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To all whom it may concern:

Be if known that. I, Bar1is T, KENNARD,
Jr., a citizen of the United States, vesiding at
Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Attachments for Banjos, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to a banjo-tone modi-
fier. The tone of the banjo ordinarily is
loud, dull, and metallic. While this is some-
times desirable, my invention will change or
modify this tone at the will of the performer,
who can by means of my attachment gradu-
ally modulate and soften the ordinary banjo-
sound until it accords harmoniously with the
guitar, zither, autoharp, or other soft-toned
instruments with. which it may be played in
unison.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of a banjo, the body
part of which is shown in section. Fig. 2 is
a top view of the body or head of the banjo.
Fig. 3 is an under side view of same. Fig. 4
is a section of a part of the banjé-neck and a
sectional view of my attachment. Tig.5isa
view of the notched plate. Fig.6is a top and
end view of the presser-plate. Fig. 7is a bot-
tom view of same.

The letter A designates the body of the
banjo, comprising the circular rim b and the
head ¢, of sheep-skin or parchment. The
neck D extends diametrically across the body
and is attached to the rim 0. The bridge-
piece ¢, over which the strings are stretched,
rests upon the top side of the head ¢.  All
these parts, which are common to banjos, are
here referred to merely to assist in reaching
a clear understanding of my invention.

The presser block or plate F, as here shown,
consists of a block having a contact-rim g,
which is to bear against the under side of the
banjo-head c opposite the bridge-piece e, as
shown in the drawings. 'The material of the
presser-block It or its shape is a matter of
no special consequence. It may be made of
metal, wood, vulcanized rubber, or other ma-
terial.

In the present instance the contact-rim g
of the plate is rectangular and is partly sepa-
rated from the plate by open spaces s It

will be observed that its place of contact on-
the under side of the banjo-head is such that
its rim g takes around or circumsecribes the

spot whereon'the bridge-piece e bears. This

particular arrangement of presser-plate and

bridge-piece is found to be productive of the

best results, though it is not essential, as a
very pleasing modification of the ordinary
thrumming banjo-tone may be effected by an
otherwise application of the presser-plate.
This presser-plate may be attached either to
the rim b or neck D of the banjo under the
head. In this instance it is shown attached
indirectly to the banjo-neck D. An adjust-
ing-holder for the presser-plate consists of a
plate &/, having a U-shaped notch & and se-
cured to the banjo-neck D. A screw I has
an annular groove j, which takes and is free
to turn in the said U-notch k on the plate.
The screw also has a smooth central body I,
which turns in a hole in the neck, and at its
end m the secrew is threaded. Said threaded
end takes in a hole m/ in the presser-plate.
It will be seen that the screw I may be turned
freely without itself advancing; but when
turned its thread m acts on the presser-plate,
which will be adjusted to or from the banjo-
head ¢. 'Thus the screw device is an adjust-
ing-holder of the presser-plate. _
A very gentle pressure of the plate-rim
against the banjo-head is sufficient to pro-
duce a modified tone, and a variation in the
pressure will produce variations in the tone.
By the means here shown the performer
on a banjo may at will or pleasure apply or
remove the tone-modulating presser-plate.
Having described my invention, I claim—
1. A banjo-tone modifier consisting of a
plate provided with a contact-rim ¢, which
is partly separated from the plate by open
spaces, and an adjusting-holder attached to
the plate. ' .
2. A banjo-tone modifier consisting of a
contaet presser-plate having a screw-hole m/,
a plate %, having a U-shaped notch, and a
screw I, provided with an annular groove
which fits and turns freely in said U-notch,
and having a screw-threaded end m, which
takes into the hole in the presser-plate, as set
forth. :
Intestimony whereof T affix my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

BALTIS . KENNARD, Jr.
Witnessesi

JNo. Epw, MORRIS,
JNo. T. MADDOX.
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