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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLrram V. Kavy, a
-citizen of the United States, residing at Chl—
cago, in the county of Cook and Sbate of Ili-
nois, have .invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Nails, of which the following
is a specification. :

My invention relates to improvements in

- the form of nail having its shank ora portion
thereof barbed or threaded for the purpose.of.
aungmenting its securing property by increas-.

ing its hold on the wood into which it is
duven

The primary object of my improvement is
to provide a nail having a thread formed on

[its shank for the purpose stated, but which

shall'not in being driven materially tear the

- fiber of the wood; and a further object is to
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afford means for turning the nail when driven .

to effect its tightening or withdrawal in the
manner of drawmw a Serew.

- 'To these ends my invention cons1st§ in a

nail having a screw-thread formed spirally
on its shank portion and interrupted at in-
tervals longitudinally of the shank portion
by unthreaded or blank spaces.

It also consists in' providing such a nail
with a “screw-head,” -or head havm@ a di-
ametrical slot in its top to admit a screw-
driver; dnd it further consists in details of
construction -and combinations of parts. )

The accompanying drawing shows in per-
spective a pointed nail of the “wire-nail”
variety provided with my improvements.

A is a nail-having a head  at one extrem-
ity, which should be provided with a diamet-
rical slot ¢ and pointed at. its opposite ex-
tremity. Below the head the shank portion
p should be smooth or “ blank’ for some dis-
tance, (say about one-third of itslength,) and
from the extremityor pointed end the shank

is provided with & spiral thread o, which is
interrupted or broken at intervals, thereby af-
fording unthreaded, smooth, or blank spaces
n at intervals around the shank and longi-
tudinally thereof from the end or pointtothe
end of the spiral thread. Owing to the na-
ture of the article represented, but'one space
n can readily be shown in the drawing. - In
practice, however, I provide three such spaces
at equal -distances apart along the shank,
though that number may be varied without
departing from my invention.

"The nail may be driven and withdrawnlike
any other nail, and, as will readily be appar-
ent, without material tearing or injury from
the thread to the fiber of the material into
which it is driven; and it may also be tight-
ened in place or withdrawn like a serew on
turning it properly foreither purpose through
the medium of a screw-driver or other suit-
able means.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is—
1. A nail hfwmo a spiral thread o onits
shank portion an_d ‘continuous blank spaces
n interrupting the continuity of the spiral
thread at intervals around the shank portion
and lengthwise thereof, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. ‘

2. A nail having a slotted head » and pro-

vided with a- %pndl thread oon its shank por-

tivn and with continunous . blank spaces n in-
terrupting the continunity of the spiral thread

-at intervals around the shank portion and

lengthwise thereof, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

WILLIAM V. KAY.
In presence of— ‘ o
J. W. DYRENFORTH,

M. J. BOWERS.
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