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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ASHLEY H. HATCHARD,
of Lynn, in the county of Essex and Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, have invented
an Improvement in Hose-Bridges, of which
the following, taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings, is a specification.

This invention hasg foritsobject to provide
means for bridging hose laid over railway-
tracks, (as in case of fire purposes,) so that
trains may be earried over without injury to
the hose.

The nature of this invention is to be fur-
ther described and then specifically claimed
hereinafter. .

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of the invention combined with a rail-
way-track. Fig. 2 is a cross-section on line
2 2 of Fig. 1.

The frame-work A may be composed of
iron or other suitable material, and is pro-
vided with one or more apertures «, for re-
ceivinghose. Said frame-work hasitsbottom
face formed fo bear upon the railway-track
B, and its upper face is arched, thereby
forming a two-way incline from the center of
the frame-work, extending outward and bev-
eling downward to a vanishing point, where
it connects with the railway track or rail B.

Said frame-work has on its top face a rail H,
which is bent to conform and bear upon the
top surface of the frame-work A, to which
frame-work it is secured by suitable pins or
other means.

To facilitate the operation of combining
the device with a railway-rail, the frame-work
A is provided with hooks ee, which are made
to grasp the rail, as shown in Fig. 2. These
hooks further serve to retain the device in
position while the train is passing over.

In operation the hose is laid over the rail-
way-track in the usual manner. The hose-
bridge is then placed upon the track with the
hose extending through the apertures . The
train in passing over is movedup the incline
on one side of the bridge and goes down the
opposite side thereof to the rails again.

I claim as my invention—

A hose-bridge provided with apertures a,
an arched top surface formed to receive the
tread of arailroad-carriage wheel,and devices
for emgaging with the -section of a railway-
track, substantially as described.

ASHLEY H. ITATCHARD.

Witnesses: :
GEro. H. WILLIAMS,
C. B. TUTTLE.
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