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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OTIs L. PERKINS, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Peabody, in the county of Essex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Potato-Chip Holders, of
which the following, taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings, is aspecification.

This invention relates to improvements in
potato-chip holders adapted for use in gro-
ceries or other stores where “ chips ” or fried
potatoes are retailed, and it is carried out as
Tollows, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
the device. Fig. 2 represents a longitudinal
section of the same.
zontal section on the line X X shown in Fig.
2. Tig. 4 representsa detail perspective view
showing the guard above the delivery-open-
ing, and Fig. 5 represents a modified form of
such guard, ,

Similar letters refer to similar parts wher-
ever they occur on the different parts of the
drawings.

The device congists of a box or receptacle
A of suitable size, having, preferably, trans-
parent sides and front, so that the contents
of the said box may readily be seen, The
box is secured to a base or bottom piece a,
having a front extension ¢/, as shown in Figs.
1,2, and 8. '

A’ is a hinged or removable cover for clos-
Ing the upper end of the box after the chips
have been placed therein.

Through the lower front end of the box A
ismade an opening b, adapted to be closed by
means of a hinged door or slide B, as shown
in Figs. 1, 2, and 3. Above the opening b is
secured to the inside of the box the arched
guard C, the lower side edges of which termi-
nate some distance above the bottom ¢, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 4, leaving open spaces
¢ ¢ below such guard-edges for the purpose
of conducting the chips downward on each
side of the said guard toward the opening b,
and thus preventing their being clogged on
topof thesaid guard; The sides of the guard

terminate at some distance from the sides of
50 the box «, leaving open spaces ¢’ ¢, through

Fig. 3represents a hori-

which the chips are conducted from the guard
to the delivery-opening b, as shown in Fig. 3.

In Fig. 8 1 have shown a modified form of
the guard, such modification consisting in
making it arched over the opening b in the
form of an inverted V. In either construec-
tion the guard is arched over the opening b
in a direction from one side wall of the box
toward the other side wall and in a line par-
allel with the front wall having the opening.

Opposite to the delivery-opening b, I secure
in a stationary position to the interior back
portion of the box A the inclined conductor
D, having a series of longitudinal corruga-
tions d d d, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, for
the purpose of gradually guiding the chips
toward the opening b.  This conductor-plate
inclines down from the rear wall and project-
ing below the lower side edges of the arched
guard is secured directly to the bottom wall
of the box.

The chips are removed from the box A by
means of an ordinary hand-scoop E, (shown in
Fig. 1,) which is inserted through the open-
ing b into the lower part of the said box A,
and after being filled with the chips the said
scoop is withdrawn and the operation re-
peated.

“ Chips,” so called, are very frailand easily
brokenand have therefore to be handled with
great care to prevent their being broken up,
and for this reason I employin the box A the
arched guard, with openings at the bottom
thereof, and spaces between it and the inside
of the box, 0 as to gradually cause the chips
to be conducted to the place where they are
to be scooped out.

An inclined conductor with a plain surface
would be objectionable in a chip-holder on
account of the chips beingliable to brealkage
while being forced downward against such
plain surface; but by using a vertically cor-
rugated or fluted eonductor D, as shown and
deseribed, the curved chips will be easily con-
ducted toward the delivery-opening without
being broken. It will readily be seen thatas
the chips are generally curved they will more
easily it and conform to the longitudinal con:
cavities and convexities of the corrngated con-
ductor D and slide downward thereon with-
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out being bloken, as compared w1th a smooth
1nchned conductor.
By the use of the arched guar d and the lon-

- gitudinally-corrugated inelined conductor, as
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described, the undermost chips in the box A
are automa‘clcally guided toward the deliv-
ery-opening b and removed as occasion may
require, thus preventing any stale chips from
remaining in the box. .

I amawarethattea-caddies and spice-boxes
of a similar character for grocer’s use have
heretofore been made, such boxes, however,
being provided with a guard extending from
side to side of the box; but this construction
is objectionable for my purpose, as thereby
the chips would be liable to clog up and col-
lect above such guard at the sides of the box
and could not be removed witheut breaking
them. In such spice-boxes a plain inclined
conductor has been used; but although serv-
iceable for teas and spices it would be liable
to break up chips, and to prevent this Tmake
my inclined conduetor fluted or corrugated
from its upper to its lower end.

What Iwish to secure by Letters Patent
and claim is—

The potato-chip holder herein deseribed and
shown, consisting of the box A, having its
front end wall provided with the opening b,
the interior guard C, arched over the said
opening in a dlreemon from one side of the
box toward the other side and terminating at
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a distance from the sides and bottom of the .

box to provide the spaces ¢’ ¢’ ¢ ¢, and thein-
clined corrugated conductor D, fixed in the
box and extending from the rear wall thereof
below the side edges of the arched guard to
the bottom wall of the box, substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification;in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, on this 23d day of
November, A. D. 1889,

OTIS I.. PERKINS.

Witnesses: .
ALBAN ANDREN,
KARL A. ANDREN.
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