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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILFRID D. STEARNS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

SKIRT-PROTECTING GARMENT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 418,082, dated December 24, 1889,
Application flled November 7,1889, Serial No, 329,518, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILFRID D. STEARNS,
a citizen of tke United States, residing at New
York, in the county of New York and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Water-Proof Gar-
ments; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication, and tothe letters of reference marked
thereon.

This invention has relation to certain new
and useful improvements in over-garments,
especially water-proof garments, of that class
designed for protecting women’s skirts, more
particularly the bottoms thereof; and it has
for its object, among others, to provide an im-
proved device of this character having a fold-
ing portion upon its inner face at the bottom,
the said folding portion being designed to
form a pocket to receive the bottom edge of
the skirt, and constructed to be manipulated
through the medium of cords or tapes con-
nected with the hinged arms and extending
to within convenient reach of the hand of the
wearer. The upper edge of the inner wall of
the pocket is preferably scalloped to provide
points which facilitate the insertion thereof
behind the lower edge of the skirt, and the
upper edges or ends of the folding arms are
turned slightly outward-also to facilitate the
insertion behind or beneath the skirt, and
also to avoid all liability of the same catch-
ing into or injuring the leg of the wearer.

Other novel features and advantages of
the invention will hereinafter appear.

The invention consists in the peculiar
combinations and the novel construction, ar-
rangement, and adaptation of parts, all as
more fully hereinafter described, shown in
the drawings, and then particularly pointed
out in the appended claims,

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this specification, and in which—

figure 1 is a view showing in use a lady’s
water-proof cloak constructed in accordance
with my invention with parts broken away.
Fig. 2 is a view of the cloak thrown open and
showing the inner or under side thereof with

portions broken away. Fig.3 is an enlarged
view of a portion of the lower part of the
cloak, looking at the inner side, with the fold-
ing portion distended. Fig. 4 is a perspec-
tive view, on an enlarged scale, of one of the
metal arms employed, with its operating cord
or tape attached thereto. Iig. 5 is a vertical
section through the lower portion of the
cloak with the skirt in the pocket thereof.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views.

Referring now to the details of the draw-
ings by letter, A designates a lady’s water-
proof cloak of ordinary construction, except
as hereinafter specified. Itis provided atits
lower edge with an inner folding portion B,
which may be provided by making the cloak
of extra length,or by means of a separate
piece attached to the bottom of the cloak in
any suitablemanner. The upper edge of this
inner folding portion Bis scalloped, as shown
at-b, providing the points ¢, which serve to
aid in the insertion of the said inner portion
by means of its arms, hereinafter described,
behind or beneath the lower edge of the skirt,
Thenumber of these scallops and points may

‘be varied as desired, but I prefer about

twelve, as shown. v

Secured in suitable pockets, as ¢, upon the
Inner adjacent faces of the cloak and the
portion B are the metallic arms C, each of
which consists of a portion d, which is at-
tached to the cloak, and a portion e, which is
secured in the pocket in the portion B. These
two portions d and e are connected together
by means of a short arm D, hinged at each
end to the portions d and ¢, as shown best in
Figs. 4 and 5, by means of hinges f and g, as
shown in said figures. These hinges are so
constructed that the short arm D cannot go
beyond a horizontal position in a downward
direction, but will permit of the short arm
and the portion e being folded flat against
the portion d when it is desired to fold or
roll the cloak into a small space. These arms
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are inserted, one at each scallop or point of

the folding portion B, with the point of the
portion e beveled upon opposite sidesto make
it conform to the shape of the pocket at this
point, and the upper end is slightly bent in-
ward, as shown at % in Figs. I, 4, and 5, to
facilitate the insertion of the same behind or
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beneath the lower edge of the skirt, and also
to prevent its coming in contact with the leg
of the wearer.

Fig. 5 shows the position the parts assume
when the cloak is on the body of the wearer
and the skirt held in the pocket and the fold-
ing portion B drawn up and fastened. TIn or-
der to provide for the ready manipulation of
this folding portion by the wearer after the
cloak is on, I have devised the following: B

are tapes or cords attached at one end, as at |

1, to the free ends of the portions e of the arms
Cnear one side of the frontof the cloak. The
cords or tapes are then passed through suit-
able loops j on the portions d of the arms and
through-suitable guides % on the inner side
of tho cloak, as shown best in Fig. 2, and at
their upper end are united and formed into a
loop or button-hole 7, as shown in said Fig. 2,
designed to engage a button I’ on the under
face of the cloak. The three arms at the
other side of the cloak are arranged in the
same manner, and the loop or button-hole
thereof is designed to be engaged with the
same button. The arms at the back of the
-¢loak are provided with similar tapes or cords
G, which pass through similar guides upon
the inner face of the cloak, as shown in Tig.
2, and at their upper ends are divided into
two sets, each terminating in a tape or cord
I and I, designed to pass over the shoulders
of the wearer, and at the ends provided with
a loop or button-hole m. These tapes are de-
signed to passover the shoulders,as indicated
by dotted lines in Ifig. 1, and together with
the tapes or cords E to be buttoned all upon
the one button T, as indicated by the dotted
lines in Fig. 1. When the cloak is first put
on, the folding portion is distended, and after
it is partially buttoned up the wearer hassim-
ply to pull upward upon the tapes or cords E
and downward upon the tapes or cords G and
fasten them all upon the button F, the pull-
ing of the tapes or cords pulling upwal‘d the
arms C, or the folding portions ther eof, from

their dlstended position into the posmon ini

Wthh they are shown by dotted lines in Fig.
4 and in Fig. 5 by fulllines. Tor the comfmt
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of the wearer and to provide an even strain.

or tension upon the cords or tapes, some por-
tion of the tapes or cords should be elastic, of
any suitable nature. The parts are all hid-
den from exterior view, and thus do not de-
tract from the appearance of the garment,
and tend to better the fit thereof and render
it more presentable to the eye.

Aroundthebottom of the garment, arranged
in suitable guide-loops » on the portions d of
the arms C, I run a tape I’,the ends of which
may be secured in any suitable manner, and
this tape is for the purpose of holding the
lower portion of the cloak in position and pre-
vent its being pulled upward as the cordsare
pulled upon to close the pocket. Thisshould
be fastened before the tapes are pulled upon,
otherwise the pulling on the tapes is liable to
pull outward the lower edge of the cloak and
give it a rumpled appemanee which is objec-
tlonab]e

What I claim as new is—

1. An over-garment having an extension at
its bottom to fold up inwardly and envelop
the bottom of a skirt and having a series of
folding elasps connected to the body of the
garment and to the extension, in combination
with a series of cords connected to said clasps
and loosely to the garment above the clasps,
whereby by elevating the cord the extension
is caused to fold,and means for securing the
cords in their elevated position, as set forth.

2. An over-garment having an extension at
its bottom to fold up 1nwa1d1y and envelop
the bottom of a skirt, in combination with a
series of clasps secured to said extension and
the body of the garment, each clasp consist-
ing of two arms connected at their lower ends
by hinges to a short arm, and means for re-
taining said extension and clasps in a folded
posmon, as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

WILFRID D. STEARNS.
Witnesses:
Joux J. CLANCY,
JosEPH HOBLITZ.
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