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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JAMES H. FLANAGAN,

of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and Com- ‘

monwealth of Massachusetts, have invented
a certain Novelty in Toys, which I designate
the “Base-Ball Puzzle,” of which the follow—
ing is a specification.

My invention eonsists of a card or board
provided with a single slot or groove ¢ « a,
counecting continuously the several positions,
excepting that of pitcher, which the respect-
ive members of a base-ball nine will occupy
when they take their places upon the. ball-
field at the beginning of a game and the po-
sition at the rear of the home-plate which the
nine “at the bat” may be supposed to oc-
cupy, and a supplemental or branch groove
connecting the home-plate with the pltchel S
position, Wlthln this groove are placed at
hap-hazard through a slot D, connecting there-
with at theside of the card,a series of double-
headed buttons, which are to represent the
several members of the nine, and including
an umpire, if desired. The groovein the card
is only sufficiently large to admit the shank
of the button, while the heads project over
upon the card and prevent the buttons from
falling out or being removed, excepting
through the said slot at the side of the card.
These buttons cannot hechanged in the rela-
tive sequence of their positions in the con-
tinuous groove except by placing the one or
two which it is desired tochangein the branch
groove leading to the pitcher’s position, and
’nhen any number of the others may be moved
past the end of the said branch groove and
those within it can be moved 1uto the series
of buttons in the continuous groove when de-
sired.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a plan
view of the form of the groove which I make
in the card; Fig. 2, a sectional view on line
x 2 of the groove to be madein a thick board
and having a button within it. Fig. 3isa
button in elevation.

The semicircular groove at the bottom, let-
tered from “8,” at the left, around to “P,” at
the right, I call the position occupied by the
players before starting to take their positions
in the field,
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first take position at the home-plate to bat.

U indicates the umpire.

The others “R F,” right field, 3 B,” third
base, &c., will be readily under stood withou
‘further explan&tlon by every one conversant
with this game.

The posmom to be taken by the players
in the field are indicated by similar letters,
or figures and letters, at various locations
along the greove in the card, and the prob-
lem is to move the buttons along the groove
until each one bearing a certain designation
is placed opposite the position in the groove
having the same designation. For instance,
“R F”is the position at the extreme upper
end of the groove, to-the right, and the first
thingtobe doneistogetthe button bearing the
same letters “R F” into that right-field posi-
tion. To accomplish this, all of the buttons
preceding the one marked “R F” must be
moved forward past the entrance to the
branch groove ¢, leading to “P,” the pitcher’s
position, and the button “RE” moved into this
branch groove. Then allof the buttons which
| have been thus moved forward must be
moved back past the end of the branch groove
until the button “RF” can be placed in the
continuous groove in advance of all the others,
and, as will now be readily seen, it can he
moved along the groove to the extreme posi-
tion “R F.” The same manipulation must be
followed with the rest of the buttons until
the sequence of their relative positions has
been so changed as to bring them into the
reverse order of “R F,” “( F,” “, F,” «“a B,”
“S 8,” &e., and the button bearing each of
these designations has been placed at the po-
sition in the groove having a corresponding
designation. After this is accomplished the
buttons should then be returned to the semi-
circular groove at the bottom of the card in
the order of the designations along its margin.

I have illustrated a groove having a con-
tinuous course from the catcher’s position to
the home-plate, thence to the right, around
the bases to the third base, as being the
course which the player takes in runningthe
bases, and from there to the left field, and
thence to the right field; but the same re-

S indicates the striker or player whois to
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sult would be obtained if the course of the
continuous groove were reversed—that is,
from the home-plate to the third base, thence
around to the first base, and thence to the
right field, and make the left-field position
the extreme limit of the groove; or, the con-
tinuous groove might run to the pitcher’s
position, thence to either the first or third
base, and thence around, as before indicated,
and have a short branch groove at the posi-
tion of theshort-stop “SS,” therequirementof
the puzzle being that there should be a single
continuous groove connecting all of the po-
sitions, excepting one, and a short branch
groove leading from the continuous groove to
that single isolated position. However, I

consider the form and course of the groove
indicated in the drawings the most desirable,
and it may be made by cuttinga slot entirely
through a thin card or board, or by making
an inverted-f -shaped groove in a board,
Fig. 2, of sufficient thickness to accomodate
it.  With this construction one head of each

422,388

button slides in the lateral portion of the
groove, while the other head projects over
the face of the board.

The entrance d to the groove should be
closed in any suitable manner, as by gluing
a strip into or across the opening.

I claim— v

A puzzle consisting of a board whereon the
several positions of two contesting ball-nines
are indicated, ali of which positions, exeept-
ing one, are connected by a continuous slot
or groove, and the said excepted position con-
nected with the continuous slot by a branch
slot, and a series of pinsor buttons combined
with said slotted board, and severally desig-
nated to correspond, respectively, with the
said several positions thereon, substantially
as described. .

JAMES II. FLANAGAN.

Witnesses:

W. W. JACQUES,
EDpwARD FITZGERALD.
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