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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoserE H. STEWART, a
citizen of the United Statesof America, resid-
ing at Bluff City, in the county of Sullivan
and State of Tennessee, have invented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Bow-Facing
Oars; and Ido hereby declare the followin g to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in bow-facing oars, the
object thereof being to provide an oar which
will allow the oarsman to sit facing the bow;
and my invention consists in providing an oar
made up of two sections jointed to each other,
said jointed sections working above a piv-
oted plate secured to a vertical portion which
takes the place of the oar-lock, said portion
being bifurcated and provided with a remov-
able cross-pin for limiting the angle of the
bed-plate and oar, as will be hereinafter more
fully set forth, and specifically pointed outin
the claims. .

In the accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate my invention, Figure 1 is a perspective
view showing my improvement applied to a
boat. Fig. 2 is a side elevation showing the
gunwale of the boat in cross-section with my
improvement applied thereto.

A refers to a plate which is secured to the
gunwale of the boat in any suitable manner,
preferably after the style usually employed
for connecting the ordinary thole-pins there-
to. This plate A has upwardly-projecting
members ¢ a, which are provided with a se-
ries of vertical perforations, the upper per-
forations beingat the center of the upwardly-
projecting members, and through the same
basses a transverse pin h, for securing the
plate B pivotally thereto. The perforations

a* are located a little to one side of the center
of the vertical members of the plate A, and
through the same passes a pin ¢, against
which the under side of the plate B will abut

to properly limit the inclination of the plate
and oar sections. A series of these perfora-
tions are provided, so that the transverse pin,
against which the plate B abuts on the com-
mencement of the stroke, can be adjusted to
permit the attachment to be advantageously
used in boatshaving different heights of gun-
wales or when a boat is loaded, this pin pre-
venting the oar-blade being submerged too
deep or more than necessary in the water.

The plate B is pivoted to one side of its
center between the members of the support
A, the pivot-pin being provided at one end
with a head and at the opposite end with an
opening for the passage of means forlocking
the same in position, as a padlock, to pre-
vent the oar and attachment being removed
from the boat by unauthorized parties. Of
course,when such locking means are provided,
the support A will be bolted to the gunwale,
8o that it cannot be readily removed.

Above the plate B are located two castings
D and E, which are jointed or hinged to each
other, the adjacent portions of which fit snugly
together, one section being provided with a
tongue, while the other has a slot, within
which the tongue fits, a pintle being used for
securing the parts, The section or casting D
is secured to the pivoted plate B by a bolt d,
which bolt, if desirable, can be arranged to be
adjustable within the perforation d? so as to
vary the length of thestroke. The outerend
of this casting D has a socket, within which a
wooden handle is fitted and secured.

The casting E is provided near its center
with an oblong vertical slot B/, throu gh which
passes a vertical bolt or pin rigidly secured
to the plate B, Thig pin is of less diameter
than the slot, so that it will work freely there-
in. The oar-blade or lower section of the oar
is secured in a gocket in the end of this cast-
ing.

In the hereinbefore-deseribed device the
oarsman is enabled to sit facing the bow of the
boat and row in the usual manner, and is pre-
vented from dipping the oar too deep in the
water by the under side of the plate B con-
tacting with the cross-pin., When the eross-
pin is removed and the handle of the oar re-
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leased, the oar and plate B may swmg, 80 a8
to be almost parallel with the sides of the
boat. The outer end of the plate B, striking
against the beveled face of the support A
throws the handle of the oar in such a posi-
tion that it will not interfere with the move-
ment of the oarsman within the boat.

This device is especially adapted to be ap-
plied to hunting - boats, skiffs, yawls, and
pleasure-boats.

I am aware that prior to the filing of my
application it has been proposed to prov1de
a jointed rowing-oar, one of the parts of which
is pivoted to a plate, while the blade-section
is provided with a slot, as i§ shown in thé
patents issued to S. W. anncls, dated Octo-
ber 22, 1867, or the patent to B. F. Bennett,
dated March 2, 1886, and I do not therefore
claim a JOmted bow- facmfr oar, broadly; but

What I claim as new; and deque to Secure
by Letters Patent, is— -

1. In a jointed 1ow1n<r-oar, the castings or
parts D.and E, connected to each other | by a
hinged joint, the blade portion E having a
slot through which passes a pin seciired to a
bed—plate, said slot being located beyond the
pivoted portion of thé oar the section D, hav-
ing two or more perforations, and a pin for
securing said sections to the plate B, said sec-
tion bemfr provided with a handle, while the
opposite Section carries a blade, the bed-plate
having a plain upper surface and pivoted to
a support substantially as shown, and for the
purpose set forth.

2. In a bow-facing odr comnsisting of two
sections hinged to each othet; said sectlons

cirrying the liandle and blade, & plate hav-
iig a transverse pivoted pin, by means of
Whlch it is secured between the bifurcated
portions of the plate A, said bifurcated por-
tions having one or more perforations, through
which a pin is passed for limiting the mchna—
tion of the plate B, substantlally as shown,
aind for the purpose set forth.

3. The combination, with a bow-facing oar,
constructed substantially asshown, of a plate
or support A, having vertical members, with
a geries of pelforatlons through which passes
a removable pin or bolt, the upper portion of
said plate between the members thereof be-
ing beveled, substantially as shown.

1. The combma’uon, with the jointed oar-
sections,one of which is prov1ded with a slot,
through which passes a pin, the adjacent sec-
tion to which it is hinged being pivotally
connected to a plate by a pin, the outer ends
of 8aid sections being provided with sockets,
$0 that the handle and blade can be remov-
ably connected thereto, of the pivoted plate BB,
having a flat upper surface, above which the
sectmnsD and E move, a transverse pivot-

bolt located to one side of the center of the

plate B, said bolt being provided with means
for locklnﬂ the same to the vertical members
of the support A, substantially ag and for the
purpose set f01th
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presende of two witnesses.
JOSEPH H. STEWART.
Witnesses:
EUGENE W. J OHNSON,
HORACE L. BEALL.
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