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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, THEODOR SCHWENCKE,
of the city, county, and State of New York, a
citizen of the United States, have invented
5 ‘certain new and useful Impr ovements in Fold-
ing Tables, of which the tollow ingisa speol-
ﬁG&thl’l
This invention relates to improvements in
that class of tables in which the legs can be
1o folded against the underside of the top plate
to pelmlt of storing a large number of tables
in a very small space; and the object of my
invention istoprovide a table. of this kind in
which the legs can be folded or erected for
15 use very readﬂy, and in which the legs are
held securely in place when folded and are
also held firmly and rigidly when the table is
erected. :
The invention consists in the construction
20 and combination of parts and details, as will
© - be fully described and set forth hereinafter,
and finally pointed out in the claim.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side view of my improved folding table, the
25 same being erected, parts being b1 oken out
and others in section. Fig. 2.is a plan view
- of the under side of the table, the legs at one
end being folded and at the other end erected
and shown partly in section.. Fig. 3 is a lon-
. 30 gitudinal vertical sectional view of one end
part of the table, the legs being folded.
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.
To the under side of the top plate A the
35 transverse rails B B are secured a short dis-
tance from each end. The legs Caresecured
to a cross-piece D, which is hinged at its in-
ner edge to the under side of the top plate in
such a manner that the legs can swing in-
40 ward-—that is, toward the center of the top
plate—and so that when the legs are erected
‘the outer edge of the cross-piece D will rest
against the inner edge of the rail B. The
‘cross-piece D is provided in its inner edge
45 with the recess E, the ends of which are ad-
jacent to the legs C, and at each end of said
recess a brace It is pivoted or hinged, which
braces are of such thickness that when folded
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in the recesses E their outer faces will be

flush with theinner face or edge of the cross-
piece D. Each brace F is pr ovided in its
swinging end with the noteh H,forming a top
and bottom tongue H’ and H2 the bottom
tongues H? being adapted to rest against the
bottom edge of the transverse rail J, seeured
to the under side of the top plate A, and the
other tongues H’ being adapted to pass info
notches K in the rail J. A button M is piv-
oted on the under side of the rail B, and is
adapted to pass into a slot O or recess in the
cross-piece D when the legs are erected, or to
pass into a notech P in the top edge ot the
cross-piece D when the legs are folded

The two legs at each end of the table are
preferably united by a-cross piece or brace R,
for the purpose of stiffening them.

When the legs are folded, the braces F rest
in the recesses E in. the inner edges of the
cross-piece D, the legs rest against the under
side of the top plate, and the buttons M rest
in the notches P, thereby 1ooking the'legs in
place. When thie legs are in this position,
they do not project beyond the side rails S
of the table-top plate, thus permitting of stor-
ing a great number of tables in a very small
space. When the table is to he erected, the
legs are swung into position at right angles
to the table-top plate and the braces F swung
outward, so that their free ends rest against
the rails J,and the buttons M are swung into
the slots O in the cross-pieces D. The legs
are thus securely locked in place when the
table is erected for use, as the- braces F are
applied near the legs, which are thus held se-
curely and rigidly.

Havingthusdescribed my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

In a folding table, the oomblnatlon, with a

table top plate having cross-pieces hinged to
the under side of the same at each end, each
cross-piece being provided with a slot and
with a recess, a leo“ secured to each end of
each cross-piece, two “braces pivoted in the
recesses of each cross-piece near the outer
ends of the cross-pieces, fixed transverse rails
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on the under side of the table-top plate, In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
against which rails the free ends of the braces | myinvention I have signed my name in pres-
can be rested, a fixed transverse rail adjacent | ence of two subseribing witnesses.

to each hinged cross-piece, and a button piv- THEODOR SCHWENCKE.
oted to each of said rails for the purpose of Witnesses:
locking the legs either when erected or folded, OscAR F. GUNz,

substantially as set forth. MARTIN PETRY. .



