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To ali whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CiciILE PUECH, (née
Laure,) of Mazamet, Tarn, France, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in the

‘Process of Separating Fur, &e., from the Skins

of Rabbits and other Animals, of which the
following is a specification. N

This invention is thesubject of Letters Pat-
ent in France, No. 196,243, dated IFebruary
22,1889, and of certificate of addition thereto,
dated April 17,1889,and of Letters Patentin
Belgium, No. 86,686, dated June 18, 1889,

My invention relates to a process for the
removal of the fur from waste (or other)
pieces of rabbit-skins and other skins of a
similar kind, such process consisting, essen-
tially, of the following operations: first, boil-
ing the pieces of skin while the fur is still
on;j then, after the completion of the boiling,
desiccating the same, so that the skin is de-
prived of its gelatine and moisture, and, lastly,
crushing the dried pieces, so as to reduce the
pieces of skin to powder. )

For carrying out this process in the most

favorable manner, so as to effect the perfect
separation of the skin and fur without dete-.

riorating the latter, the following mode of
operating is employed: The waste pieces of
rabbit-skins, &e., are generally derived from
the sking that have béen tanned, and hence
it is impossible to swell them inorder to open
the pores, and thus enable the fur to be re-
moved, The known process of heating in
heaps by fermentation or by means of steam
is entirely without affect on these tanned
pieces, and for this reason I have invented
the process of destroying the skin or leather
for the purpose of separating the fur there-
from. This is done by effectually boiling the
pieces in water, whereby the albumen and
gelatine constituents are entirely removed
from the leather,in consequence of which it
shrinks and hardens, but is deprived of its
cohesive strength. After the boiling process
is completed the pieces are washed, if neces-
sary, to cleanse the wool, and they are then
desiceated, whereby the leather becomes brit-
tle and falls into powder under pressure.
The desiceation of the pieces should Dbe. ef-
fected at-a sufficiently low temperature—say

from 70° to 85° centigrade—in order that the
wool may not be deteriorated. The drying
may be effected in a great-variety of known
ways—such as, for instance, by placing the
pieces upon a traveling web of wire-gauze
heated by steam or hot air, the material be-
ing turned over from time to time by means
of rakes in order that the drying may be uni-
form and thorough. The dried leather hav-
ing thus beecome brittle, asimple erushing op-
eration, effected by meaus of stamps or crush-
ing-eylinders, will be sutficient to reduce it to
powder, thereby liberating the whole of the
wool. In order that the crushing may be ef-
fected under the most favorable circum-
stances, it is expedient to carry it out as soon
as the material issues from the desiccating
apparatus and while it is still very hot. The
leather is then very brittle and is easily re-
duced to powder. If, however, the leather is
allowed to cool, it absorbs moisture from the
atmosphere and, becoming thereby softened.
is less easily pulverized.

The material as it is delivered from the
crushing apparatus is sifted or bolted, there-
by separating the dust from the wool, which
assumes & silky appearance. The leather
powdermay be used for agricultural purposes

T am aware that prior to my invention it has
been proposed to treat waste pieces of fur in
order to save the fur, hair, or woolly fibers, in
an alkaline or acid bath in order to weaken the
union between the skin and the fut, hair, or
woolly fiber, then to remove the latter by sub-
jecting thewaste pieces to the action of crush-
ing or reducing rolls, which reduces the waste
pieces to small fragments, and finally to pass
these small fragments through a machine
which removesthefibersfrom theskin. Myim-
proved process is materially different from
this prior method, in that a hot-water bath is
employed, which brings the skin to a pulver-
izable condition, no acid or alkali being em-
ployed, in that the skin with the fibers still

‘on is then heated and dried, (desiccated,) in

that the skin while hot and dry is then sub-
jected to crushing, and in that the final sepa-
ration is effected by sifting. My entire method
ig thus directed to the skin, and it separates
the skin from the wool or hair rather than
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the wool or hair from the skin. The wool or
hair is thus obtained of full length, and it is
in no wise weakened or torn.

I elaim as my invention—

1. The herein-described process of separat-
ing wool from skins, which consists in first
boiling the skins in water; second, desiccating
the boiled skins; third, reducing the boiled
and dried skins to a powder, and, finally, sift-
ing the powdered skin from the wool.

2. The herein-described process of separat-
ing wool from skins, which consists in first

422,627

boiling the skinsin water; second, desiceating
the boiled skinsin the presence of heat; third,
reducing the boiled and dried skins while yet
hot to a powder, and, finally, sifting the pow-
dered skin from the wool.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses.

CECILE PUECH, (NEE LAURE.)

Witnesses:

B. LorexNz,
LfioN MoNODY.
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