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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, Isaac G. RAFFEL, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing ‘at Balti-
more, in the State of Maryland, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Com-
bined Book-Strap and Scholar’s Companion,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates te-a combined book-

strap and scholar’s eompanion, and is illus-

trated in the
which— ‘

Figure 1 is a side view of the device ready
to be attached to the books. Fig.2is an end
view of parts seen in Fig. 1. Fig. 31is a ver-
tical longitudinal section. Fig. 4 shows the
end of the device, the closing-plate being re-
moved. Fig. 5 is a horizontal section show-
ing the clamping or base plate. Figs. 6 and
7 show two views of the winder.

The handle A is hollow, being a tube, and
serves as a receptacle for slate and lead pen-
cils, pen-holders, and like articles used by
school-children. ~ A base-plate B, which is to

accompanying drawings, in

rest upon the books, is attached in some suit- |

able way to-the tubular handle. In the pres-
ent instance at each end of this plate'is a
right-angled extension ¢, and near the said
end extension is an adjoining plate d, paral-
lel therewith, but leaving a space e between
them. A winder stem or spool F has a jour-
nal g at one end, which turns freely in a hole
h in the said adjoining plate d,and said stem
has at thé other end a fiat or square shank 4,
which loosely occupies a slot in the end ex.
tension ¢. This slot is shaped somethinglike
an ordinary key-hole-—that is, it is round at
the top, as at j, and large enough for the flat
or square shank ¢ to turn therein. The slot
is straight and narrow at the lower part, as at
k, and when oceupied by the flat or square
shank 7 serves to hold it from turning. The
flat shank has an attached ring [, by grasping
which the winder-stem may readily be turned.
The winder-stem T has a slot m, and the
tape or strap N, which is to pass around the
book, is in this slot, and said tape or strap
is preferably endless. The base-plate has two

slots 0 in the space e, and by this construe-
tion the winder-stem may be turned to wind
the tape on its central part, and when wound
tight the shank end may be lowered to place

its flat part ¢ in the narrow end % of the slot,
where it will be held and prevented from un-
winding.

As a separate or independent winder-stem
winds each tape or strap, it will be seen one
strap may be wound more or less than the
other, thus adapting the device not only to
books, but to bundles of irregular shape.

Each end of the tube is closed by a plate p,
which is pivoted at ¢. It is immaterial
whether both ends or only one of the tube is
open. ‘

One surface of the base-plate B may be
made rough in any suitable manner to serve
for sharpening slate-pencils.

It is obvious that the construction of the
parts may be varied,and my invention there-
fore is not limited to the precise construction
shown. : :

The device is simple and cheap and com-
bines several useful features, and may be
used for other purposes than books.

MHaving described my invention, I claim—

1. A combined book-strap and scholar’s
companion, consisting" of the hollow handle
A, open at the end, a movable plate to close
said open end, a base-plate, two winder-stems,
and atape or strap attached to each winder-
stem.

2. A combined book-strap and scholar’s
companion, consisting of the hollow handle
A, open at the end, a movable plate to close
said open end, a base-plate, each end of which
is connected with the hollow handle by two
parallel plates extending at right angles from
said base-plate, two winder-stems, one being
in each space between said parallel plates, and
a tape or strap attached to each winder-stem.

5. The combination of the tube open at the
end, a movable plate to close said open end, a
base-plate, two winder-stems F, turning in a
slot-bearing which serves to hold it from un-
winding, and a tape or strap attached to each
winder-stem.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
the presence of two withesses.

ISAAC G. RAFFEL.
Witnesses:
JOHN E. MORRIsS,
o JNO. T. MADDOX.
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