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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM JUDSON MER-
CER, a citizen of Lhe United States, residing
at Homel , in the parish of Claiborne ‘md
State of Louisiana, have invented a new and
useful Plow-Fastener, of which the following
is a specification.

My invention relates to 1mprovements in
plow - fasteners; and it consists in certain
novel features hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a blow provided with
myimprovements. Fig.2isa viewshowing the
plow-standard and the plow-shovel in sectlon
and the fastening device in elevation. Fig.
3 is a detail pempectlve view of the fasten-
ing device. Fig. 4is a vertical sectional view
showing a shovel and heel - sweep attached
to a plow-standard by my improved fastening
device.

The plow—standeu'd Ais of the usual con-
struection and has alongitudinal slot B, while
the plow-shovel may be of any desir ed shape
or size, and is provided at its upper end with
a notch C and a short distance below said
notch with an opening D.

My improved device consistsof thelocking-
bar E and the wedge or key F. The lockan-
bar is substantmlly T -shaped, having the
shank G, adapted to pass through the open-
ing D of the plow-shovel and the slot B of
the standard, and the cross-head H, adapted
to rest atramsb the front side of the plow-
shovel, and provided with a lip I, adapted to
engage the notch C and enter the slot of the
standard.

The shank G is provided near its end with
the openings J K, passing through its body
at right angles to each other and one slightly
in 'mdvance of the other longitudinally, and
the wedgeorkey F is adapted topass through
one of these openings to secure the loekmfr
bar in position.

The construction and arrangement of my
improved device will be readily understood
from the foregoing description, and the ad-
vantages of the device are thought to be ob-
The locking-bar is ingerted through
the plow-shovel and the standard, as shown
and described, and the key is then passed
through the transverse opening J, and bears
on the rear side of the standard. The wedge
shape of the key causes it to draw the lock-
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ing-bar rearward, and thereby firmly clamp
the plow-shovel to the standard. When a
heel-plate or heel-sweep is used, it is slipped
over the rear end of the shank of the lock-
ing-bar, and the key is then inserted through
the opening K, so as to bind against the rear
side of the heel- plate and clcmmp the heel-
plate and the shovel to the standard. The
distance between the longitudinal disposi-
tion of the slots J and K is such as to com-
pensate for the added thickness of the heel-
sweep.

The- shovel is effectually prevented from
rotating by reason of the shank of the lock-

“ing-bar passing through the opening D there-

in and the lip at the upper end of the lock-
ing-bar engaging the notch in the upperedge
of the shovel.

The device is very simple and ean be manu-
factured and sold at a slight cost.

It will be observed that the standard is

composed of parallel plates having flat inner
faces and that the locking-bar is angular in
its formation and adapted to'fit snugly be-
tween the said plates. The shovel will thus
be effectually prevented from turning wup-
ward or to one side without the use of addi-
tional securing means or necessitating a pe-
culiar conbtluctlon of the standard. It will
also be noticed that the locking-bar is pro-
vided with two openings for the wedge, s0
that the wedge may be inserted either ver-
tically or horizontally, as one or the other may
prove most convenient and effective.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

The herein-described plow-fastening device,
comprising an angular T-shaped locking-bar
provided at one end of its head with an an-

gular lip, and the shank of said locking-bar-

being provided with openings at right angles
and one slightly in advance of the other, in
combination with a wedge adapted to pass
through eitherof said openm%, substantially
as set forth.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM JUDSON MERCER.

Witnesses:
J. R. RAMSEY,
W. F. BRIDGES.
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