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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ORLANDO C. BLACKMER,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Oak Park, in the county of Cook and btate
of 111111015, have invented certain new and

- useful Improvements in Supports for Frames,

&c., of which the following is a specification.
The object of my 1nvenmon is to provide a
support which is adapted for use in sustain-
ing various articles—such as picture-frames,
photoomph@ cards, books, drawing-boards,
and the like—in an upright or inclined posi-
tion. It is common to provide small frames,
cards, and the like with a hinged leg or legs
whereby to support them in an uputrht or
inclined position; but such appliances as
usually constructed are insufficient, because
they have no means for locking the lower
ends of said legs in their extended position,
and therefore a slight shock is sufficient to
throw them down, often resulting in the
breaking of the glass of the frame or in soil-
ing the picture or card. I have overcome
these difficulties by providing a support,
which consists, essentially, of two legs and a
central part adapted to engage a mnotch or
stop in or on the back of the object to be
supported, the upper ends of the legs being
secured with the top or sides of the article
to be supported, the whole being formed in-
tegrally, and preferably from a single piece
of wire, sheet metal, stiff pasteboard, or other
resilient material, and adapted to be folded
flat against the back of the object supported
and extended for use simply by causing the
upper ends of the brace to engage the stop or
notch.

The invention may be embodied in a va-
riety of forms, and it will therefore be under-
stood that the forms shown are intended to
be illustrative merely.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view of the
support detached. TFig. 2 is a side elevation
showing the support and an article held
thereby. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the
preferred form of construction, and Fig. 4 is
a perspective view of a support formed from
a flat sheet of material.

In the drawings, A represents the article
to be supported, which may be a ecard, pho-
tograph, picture-frame, book, tablef, or the

like, and which articles are usually desired
to be supported in an inclined position, one
edge resting upon a table.

The support comprises two legs B B, which 55

will usually stand in an upright position and
will have their.upper ends secured to the
upper end of the article to be supported.
These legs will usually be constructed inte-
grally with a brace or locking-legs, which
consist of the two converging members b, the
upper end of which will be adapted to en-

6o

gage a locking notch, catch, or stop E, pro- -

vided in or on the back of the article to be
supported. Insome instances the catch might
be dispensed with, ag the surfaces of the ar-
ticle to be supported might be sufficiently
rough to hold the end of thelocking-arms; or
Where cloth or like material is enwaged by
them the friction alone might be sufficient.
The upperend may be pomted orit may carry
a friction-stop. .

The support may be formed from a single
piece of wire bent to provide the supportm(r

and bracing legs, or it may be cut from a

sheet of metal, eard-board, or other resilient

material, the only essential being that it shall-

be strong enough to prevent collapsing, and
yet resilient enough to permit the brace or

‘locking member to be deflected at an angle
to the upright portion to adapt it to engage-

with the back of the article, and thereby to

hold the supporting-legs in their upright po-

sition.

I prefer to make the device from wire and
to provide the locking-legs with a straight
portion b’, as shown in Fig. 3 of the draw-
ings, 50 as to give a bearmw of such breadth
as will impart a,ddltmnal 1101d1ty to the sup-
port.

It is obvious that modifications of the par-
ticular construction herein shown and de-
seribed may be made within wide limits with-
out departing from the spirit of my invention.

I claim—

1. A support consmtmfr of a pair of legs
adapted at their upper ends for securement
with the article to be supported and having
integrally formed with their lower ends a
blace normally in the plane of the legs, and

adapted to be flexed at an angle thereto to

engage the article to be supported and lock
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the legs in their extended position, substan-
tially as described.

2.” A support comprising uprightlegs adapt-
ed at their upper ends for securement with
the article to be supported and having an in-
tegral bracing-leg upturned from their lower
ends and lying normally in the plane of the
upright legs, the whole constructed from ve-

silient material, whereby the bracing-leg is
adapted to be flexed to engage the article and ro
thereby lock the supporting-legs in their ex-
tended position, substantially as described.
ORLANDO C. BLACKMER.
Witnesses: I
FREDERICK C. GOODWIN,
N. M. BoND.




