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To all whom it muay concern.:

Be it-known that I, NaTHANIEL I{. GAM-
BLE, of Winfield, in the county of Queens, in
the State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Lid - Fasteners for
Burial-Caskets, of which the following, taken
in econnection with the accompanying draw-
ings, is a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to the eclass of lid-
fasteners in which a catch enters a slotted
catch-plate and interlocks therewith.

My present invention consists in the com-
bination, with the casket and its lid and a
catch and cateh-plate attached to said parts,
of a peculiarly constiructed and arranged
latch, which is secured to the part carrying
the catch-plate, and is adapted to automati-

.cally engage and maintain the catch in its in-

terlocked position in the catch-plate, and a
manipulative key is adapted to throw the
latch out of engagement with the catch, all as
hereinafter more fully described, and set forth
in the claim.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1isaver-
tical longitudinal section of my improved lid-
fastener and the portions of the burial-casket
to which said fastener is attached. Iig. 2 is
atop plan view of a portion of oneof the sides
of the casket to which the catch-plate is at-
tached, and Fig.3 isan inverted plan view of
that portion of the lid to which the catch is
attached.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A represents a portion of the side of a
burial-casket, and B the portion of the lid
directly over the former. :

P denotes the catch-plate of my improved
lid-fastener, Said plateis countersunkinthe
top edge of the side of the casket and rig-
idly secured thereto by screws 2 4, passing
through the plate and into the side of the
casket. Thig catch-plate is formed with a
longitudinal slot e and with a longitudinal
surface-groove ¢’, extending from one end of
the slot, as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings.
Underneath said catch-plate is a latch d, pref-
erably of the form of a spring-plate, secured
at one end to the casket under the end of the
plate P, which is provided with the groove ¢/,
the free end of said spring-plate extending
part way the length of the slot e. The at-

tachment of the spring-plate I preferably ef-
fect by passing the attaching-serew ¢ at the
aforesaid end of the catch-plate through the
spring-plate, and thereby clamping the latter
between the catch-plate and subjacent por-
tion of the casket.

T, represents the catch, which is preferably
of the form of a hook, adapted to enter the
slot e of the catch-plate P and engage the
ander side of said plate at the end of theslot
farthest from the latch or spring-plate h, as
shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The said
cateh is formed on a plate P/, which is coun-
tersunk in the under side of the marginal
portion of the lid B and firmly secured in its
position by screws [ [, passing up through the
plate and into the lid. :

The catch % is provided with a shoulder ¢
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at its back and in such a position that when -

the catch is fully engaged with the catch-
plate the free end of the latch or spring-plate
d abuts against said shoulder, and thus pre-
vents the catch 7 from being withdrawn from
its aforesaid engagement. For releasing the
cateh from the spring-plate I employ a suit-
able key, preferably of the form of a push-
pin b, sliding in a vertical channel ¢, extend-
ing through the catch back of the shoulder ¢
and through its supporting-plate P’ and mar-
ginal portion of the lid. The said push-pin
rests with its lower end on the free end of the
spring-plate d,and is supported thereby. The
uppet end of the push-pin is provided with a
suitable head 7/, the top of which is nearly or
quite flush with the top of the marginal por-
tion of the lid, the upper end of the channel
a being enlarged to accommodate the head b’
and allow the same to be pushed down.

Only two of the described lid-fasteners are
required on a casket, one on each side. Other
ordinary catches—such agshownat C,orof any
other suitable and well-known form—are em-
ployed at intervals of the length of the afore-
said parts of the casket and lid.

In applying the lid to the casket the lid is
placed with its catches I h resting in the
grooves ¢’ of the catch-plates. Then by sliding
thelid endwise toward the slots ¢’ the catches
enter said slots and pass with their hooks un-
der the catch-plates at the ends of the slots,
and when this is effected the latches or spring-
plates d automatically fall with their free
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ends into engagement with the shoulders ¢ of
the catches, and thereby lock the latter in
their position.

To remove the lid from the casket, the push-
pins b are to be pushed down. The spring-
plates d, being thereby depressed and thrown
out of engagement with the shoulderse, allow
the 1id to be drawn back out of the slots of
the catch-plates.

Having deseribed myinvention,whatI claim
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— :

In combination with the casket and its lid,

a longitudinally-slotted cateh-plate attached’

to the top of the side walls of the casket, a
cateh attached to the under side of the lid
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and adapted to enter the slot of said plate
and engage the under side thereof and pro-
vided with a rearward shoulder, a latch se-
cured to the casket and adapted to engage the
shoulder of the aforesaid catch when inter-
locked with the cateh-plate, and a key pass-
ing through the lid and engaging the afore-
said latch, substantially as deseribed and
shown. :

In testimmony whereof I have hereunto
signed my name this 4th day of October, 1889.

NATHANIEL K. GAMBLE. [L.s.]

Witnesses:
ANDREW MANGER,
GEORGE COOKE,

20

25



