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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ISRAEL W. CoX, a citizen
of the United States of America, resuhng at
Gold Hill, in the county of Jackson and State
5 of Oleoon have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Tongs for Holding
Plowshares; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to whieh it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
ot reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification.

My invention has reference to tongs for
holding plowshares; and it consists in the im-
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provedconstruction hereinafterdescribed and -

set forth, whereby a simple and efficient ap-
pliance is provided that can be operated to
conveniently hold the plowshare rigidly duar-
ing the sharpening or other operation, and
avoid the shifting incident to the use of the
ordinary tongs.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of my improved tongs, and Fig.
2 a plan view showing the relative position of
the share and -tongs dunno the operation of
sharpening the pomt of said sharte.

My improved tongs consists, principally, of
three members A I3 C, the first mentioned be-
ing more extended than the members B C, and
said member A is bent and shaped to present
the extended horizontal portion ¢ enlarged at
its end toform a bearing-head, and having an
integral lug b depending from the under side
and bent toform a lipc. At about the point
where the portion a terminates the member A
is bent to form a compound curve, and the
balance of said member then extends at sub-
stantially a right angle, to constitute a handle
or grasping p01t10n d, it being flattened and
headed for such purpose.

On the innersideof the portion a, adjacent
45 to the central curved part, is located a hori-

zontal tongue ¢, which is of approximately cir-

cularform, and is vertieally perforated for the

pivotal attachment of the inner enlarged end

f of the member B, the said end being bifur-
50 cated to pivotally receive said tongue.

20

25

30

It will be noted that the general form and
shape of the members I3 C is such that they
by themselves form a pair of tongs, and to
such end they are enlarged and recessed at g,
to provide for pivotal connection, their jaws 55
I % being respectively perforated and carry-
ing a lug 7, to pass through said perforation
when the jaws are compressed. Therearend
of the upper member C is provided with a
curved plate k, tending at right angles and 6o
serving to facilitate the opening and closing
of the jaws. A vertical pin / extends up rig-
idly from the bifurcated end of the member
B, and is notched on one side to form bearing
stops or shoulders, against which the shank 6y
of the member C can be sprung to lock the
jaws h 1 in either an open or closed position.

In practice the hooked lug of the member
A is caused to engage one of the perforations
in the plowshare, and the perforated jaw then 70
caused to register with the under side of an-
other opening in the share, so that the jaws
h 7 can be operated to cause the pin jto pass
through said opening and through thatin the
lower jaw, to hold the parts at such point 75
rigid and steady when the parts have been so
adjusted and their engagement with the share
locked by having the shank of the upper
member C sprung into engagement with the
shoulders of the pinl. The rear extended So
handle portion can then be conveniently util-
ized to effect the moving of the entire tongs
device and share upon the anvil.

It will be quite obviousthat theengagement
of the device at two points holds the share 83
rigid and prevents all tendency to shifting or
turning, a feature so objectionable in the em-
ployment of the ordinary form of plow-tongs.

The improved device is of comparatively
simple eonstruction, and is exceedingly serv- go
iceable. By having the members B C hori-
zontally movable relative to the member A,
the engagement with the share can be effected
irrespective of varying distances between the
perforations in different shares.

Having thus described my mventlon I
claim—

1. The combination, in a device for holding
plowshares, of a member A, having a rear han-
dle porticn and having its opposite end pro- 100
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vided with'a hooked lug, of a second member
pivotéd relative to said member A, to move
horizontally and provided with an engaging-
pin, and a member C, pivotally connected to
said second member, substantially asset forth.

2. The combination, in a device for holding

plowshares, of a member A, provided with a.

rear handle portion and having its opposite
end carrying a hooked lug, of a member B,
10 pivotally connected to member A, to move

horizontally, and having a pin j, and a mem-
ber C; pivoted to member B, as déscribed, and
having a perforated end to receive pin I, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 15

presence of two witnesses.
‘ "TSRAEL W. COX.
Witnesses:
JAMES W. WALKER,
CHAS. J. MEITZLER.




