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‘beyond the side pieces, as shown in Figs. 1
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To all whom it MYy concermn:

Be it known that I, MARTIN J. WALSH, of
Parsons, in the county of Luzerne and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Household Furniture,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description.

My invention relates to an improved article
of furniture, and has for its object to com-
bine in the one piece a kneeling or prayer
bench, a chair, a desk, and a table, and to so
construct the article that the several parts
thereof may be folded up to occupy but a
limited space when in use only as a kneeling-
bench; and a further object of the invention
is to so construct the several parts that they
will be simple and durable and capable of
convenient and expeditious manipulation.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters and figures of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
views. '

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the arti-
cle of furniture, illustrating the chair in po-
sition for use, the table up, and one arm ex-
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ward from the bottom to a point above the
center, as illustrated at 14 in Figs.1 and 2,
and thence they are beveled inwardly.

In the opposed faces of the side pieces 12 a
spindle 15'is pivoted, nearer the front than

the rear edges of thesaid side pieces, and upon’

.the said spindle the rear-end of g chair-seat
16 is rigidly secnred, two front legs 17 being
hinged beneath the seat, as shown in Fig. 4.
When the seat is not in use, the legs are
folded up beneath it and the seat is carried
to a perpendicular position between the side
pieces, as shown in Fig. 2. When, however,
it is desired to use the seat, it is brought to
a horizontal position, the legs drawn down to
a vertical position, and the lower ends of the
legs, which are reduced, are made to enter
sockets or recesses 19, of snitable size, pro-
duced in the base 10 at or near the front.
The space between the base 10 and the up-
per cross-piece 13, near the top, is divided
into three compartments, A, B, and C, by
means of two horizontal spaced partitions 20
and 21, located near the upper portion of the
space, the compartment A being adapted for
the reception of the chair-seat, and the up-
per compartment C for books, beads, orother
necessary arlicles of devotion, and the center
compartment B is divided into a series of
sub-compartments by vertical partitions 22,

tended, adapted to support the writing-desk.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the device
when folded up and capable of use asa kneel-
ing or prayer bench, Fig. 3 is a front eleva-
tion of the article of furniture, illustrating
the writing-desk and the chair in position for
use. Fig. 4 is a central vertical section
through the article, the chair, table, and desk
being in position for use. Fig. 5 is a similar
section when the device is folded up or in
position as a kneeling or brayer chair, and
Figs. 6 and 7 are perspective views of the
arms.

The body of the device consists of & base
10, mounted upon suitable casters 11, side
Dieces 12, projected upward from the base,
which side pieces are about half the width of
the base, and are connected at the upper end
by a cross-piece 13, being made to project

and 2. The front edges of the side pieces

as illustrated in Fig, 1, and the front of this
compartment is covered by a binged door 23,
which may, if desired, be provided with a
lock. The top piece or strip 13 of the body
is also made to project over the back piece of
the same, and theside pieces12 are connected
at the rear by a board or boards forming the
back of the compartments A, B, and C, and
to the overhanging portion of the upper
cross-strip 13 a table 24 is hinged, adapted,
when not in use, to hang perpendicularly
-downward, as shown in Figs, 2 and 5, and
when in use the table is carried to a hori-
zontal position in the same plane with the
upper cross-piece 13, and is held in such po-
sition by a brace-bar 25, pivoted to the under
side of the leaf, and supported by a bracket
26, secured to the bhack of the body.

The overhanging portion of the cross-piece
13 at the front is recessed to receive arms
27, which arms ave hinged tosaid cross-piece,

12 are preferably beveled upward and out-

as illustrated in Fig, 2. These arms are
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shown in detail in Figs. 6 and 7, each arm
having produced in the outer or front end a
longitudinal slot 28, and one of the two mem-
bers o and a’, formed by the said slot, is cut
away, as best shown in Fig. 6, and in the
rear portion of the slot 28 of each arm the
upper end of a brace-rod 29 is pivoted, which
rod is of sufficient width, when folded up, to
enter the slot 28, as shown in Fig. 7, and an
extension 30 is formed upon one side of the
arm, the inner end of which extension con-
tacts with the outer end of the shorter mem-
ber ¢ of the arm, the outer end of the main
portion of the brace-bar 29 is beveled, as
llustrated at 32 in Figs. 6 and 7, and the ex-
tension 30 is made to project beyond the said
beveled portion, as is shown in the same fig-
wres. When the arms are carried tothe hori-
zontal position illustrated in Figs. 1and 4,
the brace-bar 29 is dropped downward and
‘the projecting end of the extension 30ismade

to enter one of two ormore cavities 33, formed .

in blocks 34, one of which blocks is rigidly
attached to the outer face of each side piece
12. The angle of inclination of the arms is
regulated by the location of the cavity in
which the brace-bar 29 of the arms is intro-
duced.

A writing-desk 35 isused in connection with
the device, which consists, preferably, of a
rectangular board of suitable length and
width, hung, when not in use, at the rear of
the body, as shown in Fig. 5; and to that end
the desk-board is provided at one end with
attached eyes 36, adapted to be engaged by
hooks 37, fastened in the under portion of the
overhanging section of the top piece 13. When
the table 24 is not in use, the desk is hung
upon the hooks 37. When the table isin use,
however, in order that the desk may not be
in the way of its brace-bar 25, the eyes of the
desk are connected with hooks 37 ! fastened
to the under side of the leaf near the rear
edge, as shown in dotted lines, Fig. 4.

The desk is provided with a transverse bat-
ten 37" at or near each end, and upon each
batten a button 38 is pivoted.

When the desk is to be used, the chair is
placed in position, as aforesaid, and when the
operator is seated the bhatiens are made to
enter the slots 28 in the arms, and the but-
tons are turned, thereby securing the desk to
the arms transversely of the same.

The desk may be provided with a suitable
receptacle for an inkstand and pens, if so
desired.

sockets,

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1.  As an improved article of manufacture,
a piece of furniture consisting of a boxlike
body having a chair-seat pivoted therein,
which seat is provided with suitable front
hinged legs, arms hinged to the side pieces of
the body, and a desk supported by and se-
cured to the arms when the latter are sus-
tained in a horizontal position, substantially
asand for the purpose specified.

2. As an improved article of manufacture,
a piece of furniture comprising a body por-
tion having a wide base, a chair-seat hinged
at one end between the side pieces of the
body and provided with hinged legs, arms
hinged to the side pieces of the body at or
near the top having bifurcated outer ends, a
brace-bar hinged in the bifurcated extremi-
ties of the arms adapted to rest in sockets se-
cured to the side pieces of the body, a writ-
ing-desk table provided with battens upon
the under surface adapted to fit in the bifur-
cated ends of the arms when the latter are in
a Horizontal position, and buttons pivoted
upon the said battens, substantially as shown
and described, whereby the article of. furni-
ture may be employed as a writing desk and
seat, or as a seat, or as a kneeling or prayer
bench, as set forth.

3. The combination, with a body compris-
ing vertical side pieces, a top piece, and a base
of greater width than the side pieces, said
base provided with a series of apertures or
and bloeks containing cavities at-
tached to each of the side pieces, of a chair-
seat pivoted at ome end between the side
pieces of the body, legs hinged to the under
portion of the said seat adapted to enter the
sockets in the base, arms bifurcated at their
outer ends, hinged to the front of the body
at or near the top, each arm provided with an
attached pivoted brace capable of entering
the cavities of the side blocks, and a writing-
table provided with battens upon the under
surface capable of entering the space be-
tween the members of the arms, and buttons
pivoted to the said battens, substantially as
shown and described, whereby the table is se-
cured to the said arms over the chair, as and
for the purpose specified.

MARTIN J. WALSIL

Witnesses: .

JoserH L. GALLAGHER,
PATRICK GOLDEN.
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