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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILBUR L. WRIGHT, OF PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA.

PICTURE-FRAME:

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 418,261, dated December 31, 1889.

Application filed March 7, 1889,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLBUR L. WRIGHT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Pitts-
burg, in the county of Allegheny and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Picture-Frames;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-

vention, such as will enable others skilled in |

the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

This invention relates to picture-frames
which are adjustable or capable of adjust-
ment, adapting them to be fitted to various
sizes of pictures, chromos, cuts, maps, engrav-
ings, etchings, and. canvas, preferably when
mounted upon a suitable stretcher, all as will
be hereinafter more fully desecribed.

The invention consists more particularly in
a novel and useful device for attaching said
stretcher to the frame at all sides thereof,
and thereby retaining the latter in proper
position uponand withrespect to thestretcher.

In the use of the so-called “adjustable
frames” which havebeenheretofore patented
in foreign countries much difficulty was ex-
perienced owing to the accidental and unde-
sirable automatic enlargement of the frame
after the stretcher had been placed within
the same, which enlargement always caused
the opening of a crack at'one or moresides of
the stretcher and around‘the picture mounted
thereon, and in many instances resulted in
the entire disconnection of the parts and the
falling of the picture from its frame, with
more or less injury to the former.

The objects sought to be obtained by this
invention are to construct a frame which shall
be adjustable in the mneatest, simplest, and
most effective manner, yet which will permit
of a comparatively large degree of adjust-
ment, and all at a comparatively small ex-
pense, and to employ in connection with said
adjustable frame a device which I shall call
a “button.” : :

The following specification describes and
the accompanying drawings illustrate what I
consider the best means of carrying out the
invention with these ends in view.

In the said drawings, Figure 1is a rear ele-
vation of my improved frame. Fig.2 is aver-
tical transverse section on theline 2 2 of Fig,

Serial No. 302,272, (No model.)

1, viewed in the direction of the arrow. TFig.
3 is an enlarged rear elevation of a portion of
the frame. Fig.4 is a rearelevation of a por-
tion of the frame in outline, a portion of the
streteher therein, and the button as used for
clamping said frame and stretcher together.
Iig. 5 is a horizontal transverse section on
the line 5 5 of Fig. 4.

" My improved frame is preferably rectangu-
lar in shape, and is also preferably composed
of four corner pieces C and four side pieces S,

the latter being so construeted and arranged’

that they will slide into and their faces be
housed behind the said corner pieces, al-
though in some instances it may be found de-
sirable to have the corner pieces slide into
the side picces. Each of the said corner pieces
comprises a body proper C, cut away on its
rear face at ¢, for a purpose hereinafter tobe
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described. Projecting outwardly atright an-

gles from said corner piece proper are two
rods or bars R, which are preferably flush
with the rear face of the corner piece proper,
but whose inner faces are slightly elevated
above the rear face of the cut-away portion
c. These rods are removably secured at their
inner ends by serews » within sockets in the
rear face of the corner piece proper, and at
their outer free enids on their rear faces carry
lugs L. Each of thesaid corner piecesis also
provided with an: inwardly-projecting flange
F at the front of-its inner edge, immediately
behind which is located a deep groove G, and
around its outer edge, outer face, and in front
of the flange F it carries a suitable molding,
beading, or veneering V, preferably beveled
off, as at v, at the inner edge of the frame.
In cases where the side pieces S are to tele-
scope into the corners C the face of this ve-
neering may be suitably ornamented by
raised wood-work, scrolls, imitations of flow-
ers, &e., in any desired manner; or, in fact,
such ornamentation may be applied directly
to the front face of the corners without the
interposition of the veneering. The whole
or any part thereof may then be enameled,
gilded, bronzed, or painted, and the corners
are ready for use. Each of thesaidside pieces
comprises a body proper S, of the necessary
size and configuration ateach end to fit closely
within the cut-away portion ¢ of the corner.
In its rear face it is provided with a longi-
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tudinal .groove or recess s, of a size adapted
to closely embrace the rod R, but yet to allow
a longitudinal movement of the latter within
it. The inner edge of each side piece is also
provided with a flange F’ and a groove G/,
which are in longitudinal alignment with and
of the same size as the flange F and groove
G of the corners. In cases where the side
pieces S are to telescope into the corners C
the front face of said side pieces may or may
not be covered with or the outer edge may
carry- a thin flat veneering V’, although I
prefer that they shall not be socovered. They
might even be provided with raised molding
or beading; but in this case the cut-away por-
tion ¢ of the corner pieces would necessarily
have to be recessed to closely fit the outline
or-configuration ‘of such molding or beading.
In.any case, however, the frontface of theside
pieces may be enameled, gildzd, bronzed, or
painted, and the side pieces are ready for use.

In assembling the several principal mem-
bers of my improved frame the ends of the

side pieces are inserted within the cut-away -

portions c.of the corner pieces, the rods R of
the latter entering the grooves s of the side
pieces; and the strip V' of the side pieces be-
ing engaged by and sliding beneath the edge
of: the veneering V of the corner pieces.

‘When the frame is closed to its ntmost ca-

pacity, as seen.in the upper left-hand corner
of Fig. 1, the ends of the two side pieces will

" abut against the exposed faces of the corner
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piece. proper C. “When the frame is slightly
opened, as viewed at the upper right-hand
corner of the said figure, the side pieces will be
drawn to a degree from their seated positions
within the corner pieces, and when the frame
is opened to its utmost capacity, as seen on
the lower side of the lower right-hand cornet
in:said figure, the lug L on the rod.R, which
is carried by the corner piece, will strike the
inner face of a cleat K, which is secured to
the inner face of the side piece at a proper
distance from its end and stands across the
slot s therein flush with the rear face of the

“rod R.’
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Myimproved device for attaching a stretch-
er to- and securing it within the frame, as
above described, is shown particularly in Figs.
4-and 5. Artists, when painting pictures, gen-
erally stretch the canvas to which the colors
are to be applied upon a rectangular frame,
usually skeleton in construction and properly
braced at its corners to prevent its being ac-
cidentally misshapen, but sometimes (more
especially in cases where architectural or me-

chanical drawings are to be made in India :

or other ink, sketches in crayon, or other
work in pencil upon card-board or drawing-
paper) with solid bodies having a plane face.
After the painting, sketch, or drawing is com-

pleted it very frequently occurs that it is de- -

sired to exhibit the same temporarily—as, for
instance, in a case where it is to be put upon
exhibition in galleries, expositions, private
residences, or stores—in order to effect the

418,261

sale thereof or for any other purpose, and in
such ecases it is highly desirable that the pie-
ture exhibited be placed withinaneat though
not necessarily expensive frame to set it off
to better advantage and to relieve the bare
and unfinished appearance its ragged, un-
even, and often soiled edges would present.
Heretofore much difficulty was experienced
in finding an exhibition-frame for use in such
cases which would exactly fit the size of the
stretcher used, or else a considerable outlay
was necessary to keep constantly on hand a
stock of ready-made frames of a great va-
riety of sizes; or (as was generally the result
in such cases) a cheap and ill-appearing home-
made frame was consfructed of a common

- strip of ‘molding unskillfully mitered by the
- artist himself and. tacked to the face of the

stretcher around the foursides of ‘the picture
in such & manner that it usually tended more
to disfigure the whole than toimprove its.ap-
pearance and enhance its value in the eyes
of the public. In the present case the artist
or dealer need keep on hand but one .or at
least two or three exhibition-frames, depend-
ing upon the degree of adjustability which
they possess or upon the varieties of color or
styles of -ornamentation and finish which the
skillful artisan-considers adequate and ap-
propriate for and to the various stylesand
tones of pictures and colors which heislikely
tohaveon hand. FHeretofore,also, even when
adjustable frames were used, the above-men-
tioned difficulty in the matter of the acei-
dental dislocation of the stretcher caused
such serious inconvenience as to render them
almost impractical and useless. All of these
difficultiesare overcome by the use of my ad-
justable frame in connection with the device
for fastening the stretcher therein.

In the rear face of each side piece S; about
midway between its ends, and preferably at
the inner side of the groove s, is set a plate P,
secured to said side piece by screws whose
heads are countersunk, so thatthe side piece,
plate, and screw-heads shall present a neat
plane appearance. From the center of this
plate rises a screw-threaded rod D, standing
at right angles thereto. A ‘button B is pro-
vided, having an elongated slot b near its cen-
ter, and provided on its under face at each
end with anumberof downwardly-projecting
teeth T. A thumb-nut N, having a bore
adapted to fit the screw D, is also provided,
and the button iz ready for use.

The pictureor drawing being mounted upon
or attached. to the stretcher H and the frame
adjusted so as to fit closely around all sides
of the latter, (see Fig. 5,) when it is desired
not only to secure the stretcher within the
frame, but also to prevent the latter from
accidentally enlarging so as to uncover a dis-
agreeable slot along one or more sides of the
picture, the button B is brought into use by

passing its slot b over the screw D and press-

ing its teeth T gently into the rear faces of
the side pieces and the stretcher. The thumb-
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nut N is then serewed down upon the screw
D until its body strikes the back of -the but-
ton, when the teeth T will be firmly embedded
within the side piece and stretcher, respect-
ively. .One of these buttons being applied at
the center of the four sides of the stretcher,
the desired object will be attained and the
picture is ready for exhibition.

I desire to have it understood that my im-
proved frame is by no means limited to a
temporary use for exhibition purposes; but,
on the contrary, a pictvre and stretcher may

" be held therein, as above described, for years,
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or even permanently, and at any time it can
be instantaneously removed by unscrewing
the nuts N and disengaging the buttons B
for the purpose of alterlng, retouching, 011-
ing, or cleaning the picture. The flange F
upon the corners and ¥’ upon the side pieces
will at all times project slightly over and
cover the edges of the pictureand abut against
the front face of the stretcher to oppose the
force exerted by the nut N, If it is desired
to cover the face of the picture or sketch with
glass, the latter may be cut a trifle larger
than the outside dimensions of the stretcher
and its edges will fit within the grooves G el
in the corners.and side pieces, it bemo under-
stood, of course, that the glass is to be placed
in the frame before .the latter is reduced in
size to that of the stretcher.

My invention is susceptible of a consider-
able amount of modification without neces-
sarily departing from its fundamental prin-
ciples; butl consider the use of the button
almost if not absolutely necessary in conjunc-
tion with thisor any other adjustable frame,
for the reasons stated.

In the manufacture of my improved frame
the corner pieces C may be all made of the
same size for a certain line of goods and the
side pieces S of variable lengths, but of such
size and transverse section as to fit the cut-
away portion ¢.. The frame can be supplied
with the four corner pieces and any number
of side pieces, and the latter may be used in

construeting frames as a whole possessing:

almost any desired dimensions by simply re-
moving the rods R at their inner ends, where
they are secured by the screws rwithin sock-
ets in the corner pieees proper, and replacing
them by other rods of greater or less length,
as desired.

What I claim as new is—

1. The adjustable frame herein described,
the same comprising corner pieces C, having
cut-away portions ¢, and rods R, projecting
at right angles from said corner pieces, stand-
ing above sald cut-away portions, and having
rearwardly-projecting lugs L. at their ends,

.in combination with the side pieces S, their

~ends adapted to fit within said cut-away por-

tions, said side pieces having longitudinal

slots s, adapted to receive said rods R, and

the cleats K, secured to the rear faces of said
side pieces across the slots therein, all as and
for the purpose set forth.

2. The adjustable frame herein described,
the same comprising corner pieces C, having
cutraway portions ¢, and rods R, plOJectmg
at right angles from said corner pieces, stand-
ing above szud cut-away portions, and having
1'earwardly-pr0jecting.lugs L at their ends,
said rods R being removably seated within
recesses in the corner piece proper at their
inner ends, in combination with the side
pieces S, their ends adapted to fit within said
cut-away portions, said side pieces having
longitudinal slots s, adapted to receive said
rods R, and the cleats K, secured to the rear
faces of said side pieces across the slots
therein, all as and for the purpose set forth.

3. In an adjustable frame, the corner pieces
C, having the flanges F and grooves G, for the
purpose set forth, in combination with the
side ‘pieces S, having the flanges I/ and
grooves G, registering with said flanges F
and grooves G, and with means, substantially,
as described, for permitting a sliding of said
side pieces at their ends into said corner
pleces all as herein specified.

. The four corner pieces C and the four
sxde pieces S, adapted to slide at their ends

into said corner pieces, the whole constitut-

ing a frame for receiving the stretcher H, in
combination with the four buttons B, con-
structed substantially as described and
adapted to removably connect sdaid stretcher
with the center of each of said side pieces to
prevent the automatic enlargement of the
frame or disconnection thereof. from the
stretcher.

5. The picture-frame S and the plate P se-
cured thereto, said plate P having the out-
wardly-projecting serew D, in' combination
with the button B, having an ‘elongated slot
b at its center, the teeth T, projecting down-

-wardly from the ends of said button, and the

nut N, adapted to engage said screw, sub-
stantially as described.

6. In a picture-frame, the side piece S, hav-
ing the flange F’, the screw D, projecting
from said side piece ,and away from said
flange, and a button B, adapted to fit loosely
over said screw and to project beyond said
flange, in combination with the nut N on said
serew,.as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

’ WILBUR L.
Witnesses:
MORTIMER STARLING,
JAMES PRINTY,

WRIGHT.
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