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UNITED STATES

HORACE 8. MORAN,

PAaTENT OFFICE.

OF ALEDO, TEXAS.

WIRE FENCE.
. SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 428,336, dated Maxr ch 11, 1890.
Application filed July 22,1889, Serial No, 318,286, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HORACE S. MORAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Aledo,
in the county of Parker and State of Texas,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Wire Fences, of Wthh the following is a
specification.

My invention relates to wire fencing; and it
congsists in the construction and combination
of devices hereinafter described and claimed,
whereby the wire eables can be conveniently
and freely supported at suitable points by
means of spirally-coiled suspension-loops at-
tached to certain fence-posts,so that while se-
curely braced to remain in position the wire
cable will not be subjected to chafing or other
injury.

Figurelis a view of a section of wire fence
embodying my improvements. TFig.2isaview
of my fence-wire clamp or grip. Tig. 3isa
sectional view of the same,showing it setinto
a post. Fig.4is aviewof the wire- eable ~sup-
porting 1oop.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates the end or corner posts at opposite
ends of a line of fencing, and 2 designates
posts that are set into the ground adjacent to
the end or corner posts. Between the posts
2, and at any suitable or desirable distances
apart, are set any number of posts 3, accord-
ing to the length of fencing. These posts 3
may be placed long distances apart.

The corner-posts 1 are provided at suitable
heights from the ground with holes 4, bored
through said postsin the direction of the line
of fence. These holes are bored at the points
where it is desired to place the wire cables 5,
which may be of any suitable make, either
barbed. or not, as preferred.

To the outer side of each corner-post 1,
either in or over the holes 4,are attached my
fence-wire clamps 6, which may be made of
malleable iron or other suitable metal. Each
wire-clamp 6 consists of a base-plate 7, that
may be either circular or rectangular, as pre-
ferred, and which is provided with a central
perforation 8 for passage of the wire eable.
From the face of the plate 7, below the perfo-
ration 8, projects afixed lug 9, that partly over-
laps said perforation. The face of the plate
7 is also provided with a lug 10,supporting a

transversely-arranged pivot-pin 11, on which
a cam-faced dog 12 is mounted. The oppos-
ing faces of the fixed lug 9 and swinging dog
1‘? are %ellated, as shown to seemely grip and
clamp the wire cable, and thus hold it from

tension on the wire serves to tighten the grip
of the clamp.

The wire-clamps 6 may be secured to the
posts by inserting them in the holes 4, or in
mortises surrounding one end, of said holes;

or the base-plate of the clamp may be secured

directly against the side of the post and over
the hole therein through which the wire cable
is be passed. The wire cables, being passed
through the holes 4 of the posts and through
the clamps 6, are drawn taut, and then se-
curely anchored by the grip of the serrated
lugs 9 and dogs 10 bearing thereon. Besides
attaching the clamps 6 to the end or corner
posts, they should also be provided at suitable
intermediate peints on some of the posts. 3,
wherever it is desirable to provide meang for
tighteningthe cables. In long lines of fenc-
ing stretchan-statmns should be established
at convenient points, where posts should be
bored and fitted with wire-clamps 6, as at
the corner-posts, for the purpose from time
to time of taking up slack in the wire cables
and keeping them taut, for on this depends
the efficiency of wire fencing. Teo such in-
termediate posts as are not provided with
wire-clamps, I attach wire loops 13 for re-
ceiving and holding the wire cables in posi:
tion. These loops 13 are preferably made of
strap-iron, though any other suitable mate-
rial may be employed. Each loop consists of
8 spirally-coiled strap of such length as to
form a single diagonal loop or ring of the de-
sired diameter to admit the free play of a
wire cable even when furnished with barbs,
the ends of the strap being inclined in oppo-
site directions to form diagonal attaching-
arms 14, as shown.
rated at their ends for passage of nails or
screws, and are so arranged as to come in
proper position for attaching them to the
front of a fence-post, thus forming a loop or
circle of sufficient diameter to allow anykind
of barbed wire to pass freely throughit when
in position.

The arms 14 are perfo-
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At suitable intervals I may arrange verti-
cal stays 15 to brace the wire cables.

Between the corner-posts 1 and adjacent
posts 2, I prefer to arrange diagonal braces
16, the pointed ends of which are set in
notches or mortises formed in said posts; and
I may also connect the tops of the posts 2
with the lower parts of the corner-posts 1 by
means of cables 17 or other bracing devices.

By referring to Fig. 4 it will be seen that
the edges of the splrally-coﬂed loops 13 are
1)eveled or bent slightly outward, thus pre-
venting barbs from catching in the loop and
pulhncr it off or out of posmon when the ca-
bles are stretched or subjected to strain. It
will thus be seen that these loops afford a free
suspension for the cables, so that they can be
readily tightened and the slack taken up by
means of the clamping devices before de-
scribed, without -any liability of exerting
strain on the suspension-loops 18, through
which the cables can pass freely in either di-
rection even when provided with barbs. The
oblique direction of the spirally-coiled loop
13 with relation to its attaching-arms 14
serves to brace the device laterally in either
direction, and the loop being somewhat open
or apart at. its back readily admits the wire
cable after being strefched and before the
loop is secured in position. It will be ob-
served that when the loop is in place it affords
a permanent free suspension for the ecable
with ample room for its vertical and longi-
tudinal play therein, and without liability “of
displacement,

By means of thé wire-tightening clanips 6,
to secure the cables permanently taut,and
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the diagonal or spirally-coiled loops 13, for
suspension purposes at intermediate points,
together with suitable stays at proper inter- 4o
vals, as shown, the fence-posts can be placed
at comparatively long distances apart with-
out detriment to the strength or durability
of the fence, and I am thus able to construct
with fewer posts than usual a fence of the 45
greatest possible elasticity and firmness, in:
which the wire cables can be readily adjusted
and are better enabled to resist strains or in-

jury.
Having thus described my invention, What I 50

- claim ig—

1. In a wire fence, the combination, with
the fence-posts and wire cables, of the spi-
rally-coiled suspension-loops, each having a
diagonal central portion 13, provided with 55
beveled edges to prevent the fence-barbs
from catching on the loops, substantially as

| shown and described.

2. In a wire fence, the herein-described sus-
pension-loop; consisting of the spirally-twisted 6o
metal strap provided with the diagonally-
looped central portion 13 {o receive thewire
cable and having its ends 14 adapted for at-
tachment to a fence-post, the edges of said
cenftrallooped portion being beveled or turned 65
outward to prevent the fence-barbs from
catching thereon, substantially as desecribed.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

HORACE S. MORAN.
‘Witnesses: ’
WALTER S. FANT,
. WiLniam W. DAvIs.



