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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT B. SCHOFIELD,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Can-Openers, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My improvement relates toinstruments for
opening sealed metal cans; and the object of
the improvement is to open the can from the
side, soas toentirely remove, if desired, either
end of the can.

I will deseribe in detail a can-opener em-
bodying myimprovement, and then point out
the novel features in elaims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of -a can-opener embodying
my improvement. Fig. 2 is a similar view
looking from the other side of the can-opener.
Fig. 3 is an end view of the same.

Similar letters of reference designate corre-

‘sponding parts in all the figures.

A designates a handle, represented as hav-
ing a lip B projecting at right angles to the
direction of the length thereof. Thislipmay
be formed integral with the handle, or it may
be secured thereon in any desired manner.

C designates a knife, by which an incision
is cut in the can to open the latter. This
knife has a cutting-edge ¢ upon its inner edge.
It is to be observed that this cutting-edge in
this example is longitudinally curved.

C’ designates a gripper. This gripper has
a serrated inner edge, which is represented
as longitudinally curved. The construction
is sueh that the distance between the knife
B and the gripper ¢’ is gradually lessened
from their outer ends to their inner ends.

As shown, the knife C and gripper ¢/ are
made of one piece and are secured upon the
handle A, upon the side of the latter which
is opposite the lip B, and also extend width-
wise at right angles to the direction of the
length of the handle A.

In using this opener it is taken in the hand

in the position shown in Fig. 2. The knife
C is then forced through the metal of the
can near an end of the latter and upon the
side of the can, The lip B will then extend
over the end of the can.. In this position a
rocking movement is given to the can-opener.
The gripper C” grips the metal upon the ex-
terior of the can and prevents the opener
from slipping while the knife cuts along in
the metal. By moving the instrument along
as fast as the cut is made the end of the can
may very quickly be separated from the body.

It is important that the cutting-edge of the
knife,and preferable that the serrated edge of
the gripper, should be longitudinally curved,
as described, for the reason that thereby a
constant bearing is had upon the metal of
the can, which effectually prevents slipping
of the opener when in use. At no tims duar-
ing the operation of cutting is there any
looseness or failure of perfect contact be-
tween the knife and the gripper and the
metal of the can.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a can-opener, the combination, with
a single handle adapted to bear on the ex-
terior of a can, of a knife having a cutting-
edge and a gripper having a serrated inner
edge, both said knifeand gripper being rigidly
connected to the handle, substantially as
specified.

2. In a can-opener, the combination, with a
single handle, of a lip on said handleadapted
to extend over the end of a can, a knife hav-
ing a longitudinally-curved cutting-edge, and
a gripper having a serrated inner edge, both
said knife and gripperbeing rigidly connected
to the handle, substantially as specified.

ALBERT B. SCHOFIELD.
‘Witnesses:
FREDK. HAYNES,
K. E. PEMBLETON,
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