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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALFRED SAVILL Towu-
KINS, captain in the Vietoria Rifles, a citizen
of England, residing at Holmwood, Caterham,

5 in the county of Surrey, England, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in Port-
able Beds or Stretchers, (for which I have
obtained a patentin France, No. 198,639, dated
May 31, 1889; in Belgiun, No. 86,460, dated

1o May 31, 1889; in Italy, Vol. I, No. 434, dated
August 20, 1889, and in Great Britain by an
application for patent, which patent when
granted will bear date May 31,1889, No. 9,077,)
of which the following is a specification

15 This invention has for its object to provide
a novel portable bed suited for military men
or fravelers, and which is also available as

. a stretcher; and to such end my invention
consists in the features of construction and

20 combination of devices hereinafter described
and claimed, reference being made to the aec-
companying dmwmgs in whlch——

Figure 1 is a bottom plan view of the bed.
Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the same.

25 is a transverse sectional view. Fig. 4 is a
bottom plan view showing the bed folded for
transportation. Fig.5 is a sectional perspec-
tive view showing the manner of securing the

canvas or other favbu(, to the side bars. Fw

30 6 is a detail view of one of the sliding hau—
dles,showing its stop forlimiting the ou‘m ard
sliding movement thereof.

In 01der to enable those skilled in the art
to make and use my invention, I will now de-

35 scribe the same in detail, referring to the

drawings, where it will be seen that each of
the two side bars A of the bed consists of

three pieces of wood—two side pieces and a

top piece—forming together a trough-like sec-
tion, open below. In the hollow of each side
bar are pivoted two legs B, which can be
turned up and accommodated within the hol-
low, as indicated at B’, Fig. 2. There is also
accommodated in the hollow, at the end of

45 each side bar A, a handle C. These handles
can be drawn out as far as permitted by stops
I/, ag shown in Figs. 1 and 2, when the bed
or stretcher has to be earried, or they can be
slid lengthwise into the respective trough-

50 shaped side bars A, as shown in Fig. 4, so

40

Fig. 3

that the bed shall occupy Iess length in a
tent or when packed for transport. There
are also mounted in each side bar A a pairof
rollers D, for convenience of running the
packed-up bed into or out of a wagon. To 55
the two side bars A are jointed two sets of
toggle-arms E, which fold together when the -
bed is packed for transport, as shown in Fig.

4, or which can be stretched out, as shown .in
Figs. 1, 2, and 3, a stop ¢ being provided on 6o
one of the arms to prevent them from being
folded more than a little beyond their middle
position. A sliding ring ¢’ serves to keep
the toggles from bendlnrr

The canvas or other fabuc G may be at- 65
tached and detached at will, and to accom-
plish this it is secured in the following man-
ner: On the upper face of each of the side
bars A are fixed a number of flat staples F.
The eanvas or other fabric G has its edges 7o
folded over and stitched, so as to formon each
side a loop H, through the lower partof which
are holes, one corresponding in position with
each of the staples I*. The canvas or fabric
G being laid with its side loops H resting on 75
the side bars A and the staples F projecting
through the lower sides of the loops, a lath
or strip of wood K is thrust along the loops
H and through the successive staples, thus
gsecuring the canvas or fabric to the bed- 8o
frame. On withdrawing the laths K the can-
vas or fabric is at once released and ean be
removed for cleansing.

The handles C have attached near their
ends short pieces S of string for pulling them 85
out from the hollows of the side bars A.
When the frame is packed up for transport,
as shown by Fig. 4, the canvasor fabric need
not be detached, but may be accommodated
by folding it over the frame, and when the go
bed is folded it may be tied by strings or
straps 8/, which can also be employed to hold
the legs in their open position, as shown in
Figs.1,2,and 3, by tying such stringsor straps
to the toggle-arms E; but in practice these g5
strings or straps are not indispensable.

Having thus desecribed the nature of my
invention and the best meansIknow of carry-
ing the same into practical effect, I claim—

1. A portable bed or stretcher having can- 100
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vasorotherfabricattached to two side frames,
each of whichis of hollow trough-like section,
open below, with a pair of legs and a pair of
rollers pivoted in its hollowand a pairof han-
dles fitted to slide lengthwise into and out of
the trough-like frames and having stops, the
two frames ‘being jointed together by toggle-
arms, substantially as described.

2. Aportable bed consistingof side frames,
cach having a series of staples F secured
thereto, the canvas or other fabric G, having
loops IT, provided with openings, through
which the staples project, and the strips IS,

419,572

passing. through the staples and resting on

the loops of the canvas or other fabrie, sub- 13

stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, this 5th day of
June, A. D. 1889,

ALFRED SAVILL TOMKINS.

Witnesses:

B. Ro1,
A, MILxE,
J. KREN,
Engineers; both of Pler Wharf, Limehouse.




