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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CEpHAS C. SHELBURN,
a citizen of the United States, residing -at
Escarbada, in the county of Deaf Smith and
State of Texas, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Car-Couplings; and I
do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying

drawings, and to the letters of reference .

marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification,

The invention relates to hook-and-catch
couplers for railroad-cars; and it consists in

‘making one which will automatically drop by

turning in the quadrant of a circle as soon as
the draw-heads of two carsstrike together.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a plan view of
two draw-heads connected by my coupler;
Fig. 2, a perspective view of a draw-head with
my coupler in a vertical position; Fig. 3, a
perspective view of the coupler, and Fig. 4 a
plan view of a link to be used with a pin-
coupler. :

In the drawings, A represents-the draw-
head, having two parallel end hooks ¢ a, with
an open space o’ between them and a trans-
verse open space a® behind them.

B is the coupler, formed of a longitudinal
bar b, with a cross-bar or catch b’ near each
end. These catches are middle-pivoted, so
as to have a little lateral play on curves of
the track.

b*isabail extending up vertically and made
fasttothebar b, 50 as topermit uncoupling, and
also to assist in supporting the couplin g in its
broper erect position. When two car draw-

heads bump together and the coupler stands

vertically, as shown in Fig.2 of the drawings,
the said coupler falls, so thatitsfront cateh en-
gages the hooks of the opposite car. When the
draw-heads of two cars contact, the catches
are in the open spaces a? ¢* and may be lifted
out of the hooks by means of the bail 52
which may be lifted by hand or by suitable
mechanism.

When it is desired to couple with a ecar
draw-head having a pin-coupler, I use the link
C with a slot ¢ near one end for the pin and
a pivoted cross-bar ¢’ at the other end. This
cross-bar fits under the overhang a® of the
draw-head, so as to be held in a horizontal
plane while the link C is permitted the nec-

essary lateral play.

Having thus described all that is necessary
to a fullunderstanding of my invention, what
Iclaim asnew, and desire to protect by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The end cross-barred coupler B, pro-
vided with the rearwardly-bowed bail %, in
combination with a draw-head having the
hooks & & and open spacesa’ o/, whereby said
coupler B may beheld perpendicular, as shown
in Fig. 2 of the drawings; soas to couple auto-

- matically with the similar draw-head of an-

other car, as described. .

2. The link C, having front slot ¢ and piv-
oted cross-bar ¢/, in combination with a draw-
head having front hooks ¢ ¢ and rear over-
hangs a’, whereby two draw-heads may be
coupled by hook and pin, as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

CEPHAS C. SHELBURN.

Witnesses:
J. B. STEVENS,
S. H. HEYSER.
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