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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HARDEN DEV. PRATT,
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing at
Elmira, in the county of Chemung and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Imp1 ovements in Hitching-Straps; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the mventxon,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

Myinvention consistsin theimproved hitch-
ing-strap and its mode of attachment to the
bridle,hereinafterto be deseribed and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the bit, bit-ring, and portion of the
bridle, together with my improved strap and
its fastening in position. Fig. 2 is a detailed
view of the strap and fastening.

Throughout the drawings like reference-
letters refer to like parts.

In the present method of attaching hitch-
ing-straps to the bridle of a horse there are
few devices which combine the necessary
qualities of strength, simplicity, and readi-
ness of attachment ’lhe ordinary snap-hook
is weak and difficult o handle in cold weather
when the driver’s hands are protected by thick
gloves. Moreover, this, in common with other
modes of attachment, acts only upon one por-
tion of the bit-ring, and when the horse jerks
his head to one side the strain isapt to break
the said ring or twist it from the bit.

In my invention the hitching-strap Bis per-
manently attached to the circular plate A by
means of a staple Corin some otlier suitable
manner. This circular plate A is of a size
slightly larger in diameter than the bit-ring

F, and has a portion of its ecircumference cut:

away, leaving a space ¢’, so that when the
strap B is passed through the ring F and the
plate A is brought up against said ring the
end of the bit-bar H will come opposite the
cut-away portion ¢’ and will not displace
the plate A from its position, which it tends
to assume concentric with the ring I,

In the preferred form of my invention the

-eentral portion of the plate A is cut away,

leaving a rectangular openinga. This is not
necessary, but is desirable as rendering the
plate A lighter without in any way de’n act-
ing from 1ts strength.

In Fig. 1, M is the head-strap, N the check-
rain, and L the driving-rain, all attached to
the bridle-ring F; and it will be seen that my
improved fastening in no way interferes with
these other attachments to the bit-ring, nor
does it bring any degree of strain upon any
of them.

The advantages of my invention are obvi-
ous. Theattachment can be made readily by
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inserting the end of the strap through the bit- -

ring and pulling it through until the plate A
comes to a bearing against the ring. Itslips
into place between the ring and the side of
the horse’s head, and presents a smooth sur-
face to the skin of the animal, all danger of
chafing being avoided. Whenever any strain
is put upon the strap it is evenly divided over
the entire ring F and the same enabled to re-
sist that strain to its best advantage,and will
not be broken or twisted, as is frequently the
case when the hitching-strap is attached to
only one portion of the circumference of said
ring. There are no springs or catches to get
ou’c of order and no nicety of manlpulatlon
required.

Having therefore described my invention,
what I clalm as new, and desire to protect by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with the bit-ring of a
bridle,of a circular plate,whichis of a slightly-
greater diameter than said ring, and which
hag a portion of its circumference cut away,
a staple in said plate, which isadapted to pass
through said ring, and a hitching-strap at-
tached to said staple, substantially as de-
seribed.

2, The combination, with the bit-ring of a
bridle,of acircular plate,which is of a slightly-
greater diameter than said ring, and which
has a portion of its circumference cut away,
and a hitching-strap attached to said plate
and passed through said ring, substantially
as described.
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In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein 95

presence of two witnesses.
HARDEN DrV. PRATT, JR.

Witnesses:
CHARLES W, STUART,
I Horwis MILLS.




