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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY E. MERENESS, OF ALBANY, NEW YORK.

CARRIAGE-APRON SUPPORT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 422,428, dated March 4, 1890.
Application filed October 9,1889. Serial No, 326,484, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY E. MERENESS,
of the city of Albany, county of Albany, and
State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Carriage-Apron Support, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to a suppert for the
apron or weather-guard used on buggies, car-
riages, or other vehicles; and the objects of
my invention are to. provide an adjustable,
sliding, detachable,and cheap device, notonly
for supporting such apron, but also for the
lowering or raising the inner edge of such
apron, as may be desired. T attain these ob-
jects by the mechanism illustrated in the ae-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a buggy
with an apron held to one of the bows of the
top by my improvement. Fig. 2 is an en-
larged side view of part of one of the bows of
the top of the carriage with the apron-sup-
Fig. 3 is a rear view
of such bow and support. Fig. 4 is an en-
larged transverse sectional plan view of the
apron-support and carriage-bow, taken in the
line D « in Fig. 3. Fig. 51is a side view illus-
trating a modified construction of the apron-
support and part of said carriage-bow. Iig.
6 is a side view of either the support or car-
riage-bow, showing a series of hooks placed
Figs. 7 and 9 are plan
views of modified forms of the hook, showing

‘different means of attachment thereof. to

either the rod of the support or the carriage-

bow. Fig.8is a plan view of an eye some-

times used by me either upon the support-
ing-rod or the carriage-bow instead of the
hook shown in some of the other figures.
Figs. 10, 11, and 12 are cross-sectional views
of a part of either said hook or eye, showing
different manners of construction and attach-
ment to eithersaid supporting-rod or carriage-
bow.:

Similarletters refer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views.

In the drawings, A represents a support-
ing-rod, upon which is fitted a slide orbox B,
to which is fixed either a hook or eye C (',
Opposite the hook or eyeis threaded into the
slide or box a thumb or set screw D). The
supporting - rod is preferably constructed
with a lengthwise groove a, into which the

set-screw D passes, and whereby when the
serew i3 loosened a little to allow the slide
B to be adjusted vertically on the rod, the
end of the screw by being inserted into the
groove will prevent the turning of the slide
on the rod, and consequently will hold the
hook or eye in its proper position to be easily
engaged by or to the apron.

Brackets or cleats E E, into which theends
of the rod A are fitted, provide a means for
connecting the rod A to the bow F of the ve-
hicle-top by screwsor bolts e, passing through
said brackets or cleats into the bow. -

The rod A may, instead of having the re-
movable brackets or cleats, be constructed so
that its opposite ends are bent to form con-
nections by either screws or bolts to the car-
riage-bows.

Fig. 1 of the drawings shows that one of
the supports is attached to the carriage-top
bow at each side, preferably the middle bow,
and the apron, after being passed over the
dash-board and allowed to hang down at each
side of the carriage, i3 caught by grommet
holes or eyelets in it, or by hooks attached to
it, over or upon or into the sliding hooks or
eyes C of the two supports.

By simply loosening the set-screw D the
apron may be easily and quickly adjusted as
to its height at its inner part by sliding the
slide B up or down on the rod A and fasten-
ing the set-screw in the new position occu-
pied by the slide or box.

I am not restricted to the use of a round
rod and a set-screw for holding the slide, as
Fig. 5 of the drawings shows that I may use
arod A’ of round or square cross-sectional
form and provided with a rack o’ and aslide
B’, having an eye ¢, and also provided with
a spring-pawl D’, which is adapted to engage
the rod-rack ¢’,and may easily be disengaged
therefrom to allow the slide with its eye to
be adjusted vertically on the rod for corre-
spondingly adjusting the inner part of the
carriage-apron, which in this case will be pro-
vided with hooks engaging the eyes of the
slide.

Tam not restricted to the use of the sup-
porting-rod, because I may use the slides or
boxes with their accompanying hook or eye
directly upon the carriage-bow, and a series
of such slides or boxes with their hooks or
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eyes may be placed upon a single carriage-
bow.

I am not restricted to any particular style
or construction of the sliding boxes or means
of fastening the same to either the support-
ing-rod or the carriage-how, for, as shown in
TFig. 7, the box may be made in halves and
the parts joined together by scerews or rivets,
or, as shown in Figs. §, 9, 10, 11, and 12, the
box may be made in one piece and placed
upon such supporting-rod or carriage-bow
and held thereon by either the thumb-serew,
bolt and nut, screws, or rivets. In fact, any
well-known means may be used to hold a
slide or box to orin its place on either the
supporting-rod or carriage-bow.

I am not limited in the use of the apron-
support to bows of folding tops of vehicles;
but the same may be applied to any saitable
standard or support on any other vehicle to
hold one endorside of a weather-guard apron.

The lengthwise groove « in the rod as
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, may be dispensed with,
as the frictional contact of the thumb-secrew
with the rod will be sufficient to hold theslide
or box in its proper place and prevent the
same being turned.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to procure by Letters Pat-
ent, ig—

1. A weather-apron support consisting of
a rod attached to a standard of any vehicle
and a slide or box fitted adjustably on such
rod and adapted for the connection of such
apron, substantially as herein deseribed.

2. A weather-apron support consisting of
a rod attached to a standard of any vehicle
and a slide or hox fitted adjustably on such

rod and.provided with a hook or eye for the
connection of said apron to said slide or box,
substantially as herein described.

3. A weather-apron support consisting of
a rod attached to a standard of any vehicle
and a slide or box fitted adjustably on such
rod and provided with a hook or eye for the
connection of said apron to said slide or box,
and the means for holding such slide upon
said rod, substantially as herein set forth.

4. A weather-apron support consisting of
a rod attached to a standard of any vehicle
and provided with a lengthwise groove, a
slide or box fitted adjustably on such rod and
provided with a hook or eye for the connec-
tion of said apron to said slide or box, and a
set-screw threaded into said slide and adapted
to hold the slide to the rod and to enter its
groove to prevent the turning of the slide
when the screw is loosened, substantially as
described.

5. A series of slides or boxes with their ac-
companying hooks or eyesloosely fitted to and
held in position by any means upon a sup-
porting-rod attached to a standard of any ve-
hicle for the support of a weather-apron, sub-
stantially as herein described.

6. A series of slides or boxes with their ac-
companying hooks or eyes loosely fitted to
and held in position by any means upon a
standard of any vehicle for the support of a
weather - apron, substantially as herein de-
seribed.

1. . MERENESS.

Witnesses:
(. 5. WARNER,
MARK COHN.
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