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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosgpH E. HIMMELL, of
Palmyra,in the county of Marion and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Hame-Clasps; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the artto which
it pertains to make and use it, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, which
form part of this specification.

My invention relates to an Improvementin
hame-clasps; and it consists in the combina-
tion, with a hame-clasp consisting of a frame
which passes down over the top of the hame
and catches in between the projections, of
a spring-follower in the frame which holds it
in position, as will be more fully described
hereinafter. "

The object of my invention is to provide a

_clasp for holding together the upper ends of

the hames, and which can be adjusted verti-
cally either up or down without having to de-
tach any part.

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of a
hame-clasp which embodies my invention.
Fig. 2 is a plan view, partly in section.

A represents one of the hames, whichispro-
vided with a suitable number of projections
B on its outer side and near its upper end,
these projections being separated any suit-
able distanceapart. The hame-clasp consists
of an elongated frame C, which has a slot D
through one end for the hame-strap to pass
through and a suitable opening G through its
other end sufficiently large to allow the up-
per end of the hame A and the projections to
pass through. Placedinthebody of theclasp
is a spring-actuated follower I, which presses

against the inner side of the hame, so as to
hold the outer end of the clasp in between
any two of the projections. This spring-fol-
lower can be forced back into the frame by
simply pushing the clasp of the frame toward
the hame. .

Should it be desired at any time to adjust
the hame-clagp either up or down upon the
hame, it is not necessary to detach the clasp
from the strap or to loosen some portion of
the fastening, for it is only necessary to push
the frame of the clasp toward the inner side
of the hame to force the spring-follower back
into the frame, and then the clasp can be
freely moved back and forth ovér the projec-
tions and the hame, so as to adjust it in any
desired position. -There will be any desired
number of projections, and the space between
them will be just sufficient to allow the end
of the clasp to catch between them.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

The combination of a hame, provided with
a series of projections upon its outer side,
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with the hame-clasp, which has an opening -

through one end adapted to be passed down

‘| over the top of the hame and its projections,

said hame-clasp also provided with a spring-

‘follower to bear against the inner side of the

hame and an opening through its inner end
for the attachinent of the hame-strap, substan-
tially as shown and described.

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH E. HIMMELL.

Witnesses:
DENTON S. THOMAS,
ALEX. K. ZIEGLER.
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