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To all whom 6 may concern:

Be it known that I, IRVING G. PLATT, re-
siding at Waterbury, in the county of New
IIaven and State of Connecticut, have in-
vented cerfain new and useful Imp1 ovements
in Rivets; and I do declare the following to
be afull, clear, and exact description of the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, which form a part of this speci-
ﬁcafuon

My invention relates to an improvement in
that class of rivets formed from sheet metal,
and each consisting of a head and two taper—
ing prongs of curved cross-section seated
within the said head and at a right angle
thereto.

Heretofore these rivets have had shar ply-‘

pointed ends, and have been objectionable in
that the same are liable to curl inward in
using the rivets, unless that tendency is es-
pecially provided against by the use of a
tapering die spreading the points and fore-
ing them to turn outward, but objectionable,
as it draws and puckers the material and
renders impossible the securing of as nice a
job as may be done with a pelfectly-ﬁat die.
The said rivets are also objectionable be-

cause their points, being very slender, do not
break down and lie ﬁat upon the cloth but
curl or arch over and clear the cloth, e\cept
at their outer ends, which engage mth and
often cut it. These arching ends stand away
from the cloth and defeat the flat finish which
it is desired to secure in the rivet,

My invention is designed to overcome the
objections above cited incident to rivets hav-
ingsharply-pointed prongs; and it conmsts in
a rivet having blunt-ended prongs.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view in vertical section showmo a rivet
with shalply-pomted prongs, a tapenno die,
such as is used forforcing the prongs to turn
outward, and a fra(rment of cloth, and illus-
trating how the ends of the prongs arch over
the same. Fig. 2 is a view in end elevation
of a rivet embodying my invention. Fig. 3 is
a view thereof in vertical section on the line
a b of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is aplan view of such a
blank as may beemployed in making my im-
proved rivets, and Fig. 5 is a view corre-
sponding to Fig. 1 and 11111st1a’01n<r how my
improved 1lvets operate.

The old rivet (shown by Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings) consists of ahead A and two slender

prongs B B, the prongs having practically no
support and bending one way as readily as
another. The same figure of the drawings
shows a tapering die C For forcing the pOlIltb
to bend outward.

My improved rivet (ahown by the remain-
ingfigures of the drawings) consists of a head
A, preferably of circular form, and of two
taperm prongs curved or bowed in Cross-
section, Liaving parallel outer faces B B, blunt
ends C C, and re-enforcing webs D D D D,

widening from the said ends to the bases of

the prongs, which are seated within the said
head at a right angle thereto. The said webs
extend in effective width to the very ends of
the prongs and prevent the same from turn-
ing inward when subjected to lengthwise
pressure. Consequentlytheends of the prongs
invariably turn outward, as it is desired they
should do, and this Wlth a flat die, whereby
with my improved rivet I insure the outward
turning of the prongs and employ the die
adapted to secure the neatest work.

In applying my improved rivet the prongs
break down sharply and, making an abrupt
turn, lie flat upon the ecloth, the surface
whereof is therefore not appreeiably inter-

‘rupted by them. By properly portioning or

disposing the metal in the prongs of my im-
broved rivet the prongs may be made to break
down abruptly at a point as near the rivet-
head as the thickness of the fabric will per-
mit. This cannot be done with a rivet hav-
ing long pointed prongs which are too slen-
der and contain too little metal at their ex-
treme ends to admit of it.

Having fully described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is—

A sheet-metal rivet having a head and two
tapering prongs eurved or bowed in cross-
section, having straight parallel outer faces,
blunt ends, and re-enforcing webs located
upon their inner faces and extending in ef-
fective width to their very ends, whlch are
thereby prevented from curling inward un-
der pressure, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-

ing witnesses.
IRVING G. PLATT.
Witnesses: :
CHAS, B, SHUMWAY,
Wi T\ Boors,
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