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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE M. JUBBARD,
of New Ilaven, in the county of New Haven
and State of Connecticut, have invented a new
Improvementin Buckle-Guards; andIdohere-
by declare the following, when taken in con-
nection with accompanying drawingsand the
letters of reference marked thereon, to be a
full, clear, and exaect description of the same,
and which said drawings constitute part of
this.speciﬁcation, and represent, in—
~_Figure 1, a top view of the guard complete;
F'lg. 2, a gide view of the same; Fig. 3, an end
view looking from the forward end ; Fig.4,a
top or face view of the buckle and straps with

“the guard applied; Fig. 5, a longitudinal cen-

tralsection of the same; Fig. 6,asectional view
illustrating the application of the guard;
Fig. 7 an end view, and Fig. 8-a top view, of a
guarq asmade from sheet metal; Fig. 9,a per-
spective view of the guard as made from
wire, -

. This invention relates to an improvement
in the device which is combined with a com-
mon swing-tongue harness-buckle, the device
being designed to cover and guard the ex-
posed end of the tongue as it rests upon its
bear;ng-bar, the invention being useful more
particularly for buckles used to support the
breeching and where the points of the tongue
are exposed orliable to be entangled with the
horse’s tail, the object of the invention being
a cheap and simple construction which may
be readily applied, and when applied be se-
curely retained in its position; and it consists
in the construction as hereinafter described,
and particularly recited in the claim.

A represents the standing-strap, to which a
common buckle B is applied, the buckle pro-
vided with a swing-tongue C in the usual
manner, adapted to rest upon the bearing-bar
D of the buckle-frame. Through this buckle
the adjustable strap E is run in the usual
manner,

The guard consists of a loop a, through
which the adjusting-strap E may readily pass.
From the upper or outer side of thisloop the
shield b extends forward, This shield is of
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hook shape, its forward end turned downward,

and through that turned-down end an open- 5o

ing d is provided, through which the tongue
C of the buckle may pass. Preferably the
loop is shaped so as to stand ina plane oblique
to the plane of the hook end, and as eclearly
seen in Fig. 2. This completes the guard.
It is applied by first setting it onto the ad-

justing-strap E, as seen in Fig. 6. Then, after

the tongue is inserted through its hole in the
adjusting-strap the hooked end is set onto
the tongue, the opening d permitting this to
bedone, and then thetongue drawn toits bear-
ing, asseen in Fig. 5, The hooked end of the
guard engages with the bearing-bar of the
tongue, and so that so long as the tongue rests
upon that bar the gunard is interlocked with
the buckle so as to prevent its separation, and
as there is usually strain upon the adjusting-
strap to prevent accidental displacement of
the buckle-tongue the guard becomes sub-
stantially permanently attached to the buckle
until a readjustment is desired.

This construction of guard is very simple.
It is of a shape to permit it to be east; or it
may be readily made from sheet metal, as
seen in Figs. 7 and 8, a blank being cut to
shape, and then the loop and hook formed by
bending, or it may be made from wire, as seen

‘in Fig. 9, the ends of the wire preferably

meeting intheloop. Theendsmay be left dis-
connected, or may be soldered or brazed to-
gether.

It will be understood from the foregoing
that I do not claim, broadly, a guard to pro-
tect the tongue of a buckle, the said gunard
being adapted to embrace the strap which is
run through the buckle, the essential feature
of my invention being the construction of
the guard with the turned-in end having an
opening through it throngh which the buckle-
tongue may pass, while the said turned-in
end engages the tongue-bearing bar as a
hook to interlock the guard directly with the
buckle. -

I claim—

The herein-described buckle-gnard, con-
sisting of the loop a, adapted to set on over
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the adjustable strap and having a shield b | the tongue and tongue-bearing bar of the
projecting from its upper or outside bar, the | buckle.

end of the shield turned inward and con- GEORGE M. HUBBARD

structed with an opening d through it cor- o o
5 responding to the tongue of the buckle, sub- Witnesses:

stantially as desecribed, and so that the said IFrRED C. EARLE,

turned-in end of the guard may engage both LiLriaN D. KELSEY.




