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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wirriam J. VITT, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, a citizen of the Umted States,
have 1nvented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Fasteners for Shoe-Strings, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to an improved fast-
ener for shoe-strings, by which the necessity
of tying the string is avoided and the same
firmly retained in position by meansof a sim-
ple and effective retaining device; and the
invention consists of an eyelet applied to the
shoe-upper, and of a hinge-retaining plate
having a tongue that clamps or pierces the
lacing - string, which is passed through the
eyelet, so as to reta‘n the same firmly in po-
sition.

In the aocompanymop drawings, Figure 1
represents a face view of my 1mp10ved fast-
ening device for shoe-strings, showing the
same in open position before the string is in-
troduced. Fig, 2 isa face view of the same,
showing the fastening device in position for
retaining the shoe-string; and Fig. 8 is a hori-
zontal section of the same on line x x, Fig. 2

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
upper of a shoe, B an eyelet applied to the
same, which eyelet is provided with pintle-
sockets a, and C is a plate that is hinged to
the pintle-sockets of the eyelet and provided
withacentral V-shaped recessb anda pointed
tongue C’, bent at an angle to the plate. The
hinged plate C partly closes the opening of
the eyelet A when the same is placed over
the tongue C’ of the hinged plate serving
to engage the shoe-string D, passed through
the eyelet A, so as to either clamp or pierce
the same after it has been passed through the
eyelet A. The shoe-string D is first applied
to the holes or hooks of the shoe, and finally

passed through the eyelet A, after Whlch the
hmcred plate C is placed over the shoe-string,
S0 that the recessed palt presses on the string,
while the tongue ¢’ clamps or pierces the
shoe-string, and the string is thus firmly re-

tained by the wedge action of the plate and
the direct action of the tongue, as shown in
Figs. 2 and 3. The strain exerted on the lac-
1n0‘-str1110" D holds the retaining - plate C
ﬁrmly in closed position, and produces there-
by the fastening of the lacing-string in a re-
liable and effectlve manner Wlthout requiring
the tying of the string. The recessed plate
B may be acted on by a spring, and thereby
retained in the eyelet in the same manner as
the locking-plate of pocket-book clasps and
the like. 'When one lacing-string is used, one
fastening is used, while When two 1aoln0f—
strings are employed a second fastening de-
vice on the opposite part of the shoe is em-
ployed.

The above- descrlbed fastening device can
be used for fastening all kmds of strings
other than ghoe- stnnwe——for example, corset*
laces, bag-strings, &c

Having thus described my invention,Iclaim
as new and desne to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

A fastening for strings, composed of an eye-
let applied to the upper of the shoe oranalo-
gous article, and a locking-plate hinged to
szud eyelet and provided with a recess and a
tongue in said recess,said tongue beingmade
integral with the plate and benb at an angle
ther eto $0 as to clamp or pierce the strm
substantlally as set forth. .

In testimony that I claim the foxe@omg as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subsol 1b1n<r witnesses.

WM. J VITT

Witnesses: .

PAUL GOEPEL,
JOHN A. STRALEY.
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