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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known thatT,J OHN HENRY MITCHELL,
of Bloomfield, in the county of Davis and
State of Towa, have invented g new and Im-
proved Lock for Hoops, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

The invention will be first described, and
then set forth in the elaims,

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Tigure 1 is a plan view of a shipping-case
embodying my invention, and showing also
a clamp for drawing the lock-sections to-
gether. Tig. 2 is a partial vertical elevalion
showing ahoop in the fastened position. Tig.
3 is a perspective view of the fastener-blocks.
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a modified con-
struction of the fastening-blocks. Fig.5isa
cross-sectional view of the fastening-blocks
shown in Fig. 4,

In constructing my improved hoop-lock I
provide two blocks 11 11% which form the
main part of the lock. The blocks 11 11* are
pivotally secured direct to the hoops 10 by
passing the ends of the hoops around the
cross-bar 12, with which the blocks 11 11» are
provided, after which the end of the hoop is
returned on itself and riveted, as shown. The
blocks 1111 are oppositely beveled and their
beveled faces are formed with teeth 13 to
cause them to interlock when brought to-
gether. o maintain the blocks in the inter-
locked ‘position, a wire 14 is passed around
the same and twisted, the blocks being formed
with vertical grooves 15 for receiving the said
wire. iy

In addition to the wire 14, the fastening-
blocks may be formed as in Fig. 5, in which
one of the said blocks is formed with a lon-
gitudinal slot 16° for receiving a staple 16,
that projects from the toothed face of the
opposite block. The arch or bend of the sta-
ple is of greater thickness than the base of
the legs thereof, and its thickness is likewise
greater than the width of the slot 162, Thus
the slotted block can only be made to engage

the opposite one by causing the forks of the
said slotted block to pass each side of the
staple, and it can be unfastened only in the
same manner, instead of being passed over
the staple, after the manner of a hasp. By
binding the blocks with a wire, as in Fig. 6,

with the wire passed beneath the bend of the

staple, the said wire and staple will prevent
the slotted block from being moved out of en-
gagement with the opposite teeth of the hlock.
To provide for bringing the opposite blocks
together, I have provided a clamp 20, (shown
in Fig. 1,) and which need not be further de-
scribed, as it forms no
claimed herein.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I'elaim as new, and desire fo secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— }

1. A fastener for hoops, consisting of oppo-
sitely-disposed beveled blocks having toothed
interlocking faces and provided at their outer
ends with cross-pieces; substan tially as de-
seribed. :
~ 2. The combination, with a hoop, of oppo-
sitely-beveled fastening-blocks pivotally con-
nected to the ends of the hoop, the beveled
faces of the blocks being toothed, substan-
tially as described.
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3. The herein-described fastener for hoops,. -

the same consisting of oppositely -beveled
blocks having toothed interlocking faces and
formed with vertical grooves on their oppo-

site faces for receiving a fastening-wire, sub-

stantially as deseribed. .

4. The herein-described fastener for hoops,
the same consisting of oppositely - beveled
blocks having vertical grooves on their oppo-
site faces for receiving a fastening-wire, the
beveled faces of which blocks are toothed,
one of the blocks being slotted and the other
provided with a staple, through which the
tastening-wire may be Passed, substantially
as deseribed, :

JOUN HENRY MITCHELL.

Witnesses:

FRANK W, EICHELBERGER,
M. DONNING.
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