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To all whomy it may concern:

Be it known that I, JaAmEs W. BROOX, of
Lynchburg, in the county of Campbell and
State of Virginia, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Molds for Ice-Blocks,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention is an improved mold for form-

ing ice-blocks intended, especially, for usein’

ice-houses in which a number of ice blocks or
sections are united to form ice posts or cores,
and water is applied to such ice postsor cores
and frozen thereon either by natural or artifi-
cial cold, the apparatus by which the said ice-
posts are supported and water applied thereto
being not claimed herein, but forming the sub-
ject-matter of a separate application for pat-
ent filed by me of even date herewith.

The present invention relates to the molds
for forming the said sections; and it consists
in certain improved constructions and com-

+ binations of parts, as will be hereinafter de-

seribed, and pointed out in the claims.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical sec-

" tion, and Fig. 2 a transverse section, of my
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improved mold. Fig.31is a detail view of the
body-piece of the mold. Fig. 4 is a detail
view of the socket-forming piece or section;
and Tig. 5 isa detail view of the tenon-form-
ing piece or section, all of which will be de-
scribed. :

The body or main portion A of the mold is
formed, preferably, of thin metal bent into
the desired cross-sectional shape, forming in
the construction shown a tapered expansible
body-piece and having its adjacent or meet-
ing edges detached, so that the body-piece
may be readily expanded to free it from the
ice block or section which may be frozen
therein, I alsotaper the mold longitudinally
to further facilitate its removal from the ice-
block, and also to facilitate the removal of the
tenon and socket forming sections, presently
described.

The socket-forming piece or section Bis fit-
ted to be inserted removably in thelarge end
or base of the body-piece A, and is formed to
act as a plug to close said end, being provided
with a core-like piece or stem b, which pro-
jects longitudinally into the body-piece, and
in practice forms a socket in one end of the
ice block or section frozen in theinold., The

tenon-forming section C ig fitted to the small

end of the mold-body, and is formed with a
socket ¢, which in practice forms a tenon on
the end of the ice-block. In practice it is
preferred to extend the socket ¢ entirely
through the section C to form an inlet for the
water to be frozen. When these sections or
pieces B and C are inserted in the body-piece
A, they are held in position by the clamping-
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rings D D, fitted over and pressed down on

the tapering body-piece.

Aftericehascommenced toformin the mold
the clamping-rings may be removed to per-
mit the expansion of the body-piece when so
desired. .

In the construction shown the edges of the
plate forming the body A are lapped oneupon
the other; but it is manifest that while such

construction is preferred I do not desire tobe

limited in the broad features of my inven-
tion, as the said edges might be slightly sep-
arated without involving a departure from
some of the broad features, as will be under-
stood.

Now, when the parts are in the position
shown in Fig. 1, and water is flowed into or
otherwise supplied to the mold and the latter
issubjected to cold, eithernatural or artificial,
the water will be frozen in said mold and will
take the shape of the interior thereof, The
ice-block so formed will have a socket in one
end, resulting from the core-piece b, and a
tenon or stem on its opposite end, resulting
from the socket ¢. The socket ¢ and core b
may be slightly tapered and are formed of
the same size, so that several blocks formed
in the same mold may be united to form a
post orlong body of ice by fitting the tenon on
one end of one of such blocks into the socket
of the next block, as will be readily under-
stood. :

Tt is obvious that the molds may be usedin
upright position or lying on one side, the wa-
ter to be frozen being properly supplied.

By the described mold the ice-blocks may
be quickly formed in short sections, which can

‘then be quickly united to form a firm post of

the desired length.
Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new ig— ’ ‘
1. A mold for ice-blocks, consisting of the
body-piece, the socket-forming piece,and the
tenon-forming piece, such pieces being fitted
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removably‘in said body-piece, the tenon-form-
ing piece proj jecting but a short distance into
the body-piece, whereby the central portion
of the ice-block will be solid, substantially as
set forth.

2. The improved mold for ice-blocks, sub-
stantially as herein deseribed, consisting of
the tubular body piece or portion, the piece

B, fitted in and adapted to close one end of

such body-piece and provided on its inner
side with the stem-like portion b, projecting
a short distance into the body-piece, the piece
C,fitted in the opposite end of the body-piece
and having an opening orsocket ¢, formed ‘en-
tirely throu@h it and adapted toadmit water
to the mold and to. form a tenon on the end of

the ice-block, all substantially as. descmbed.‘

whereby Watel flowed into said mold may be
frozen into. a solid ice-block having in one end

a socket and at its opposite end a tenon-hke'

projection,. substantlally as and for the pur-
poses set forth.

3..In a mold subst&ntlally as descrlbed the
combination, with the expanmble body piece,

of the tenon and socket forming pieces fitted | ;

remoyably in,, its.opposite ends, and a clamp-

ing ring or rings fitted on said body-piece, the
tenon-formmg piece being arranged to termi-
nate short of the socket-formlno" piece, where-
by the frozen block will have a solid center
or intermediate portion, substantially as set
forth.

© 4. As an article of manufacture, the mold
for ice-blocks, substantially as described, con-
sisting of the body-piece formed of a plate of
meftal bent into approximately tubular form
with its adjacent edges lapped one upon the
other and tapered from end to end, the sec-

| tion B, fitted into the base of said body-plece

and’ formed with a-core b, extending but a

short distance into the body—plece, the section-

C,fitted into the smaller end of the body-piece
and “having, a socket or_opening ¢, and the

' ring or rings fitted -on_said: body-plece, sub-

stantlally as set forth..

: The abovée spemﬁcdtlon of .my invention
swned bv me in the. presence of fwo. sub%cub- '

mg wltnesses
: JAMES W..BROOK,.

i Witnesses:, o o h

: P. B. TURPIN, .

i Sorow C. KEMON,,
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