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To.all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT I. CROWELL,
of New York city, New York, have mvented
an Improved Button, of Whlch the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to a button which is
provided with a divided head, into which the
end of a lacing-string is shpped so that the

latter is 1eta1ned in place without belnw tied,

as heretofore.

My improved buttons are designed to be
used as the two top or end buttons of a shoe,
a corset, or any other laced article of apparel.

The 1nvent10n consists in the various fea-
tures of improvement more fully pointed out
in the claims. )

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

-a per spective view of a shoe prov 1ded with a

pair of my improved buttons. TFig.21s a de-
tail of the upper end of the laemo Fig. 31is
a top view of the button; and I‘lo 4, a 101101-
tudinal section on line x «, Fig. 3.

‘The letter a represents the heamd~ of a but-
ton having a shank b and a base-plate or a
“shoe” ¢. Theshank connects with the edge

of the head, as shown, so that the entire
head is located at one side of the shank. I
have shown head and shank made of one
piece of material,

d is a spring-plate bent at right ancrles and
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riveted to shank b by the rivets . The free
section of plate d is located directly under-
neath head o and diverges therefrom, as
shown. By attaching the spring-plate to the
shank and not the head I am enabled to util-
ize the entire lower surface of the head as a
clamping-jaw.

In use the button is attached in suitable

manner to a shoe or other article of apparel
A, one'button being placed at the end or top
of each series of laem(r hooksor holes. After
the lacing-string e has been passed around
the hooks, as nsunal, each string end is first
passed around the shank of its button; and is
then slipped between the two jaws of the but-
ton-head: Thus the string will be securely
held in place without b€‘1n0' tled

What I elaim is— . ‘

1. As an improved articie of manufaeture,
a button having a head, a shank, and a di-
verging spring-plate underneath the head,
substantially as specified.

2.” A button having a shank; a head at one
side of the shank, and a bentspring-plate se-

‘cured to the shank and diverging from the

head, substantially as specified.
ALBERT 1. CROWELL,.
Witnesses:
F. v. BRIESEN,
HeENRY E. ROEDER.
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