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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 420,953, dated February 11, 1890.
Application filed May 31,1889, Serial No. 812,677, (No model,)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERT™F. NELSON, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Mansfield, in the county of Bristol and
State of Massachusetts, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Bouquet-Hold-
ers, of which the following, taken in conneec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, is a
specification.

This invention relates to improvementsin
bouquet-holders; and it consists of a perfo-
rated bar or plate provided with a pin for se-
curing the device to the garment, combined
with an elastic cord or band passing loosely
through the perforated bar or plate and hav-
ing its ends secured to the latter,aswill here-
inafter be more fully shown and described,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, where—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
thedevice. Fig.2 represents a horizontal sec-
tion of it. Tig. 3 represents a plan view of
the blank from which the holderis made, and
Fig. 4 represents a perspective view of the
device shown in use.

Similar letters refer to similar parts where-
ever they occur on the different parts of the
drawings.

The ba,ld plate or bar may be made of any
suitable size and shape, plain or ornamental,
to suit the demands of the trade and fashion,

To the plate or bar o is attached a pin b, of
any well-known form, as shown in Fig. 1, by
means of which the device is temporarily se-
cured to the garment, as shown in Fig. 4.

In connection with the plate or bara, I use

an elastic band or cord ¢, which is loosely

passed through perforations ¢’ ¢’ in the plate
or bar a,and is secured in its endstothe back
of the said plate or bar in any suitable man-
ner.

In practice I prefer to provide the plate or
bar « with end lips or projections a’’
which arebent backward overtheends of the
elastic band or cord ¢, thus serving the pur-
pose of securing the ends of said elas_tic band
or cord te the plate or bar. That portion of

the elastic band or cord that is in sight in
front of the plate or bar ¢ serves as an elas-
tic loop, between which and the front of the
plate @ the stems of the flowers or bouquet
are confined when the device is in use, as
shown in Fig. 4. It will thus be seen that
by reason of the elasticity of the cord or band
¢ the device is equally useful for holding a
single flower or a number of flowers against
the plate or bar @, as may be desired. By
having the said elastic band or cord passing
loosely through the perforations ¢’ ¢’ and ex-
tended beyond the latter to the ends of the

_plate or bar a,I am enabled to use an elastic

band or cord of a length equal to the plateor
bar «, by which it will yield sufficiently to
allow for the insertion in the front loop of the
stems of a number of flowers and for hold-
ing the same in position equally well as if a
single flower was inserted in the said loop.

In practice I prefer to attach to the front
part of the elastic cord or band ¢ a small
button, projection, or ornament d, which
serves for the purpose of taking hold of
when the eord is to be stretched preparatory
to the ingertion of the flower or flowers.

The invention is very simple in construc-
tion, very serviceable for the purpose for
which it is intended, and can be manufac-
tured at a very small expense.

‘What I wish to secure by Letters Patent
and claim is—

Theimproved bouquet-holdel, as described,
consisting of the bar or plate @, having per-
forations o’ ’ ecombined with the elastic cord
or band c, passmo loosely through said per-
forations and having its ends secured to said
bar or plate, and the pin b, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subsecribing witnesses, on this 25th day
of May, A. D. 1889

ROBERT F. NELSON.

Witnesses:

ALBAN ANDREN,
MARTHA J. JACKSON.
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