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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES A. CAWPBELL a
citizen of the Unlted States, residing at New
Orleans, parish of Orleans, State of Loulslana,
have invented anew and useful Barrel-Head,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
barrel-heads; and it consists in providing the
same with means, substantially as shown and
described, whereby the barrel-head may be
firmly secured in position and when desired
readily detached withoutdisturbing the hoops
thereof.

Figure 1 vepresents end views, in perspec-
tive, of two barrels,-one of which shows the
opening in the head for the insertion of the
wedges, the other having the wedges in place.
Fig. 2 represents bottom views of the wedges.
Fig. 3 represents perspective views of the
same parts. Fig. 4 represents a perspective
view of the same parts, showing the flanges.
Fig. 5 represents a cross-section on line z «,
Fig. 2.

Similarletters refer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views.

A represents a barrel-head formed of two
sections B and C, the section B having a re-
cessed edge, as shown at a, while the adjacent
edge of the section Cis right~1ined orstraight.

D and E represent wedges adapted to be
fitted in the opening between the two sections
B and C. Each of the wedges has a straight
side b to contact with the straight edge of the
section C, the opposite sides of each wedge
respectively corresponding with the sides of
the recess a, the side of the wedge E having
a widened portion, as at o, w1th narrowing
ends. The wedges are beveled at their outer
ends so as to 1'eadi1y enter the channel in the

chine of the barrel, and have recesses ¢ in-

their tops, whereby a driving-tool may be in-
serted for pushing the wedges into place.
The inner ends of each of the wedges are
formed with inclined faces d and ‘e, so that

they may slide or move one on the other when |

operated and form a tight joint when secured
together. On the 51des of the wedges which

.are vertical to the plane of the b&nel—head

are flanges f, adapted to rest on the top of
the edfves of the sections, thus serving to keep
them from falling into the opening or below
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the sections. . The sides of the wedges D and
E are vertical to the plane of the tops thereof,
as is clearly shown in Fig. 5.

The operation of securing the head in place
isas follows: The curved edves of the sections
B and C are placed in the croze or channel in
the chine of a barrel and the wedges D and
E inserted in the opening between the said
sections, the outer ends being in the direction
of the channel. The wedges are then driven
by means of a proper tool, which is inserted
inthe recesses ¢, into the channel, thus further
separating the sections and spreading the
barrel. It will be noticed that the flanges f
cause the wedges to move horizontally on the
sections direetly toward the channel, and the
inclined contact-faces d and e of the ends
form a close.joint while the head is being
tightened. Whenthe headisin place,a screw
or nail may be passed through the inner ends
of the wedges, thus firmly holding them in
positior. The two wedges D and K are read-
ily formed of a single piece of material cut
in two diagonally, so that the inclined faces
at the inner ends have: the same slope or in-
cline.

In -lieu of the recesses in the tops of the
wedges, a piece of wood or other material may
be secured thereto for a bearing for the driv-
ing-tool.

What I desire to claim and secure by Let-
ters Patent is—

1. A barrel-head formed of two seeuons, one
having a straight-line edge and the other a
recessed edge, and both having said edges at
right angles with the planeof the tops thereof,
wedges having outer ends with beveled upper
and lower faces and inner ends, each having
an inclined contact-face, the said wedges hav-
ing flanges on the upper portions of their
sides adapted to rest on the top of the see-
tions,and provided with recessesin their tops,
said parts being combined substantially as
described.

2. In combination with corresponding sec-
tions of a barrel, a wedge composed of two
sections, the one having a wider section and
tapering in both directions, and said sections
adapted to fit endwise, substantially as de-
scribeds

3. A barrel-head consisting of two sections,
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2 422,008
one having a straight contact-edge and the | rel-section, and both wedges having vertical
other a recessed edge a, the wedges D and E, | sides below the flanges, said parts being com-
having inclined upper and lower contact-faces | bined substantially as described.

“and beveled outer ends, and flanges on the JAMES A. CAMPBELL.
upper portion of the sides of the said wedges, Witnesses:
one of the wedges having a widened central ROBT. AITON,

portion coinciding with the recess in the bar- C. C. WILLIAMS.




