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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OSCAR STODDARD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at De-
troit, in the county of Wayne and State of
Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Key-Hole Guards for
Locks; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to-which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to the lettersof reference
marked thereon, which form & part of this

This invention relates to lock-case attach-
ments, and particularly to key-hole guards;
and it consists of double steel plates adapted
to slide transversely on parallel supports
within the lock-case as the key is inserted in
the lock, thus closing the opening of the key-
hole in the opposite side of the lock-case.

The object of the invention is to provide a
covering or guard for the key-hole, so as to
prevent the manipulation of the key or works
of the lock by the insertion of a tool or in-
strument into the lock through the key-hole
when the door is locked and the key left in
the lock, all of which will be fully hereinafter
set forth, and the essential features of the
device pointed out particularly in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a view
of a lock-case, the back plate being removed,
showing the guard-plates located therein.
Figs. 2, 3,"and 4 are details to be referred to.
Fig. 5 is a view in elevation of the sliding
guard-plates detached fromwr the lock., Fig. 6
is a view of the key, the end being broken
away, showing chamber therein.

As indicated in the drawings, A represents
the key; B B,the sliding guard-plates; D and
E, the lock-case, and / the key-hole therein.

The frame D of the lock-case at the side of
the key-hole thereof is provided with the
laterally-extending pin a. The flange D’ of
said caseon the opposite side of the key-hole
is provided with projecting rib «/, said pin
and rib extending entirely across the space
between the outer plates of the lock-case, as
shown in Figs. 1, 3, and 4, all of said parts

The guard-plates B are made of spring-
steel formed slightly concavo-convex, having
in their end portions the hole 0 and notch e;-
respectively. Saidplatesareplaced with-their
concaved faces together, the bearing being at
the ends of the plates, as shown in Figs. 1
and 2. The holes o and notches e in the end
of said plates register with each other. Said
holes o freely receive the pin' a, and the
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‘notehes ¢ fit loosely on the rib or bead .

(See Fig.1.) Said pin and rib form the sup-
ports on which the guard-plates slide back
and forth between the plates D and E of the
lock-case by the action of the key. The.
guard-plates B are also provided on their
outer orconvexed face withthestudsZ. Said
stud enters the chamber ¢ in the end of the
key when the key is inserted in the lock and
forms the support on which the inner end of
the key rotates in operating the bolt of the
lock; but when locking and unlocking the
door, as the wing of the key is turned, the
plates will spring together, allowing the key
to be freely turned, as shown by dotted lines
in Fig. 8, and operate the bolt of the lock.
The pin @ and rib or bead o’ should be lo-
cated at such distance from each other as
will allow the key to rotate or turn around
between them, and the sliding guard-plates
should be sufficiently large to completely
cover the key-hole in the case, as clearly
shown in Fig. 1, in which the dotted lines in-
dicate the key-hole covered by said plates. -
The operation is as follows: The parts be-

ing arranged as shown and described, and
the key being inserted in the lock from the -
left, (see Fig. 2,) the plates B will be foreced
against the inner face of the opposite part D
of the lock-case, covering the key-hole in said
part and holding the plates securely over
said key-hole while the key is turned in the
lock. ThestudZ, projectinginto the key-hole,
serves to guide the key when inserting it
from the opposite side. The plates B B
straighten as the key is forced into the lock,
and by their pressure said key is held in any
position within the lock-case at one side of
the key-hole, and when the key is turned so
as to register with the key-hole said plates
expel it from the lock. As the key is in-
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serted from the right, (see Fig. 3,) the plates
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- will slide baek; covering the key-hole in the
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opposite side of the lock-case, as before de-
seribed. ’

The view of Fig. 4 is a section on dotted
line of TFig. 1, showing the studs Z Z of the
spring-plates as they register with the key-
holes 4 & in the lock-case.

.From the drawings and foregoing deserip-
tion it will be apparent that when the door
is locked from the outside and the key left
turned in the lock the guard-plates will be
firmly held against the outer key-hole open-
ing, completely closing said opening and ren-
dering impossible access to the key or works
of the loek from the outside through the key-
hole. .

Having thus fully set forth my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

In combination with a lock-case and its
key-hole, horizontal supports crossing said
lock-caseinternally and a set of curved spring-
metal plates loosely mounted on the crossing
supports and having on their outer faces a
stem adapted to receive the end of a key, said
spring-plates adapted to be moved from side
to side of the lock by the insertion of the key
and to hold the key when turned within the
lock at one side of the key-hole, as and for the
purposes specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

i 'OSCAR STODDARD.

Witnesses:
- E. S. WHEELER,
R. B. WHEELER.
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