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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 419,273, dated J anuary 14, 1890,
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, ABBOT AUGUSTUS L.OW,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of Brooklyn,in the county of Kings and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Cord-Cut-
ters, of which the following is a specification
sufficient to enable others skilled in the art
to which the invention appertains to make
and use the same.

My invention relates to the class of cutters
in which the cutting-blade.is designed to be
protected from contact with extraneous ob-
jects by a guard extending in front of the
cutting - edge, as in my applications Serial
No. 293,514, filed December 13, 1888; Serial
No. 296,445, filed January 15,1889, and Se-
rial No. 304,531, filed March 23, 1889, by
reference to which it will be seen that a
lateral opening or entrance to the slot

formed by the blade upon one side and

the guard upon the other is formed for the
admission of the cord. While the protection
afforded to the cutting-edge by the guardin
the devices referred to is ample under ordi-
nary circumstances of use, I find that in cer-

tain contingencies small articles are liable-

to obtrude themselves into the cutter-slot
through its mouth or entrance, causing in-
convenience and annoyance, and in some
cases injury to the blade or the intruding ar-
ticle.

The object of my present invention is to
obviate all danger of accidental contact with
the cutting-blade and at thesame time main-
tain the simplicity of constructiveness of the
device and its effectiveness and convenience
in use. ‘

The invention consists, essentially, in au-
tomatically closing the entrance to theslot
in front of the cutting-blade by spring-press-
ure, and the guneans for thus utilizing the
elasticity of a spring may obviously be va-
ried in detail without deviating from the
spirit and ‘intent of my invention, as will be
seen Dy reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which— »

Figures 1 and 2 represent the guard itself

~ as made elastic to bend inward to permit of
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the entrance of the cord, as shown in Fig. 2,
its resilience, when pressure is removed, re-

turning it to its normal position, as in Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 shows the guard in the form of a
spring which opens outward to admit the
cord, and Figs. 4 and 5 represent the guard
as rigid, as heretofore constructed, and the

entrance to the cutter-slot closed by a flat

spring attached to the device.

It will be seen that in any case what
may be practically designated as an “au-
tomatically - closing gate” is attained, by
which the cutter-slot is effectually closed
and guarded. The cutting-blade Cisformed
or ingerted in the body of the plate P, and
is protected by the guard G, which extends
in a substantially-parallel line in front and
creates the cutter-slot 8. Thus far the cut-
ting device is substantially the same in
-construction as those hereinbefore referred
to. Provision for closing the slot 8 auto-
matically may either be made by making
the guard G itself elastic, as shown in Figs.
1,2, and 3, or an independent spring G’ may
be employed and the guard remain rigid, as
heretofore, as illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5.
When the spring-gate G’ is made independ-
ent and attached to the plate P, I curve the
side walls of the entrance s, as shown in Fig.
4, to facilitate the entrance of the cord.
_An incidental feature of my invention con-
sists in forming the entrance s to the cutter-
slot S beyond the cutter-blade C, as shown in
Figs.1and 2,s0 as to obviateall danger of con-
tact between the end of the said spring-guard
when depressed and the cutting-edge, and to
also avoid the immediate corntact with the
blade of the cord or other object introduced,
a sort of ante-chamber or intermediate lock
being created when the spring-gate is open,
as shown in Fig. 2, which bars contact with
the cutting-edge until the gate has returned
to its normal position. It will thus be seen
that I guard the cutter C under all condi-
tions, even when the cutter-slot is. open, so
that it is practically impossible for foreign
matter to reach the blade by accident:

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a cutting implement substantially
such as -described, the plate I, formed with
the rigid interior cutting-edge C and slot S,
having an automatically-closing entrance, and
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the gunard G, the whole combined and ar-
ranged substantially in the manner and for
the purpose set forth.
2. In a cutting implement substantially
5 such as described, the plate P, formed with
the rigid interior cutting-edge C, slot 8, and
flexible guard @, for automatically closing
the said slot S, the whole combined and ar-
ranged substantially in the manner and for
1o the purpose set forth.
3. In a cutting implement substantially

such as deseribed, the plate I, formed with
the rigid interior cutting-edge C, slot S, pro-
vided with the automatically-closing entrance
situated beyond the cutting-blade €, and the
guard G, the whole combined and arranged
substantially in the manner and for the pur-
pose deseribed.
ABBOT AUGUSTUS LOW.
Witnesses:
D. W. GARDNER,
Gro. W. MIarT.
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