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To all whom ¢ may concern:

Be it known that I, STEWART S. KURTZ, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Canton, county of Stark, State of Ohio,
have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Harness-Saddles, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, making part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
harness -saddles, or so-calied “gig-saddles,”
the object being to form a plain, light, and
inexpensive saddle.

With this end in view my invention con-
sists in certain features of construction and
combination of parts, as will be hereinafter
described, and pointed out in the claim.

Figure 1 is & view in perspective of a gig-
saddle illustrating my invention. Fig. 2 isa
sectional view longitudinally through the
tree and pad; Fig. 3, a side view of the sad-
dle-tree; Fig. 4,a view of the pad; Fig. 5,
the back-strap, and Fig. 6 the terret.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the ac-
companying drawings.

A represents the saddle-tree, which is in
this case made of malleable cast-iron, but, if
preferred, may be stamped out of sheets of
wrought metal, is of such width as will cover
the wide pad shown by Fig. 4, and at the
same time light and strong.

The particular features to which I would
call attention are the broad flat under sur-
face of the saddle adapted to rest on the up-
per surface of the pad B, and to the groove C
formed in and over the apex of the tree, the
bottom of said groove being graded so as to
disappear at a point between the apex and
the lower ends of the sides of the tree, sub-
stantially as shown; also in the plain lower
ends a of the {ree and ribs a’. A check-hook,
as ?, baving a shoulder ¢ and saddle b, is

- secured to the tree by the screw ¢ in the
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usual way, and in the side of the tree there
is provided perforations, as d, through which
the threaded portion d’ of the terret D is
passed through the tree and skirt, and is

. turned into a threaded nut %, secured in the

pad B. It will be noticed that pad-plate or
skirt F' is formed of harness-leather extend-

‘ing throughout the saddle, to which the pad

B is secured and upon which the pad is con-
structed, thus dispensing with the weight and
cost of a metal or separate leather pad-plate.
While it is shown that the check-hook a? is
passed through the loop %, formed in the up-
per portien of the pad, the forward beaded
wall k% of said loop engages against the shoul-
der o of the hook @? and will to some ex-
tent assist in securing the pad to the tree,
the main dependence for such security is
placed tipon the terret, the shanked portion
d’ of which is secured in the nut 7 in the
body of the pad under the skirt or leather
pad-plate T, the shoulder d? resting on the
metal tree.

In the shank of the terret D is provided an
oblong loop ¢, in length to correspond with
the width of the groove C. The groove C
and the loop d® in alignment, the back-strap
E is passed through the loops and the groove
and is free tomove endwise therein, the lower
side of the strap resting on the bottom of the
groove C and the loops d® .

It will be seen that the object soughtin
the hereinbefore-described parts and arrange-
ment thereof is to provide a plain inexpen-
sive saddle, simple in construction, easily
taken apart and put together, and having a
back or thill strap adjustable longitudinally
in its seat over the saddle, thereby adapting
it to.any uneven burden on the thills or to
an uneven adjustment of the thills, so that
the weight may be evenly distributed over
the back and sides of the animal, and an up-
ward movement of the thill-bearers will be
arrested by the terrets, thus avoiding all lia-
bility of ripping the back-strap and bearers

from the saddle, as would be the case if the ¢

strap were stitched to the saddle.

It will be noticed that the saddle forms a
metal housing, and may be finished in japan,
or, if preferred. may be plated with precious
nietal.

Having thus fully deseribed the nature and
object of my invention, what I claim, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination of a saddle-tree A, having

a groove C, graded from the intermediate side
portions to the apex of the saddle-tree, ribs
o’ o', parallel with and terminating -at the
ends of said groove, thelowerends of the tree
provided with perforations d,a pad F, having
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a loop at its apex formed with a forward
- beaded wall &%, a hook a?, secured to said sad-
dle-tree and projecting through said loop-and
provided with a shoulder ¢®> to engage the
beaded wall of said pad, and terrets D en-
gaged in the perforations d and secured to
said pad, substantially as set forth. .
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In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 10th day of November, A: D.
1888. :

STEWART S. KURTZ.

Witnesses:

W. K. MILLER,
CHAS. R. MILLER.




