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. To all whom it may concern.
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Be it known that I, CHARLES E. CLARK, of
Franklin, county of Norfolk, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Bedsteads, of which the following descrip-
tion, in connection with the accompanying
drawings, is a specification, like letterson the
drawings representing like parts.

This invention relates to a novel bedstead
especially adapted to be used in hospitals,
asylums, and like places, and has for its ob-
ject to provide an extensible bedstead, as will
be described, whereby the length of the said
bedstead may be changed, so that a single
bedstead may be used by persons of different
heights—as, for instance, the said bedstead,
when extended to its full length, is adapted
to be used by a full-grown person, and when
shut up or contracted adapted to be used by
children or as a crib for infants.

My improved bedstead consists, essentially,
in the combination, with the head-board and
the foot-board, of the extensible bedstead-
bottom consisting of two or more rows of
lazy-tongs connections, having their opposite
ends firmly secured to the said head and foot
board, and composed of bars pivoted at their
ends and center, as will be described, and
eross-bars having their ends connected to the
central pivots of the bars, whereby the said
bed may be lengthened and shortened, while
its width remains the same, and stops secured
to the said eross-bars, substantially as will be
described.

The extensible bed-bottom referred to in
practice will have secured to it, as will be de-
seribed, spiral springs upon which is laid the
mattress of usual construction, the said
springs being connected together by any flexi-
ble connection, such as chains, or it may be
cords.

The particular features in which my inven-
tion consists will be pointed out in the claim
at the end of this specification.

Figure 1 is a top or plan view of an exten-
sible bedstead embodying my invention, the
said bedstead being shown as extended to its
normal or full length. Tig.2isa view insec-
tion and elevation, showing my improved
bedstead employed as a mantel or cabinet
bedstead, the bedstead being represented by
dotted lines as inclosed within the cabinet

and concealed from view by the usual cur-
tain; Fig. 3, a detail in elevation, partially
broken out, showing the detachable head-
board as secured in place upon the perma-
nent head-board of the bedstead; Fig. 4, a
detailrepresenting the detachable head-board
as secured to the head and foot board of the
bedstead to form the top of a table, it being
provided with a suitable cover, (indicated by
dotted lines;) Fig. 5, a top or plan view of the
extensible bedstead contracted or folded up
into its minimum length, the mattress-sup-
porting springs being omitted; Fig. 6, a sec-
tional detail to more clearly show the stop f,
the section being taken on line z z, Fig. 2;
and Fig. 7, a sectional detail on line ¥ ¥, Fig.
6, to more clearly show the cross-bar.

The head-board A, provided with the cross-
bar A’, and the foot-board A% provided with a
cross-bar A3, are preferably composed of me-
tallic rods or tubes; but they may be made
of wood or other material, as now commonly
constructed, the cross-bars A’ A® being pref-
erably made as angle-irons, which are herein
shown as supported by hubs or collars A* AS,
secured to the posts of the said head and
foot hoards. . :

The cross-bars A’ A® support my improved
extensible bedstead - bottom composed, as
herein shown, of two parallel sets or lines of
bars, each set or line of bars comprising a
nnmber of bars ¢ o/, pivoted together at their
ends, as at a%, and at their centers, as ab a?,
to form a lazy-tongs connection between the
cross-bars A’ A3, the endmost bars a o’ of
each line or set of bars being pivoted to the
said eross-bars, as at a’a®. (See Fig. 5.) The
sets or lines of bars are connected by cross-
bars b, having their ends secured to the cen-
tral pivots &%, as clearly shown in Figs. 1
and 5.

The extensible bottom preferably supports
spiral springs % secured to the pivots a® at
of the lazy-tongs, and joined together at their
upper end by a flexible connection—such as
a short chain b®—the springs b*at the ends of
the bedstead-bottom being also connected, as
herein shown, by suitable chains to collars
b* on a cross-rod b (see Fig. 3) of the head-
board. .

The cross-bars A’ A3 have secured to them
near their centers supporting-feet 0%, and the
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extensible bedstead-bottom is supported at
its longitudinal center by feet b7, herein
shown as rods, having their upper ends bent
and secured to the pivots a?, as clearly shown
in Fig. 2. I prefer to employ eight feet b7,
two on opposite sides of the bed and four in
the center.

As shown in Fig. 1, my improved bedstead
is extended to its full or normal length, and
is adapted to be used by grown persons.

If it is desired to use the bedstead for chil-
dren or small persons or as a crib for infants,
the head and foot boards may be forced to-
ward each other, thus folding or contracting
the extensible bedstead-bottom, as shown in

_ Fig. 5, it being represented in said figure as

20

25

especially adapted for a crib, the said bed-
stead-bottom being at such time of minimum
length.

The bedstead may be made of any desired
length between the extremes represented by
Figs. 1 and 3, respectively, as the occasion
may require. . . )

To prevent the bedstead from being ex-
tended too far, I have provided suitable

. stops (herein shown as bars f) secured to the
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cross-bars A’ A% so that when the bed is ex-
tended the desired length the end bars o’
will be brought into engagement with the
said bar f, and the latter, being firmly fast-
ened to the cross-bars A’ A3 the bars a o’ will
be prevented from being further turned on
their pivots, and the bed-bottom will thus be
prevented from being further extended.

My improved bedstead may be used in the
ordinary manner, or it may be used as a cab-
inet or mantel bedstead, it being contracted
or folded up into the position represented
by dotted lines, Iig. 2, and concealed from-
view within the cabinet by the curtain ¢,in
usual manner; or the said bedstead may be

folded up into its minimum length and em-
ployed as a table, the top of the table in such
instance being formed by an auxiliary head-
board ‘¢’, (see Figs. 3 and 4,) the said auxil-
iary head-board being provided with spring-
arms c?, adapted to be clamped to the rods
constituting the head-board of the bedsteftd,
when the bedstead is to be used for sleeping
purposes, and adapted. to be clamped over
the head and foot boards, as shown in Fig. 4,
to form the top of the table, the bedstead be-
ing concealed from view by a suitable cover-
ing ¢

For purpose of shipment the head and foot
boards will preferably be connected by rodsd,
secured to suitable eyes d’.on the said head
and foot boards.

My improved bedstead may be made of
any desired width,

I claim—

In a bedstead, the combination,with a head-
board and a foot-board and cross-bars 1_&' 'As,
of the extensible bedstead-bottom conms.tmg
of two or more rows of lazy-tongs connections
having their opposite ends pivotally secured
and firmly supported by the said cross-bars
and composed of bars a «’, pivoted at their
ends and center, as described, and cross-bars
b, having their ends connected to the central
pivots of the bars ¢ ¢/, and a stop, as f; secured
to the said cross-bars to be struck by the lazy-
tongs and thereby limit the length of thebed,
substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

CHARLES E. CLARK.
Witnesses:
Jas, H. CHURCHILL,
M. Ravy.
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