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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM H. CROW, OF MARK CENTRE, OHIO.

'FODDER-FORK.

SPECIFICA'I‘ION forming part of Letters Patent No, 422,922, dated March il, 1890.
Application filed January 17, 1890, Serial No, 337,268, (No model.)

To all whomv it may concerm:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaAM H. CROW, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mark
Centre, in the county of Defiance and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Fork
for Handling Fodder, of which the following
is a specification.

This invention has relation to a fork for
handling fodder, and among the objects in
view are to provide a fork for the above pur-
pose adapted to conveniently handle fodder,
to cut the binder, and prevent the engage-
ment of any of the fodder-stock during the
operation of handling.

* A further object of the inverntion is to con-
struct such a deviee in a convenient and sim-
ple manner and at a minimum cost of manu-
facture.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be particularly pointed
out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
perspective of a fodder-fork construected in
accordance with my invention.” Fig. 2 is a
similar view of the fork or tine detached from
the handle and the crescent-shaped cutter
removed. Fig. 8 is a detail view of the band
or binder eutter.

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

The tine 1 is tapered toward ifs extremity
and is preferably cylindrical in shape, and at
its base 2 is square, and beyond the same is
provided with a shank 3, adapted to be in-
serted in a socket formed in the handle 4,
which is of the usual construction and pro-
vided with an ordinary ferrule 5. The end
of the shank is provided with a perforation
6, through which in the handle is inserted
a bolt 7, through the medivm of which and
the construction just deseribed a most rigid
connection is effected between the tine and
handle.

The base 2 of the handle is provided with
a rectangular recess 8, formed transversely

. through the same, and in this recess and ex-

tending at each side of the base is a crescent-
shaped cutter 9, the inner edge of which is
®

ground to form a cutting-edge 10, the cut-
ting-edge extending to near the ferminals or
points of the crescent, which, however, is left
unground, forming guard-shoulders 11.

The manner of connecting the cutter with
the tine is as follows: A straight or circular
piece of metal of a size fitting the rectangu-
lar opening in the base of the tineis inserted
therein, and,if not previously bent, is curved
to a crescent shape, after which the upper
face of the cutter is ground to form a cut-
ting-edge, the grinding extending to near the
ends, leaving the blunt points or guard-shoul-
ders before mentioned.

The cutter, it will be observed, may readily
be inserted under the binder or band of a
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shock, and by a slight twist of the fork the .

band ig severed and the fodder handled by the
forkinthesamemannerasby an ordinaryhay-
fork. By reason of the taper given the tine
any shock of fodder into which the fork is
plunged will be easily disconnected there-
from when the contents of the fork are tossed,
as will be most readily understood.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is— ‘

1. The herein-described fork, comprising
a central tapered curved tfine provided with
an opening at its base and a curved knife
mounted in the opening and projecting at
each side of the tine, substantially as speci-
fied. :

-2, The herein-described fork, comprising
a central tapered eurved tine terminating in
a point and provided with an opening in its
base, and a transversely-disposed crescent-
shaped knife mounted in the opening and
extending at each side of the tine and termi-
nating at its ends in guard-shoulders, sub-
stantially as specified.

3. The herein-described fork, congsisting of
central curved tapered tine terminating in
rear of its base in a perforated shank and
having its base provided with a rectangular

opening, a knife mounted in the opening.

and extending at each side of the tine and
terminating in guard-shoulders, anda handle
having a socket for the reception of the tines,
and a bolt passed through the handle and
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the perforation in the tine, substautially as
specified. ‘
4. The herein-described fork, comprising
a central tapered curved tine and provided
5 with a transverse-curved knife at the head of
the tine and projecting on each side thereof,
as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

’ - WILLIAM H. CROW.

‘Witnesses: ’

FrANK L. FORLOW,
HELEN WOLFORD.




