoted to the ruler and adapted to
swing toand away from said seat, and provided
with a ruling or cutting edge adapted to form
a continunation of said edge of the ruler in the
same plane or at an angle to the plane of said
edge, as set forth. _

4. The combination, with a ruler provided
with a seat or recess, and a ruling or cutting
edge extending from said seat to one end of
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the ruler, of an arm pivoted at one end to the

ruler and provided upon its onter side with a
ruling or cutting edge to lie flush with the
paper or other surface and adapted to form a
continuation of said edge of the ruler whether
inthesame planeoratan angle,said arm being
adapted to fold into said seat or swing later-
ally, substantially as set forth.

5. The eombination, with a ruler provided
with a seat or recess in its upper face, and a
ruling or cutting edge extending from said
recess to one end of the ruler, of an arm piv-
oted at one end to the ruler at the inner end
of said seat, whereby its free end can swing to
and away from said seat, said arm being pro-
vided with a ruling or cutting edge forming a
continuation of said edge of the ruler, and a
spring-catch located. in said seat and adapted
to removably hold the arm extended at right
angles to the ruler, substantially as described.

6. The combination, with a ruler provided
with a seat or recess in its upper face, and a
ruling or cufting edge extending from said
seat to one end of the raler, and a pin or lug
extending laterally from the outer end of said
seatb, of anarm pivoted at oneend to the ruler
at the inner end of said seat, to allow its free
end to swing laterally to and away from said
seat, said arm being provided with a down-
wardly-extending edge to form a continuation
of said edge of the ruler, and with a block oy
piece at its outer end to receive said pin or lug
when the arm is folded in its seat, and a spring-
catch to removably hold the arm in its posi-
tion at right angles to the ruler, substantially
as described:

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my
own I affix my signature in presence of two
witnesses. '

HENRY B. REARDON.

Witnesses:
. O. E. DUrFY,
Geo. D. DEY.-

90

95

1CO

105

IO

IIg

120

125




