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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WALTER C. BECKWITH,
of Fostoria, in the county of Seneca and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Car-Seals; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as willenable others skilled in the art to which
it pertains to make and use it, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, which
form part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
car-seals; and it consists in the combination
of a sfrip of sheet metal havinga hole through
one end with the piece of lead which is se-
cured to the strip, and which is flattened out
by the sealer after the strip has been fastened
to the car-door or other object, and the piece
of lead passed partially through the perfo-
rated end of the strip, as will be more fully
described hereinafter.

The object of my invention is to producea
simple and cheap car-seal, which can be read-
ily and easily applied, and which canuot be
tampered with in any way without entirely
or partially destroying the lead.

Frigures 1 and 2 show edge views, partly in
section, of seals embodying my invention, and
which differ slightly in the mannerof attach-
ing the strip to the lead. TFig. 3 isa plan
view of a seal, showing the lead flattened.

A represents a strip of any suitable sheet

. metal, and which will be of any length and
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width desired. To one endof thisstrip is se-
cured the piece of lead B, which is of suffi-
cient length and thickness to allow any de-
sired word or words, letters, or other symbols
to be stamped thercon. The manner of at-
taching the lead and strip together may be
varied at will. Either a wire C may be passed
through one end of the strip and then the
two ends of the wire secured in the lead by
cagting the lead around them, or the end of
the strip may be made narrow and tapering
and have the lead cast directly uponit.

which the lead is attached has a hole D made
through it sufficiently large to allow the outer
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opposite end of the strip from the one to
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end of the lead to pass freely through. Af-
ter the seal has been applied to the car-door
or other object the lead is passed through
this opening D, as shown, and then the lead
is flattened and stamped at the same timeby
the sealer, a tool specially constructed for
thispur pose Inflattening thelead it ismade
too wide to be drawn through the opening D
in the end of the strip without cutting away
one or both of the edges of the lead, and thus
showing at a glance Fiat the seal has been
ampered Wlth

It will be seen that by providing one end of
the strip with a longitudinal bar, in contradis-
tinetion to a bar which passes at right angles
through the end of the strip, as has been the
case heretofore, a long printing-surface is
produced, and the passing of the longitudinal

‘bar through the perforation is easier effected,’

since it isinaline with the curve of the metal.

In the construections heretofore used and
above referred to the printing-surface islim-
ited substantially to the size of the perfora-
tion in the end of the strip, through which
the lead passes at right angles theleto, and
which is more difficult to pass ﬂlr011011 the
perforation for this reason.

The great merits of my invention consist
in its cheapness, ease of application, and im-
possibility of being tampered with without
showing it.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

A car-seal consisting of a strip of metal pro-
vided with a perfor a‘mon atone end and a lon-
gitudinal soft-metal bar at its opposite end,
Which passes directly through the perfomtion
in a line with the curve of the strip and ex-
tending beyond it, whereby a large printing-
su1face is p10v1ded and a lock eﬁected by

flattening the extending end, substantially as

shown and described.
In testimony whereof L affix mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses.
WALTER C. BECKWITH.
Witnesses:
JOHN A. BRADNER,
A. P. Coucn.
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