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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatT, GEORGE HENRY Brown,
acitizen of the United States, residing at Ports-
mouth, in the county of Norfolk and State of
Virginia, have invented a new and useful
Berry-Basket, of which the followingisa speei-
fication. v

The invention relates to improvements in
berry-baskets. ‘

Heretofore berry-baskets have been con-
structed with the sides and bottom composed
of pieces of veneer crossed in the middle to
provide a seamless bottom; but difficulty has
been experienced with these baskets and simi-
lar ones having a number of edges in keep-
ing the fruit from being bruised.

The object of the present invention is to
obviate the above objection and prevent the
berries being cut by the edges of the veneer
composing the basket.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts, hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claim hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a berry-basket constructed in accord-
ance with this invention. Fig. 2isa central
vertical sectional view. Fig. 3is aplan view
of the veneer forming the bottom and sides
of the basket. Tig.41sa horizontal sectional
view on the line x « of Fig. 2.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
by letter, A designates a berry-basket con-
sisting of two blanks A’ of veneer, which are
crossed to provide ends ¢ beyond the bottom
turned up to form the sides, which are bulged
laterally until their upper edges or tops are
curved, and they are secured together and
their curved form preserved by strips or
bands B, which are fastened by ecentrally-dis-
posed and vertically-arranged wire staples ¢
around the upper edge of the basketupon the
inside and outside thereof. The sides ¢ of
the basket are provided with vertical venti-
lating-glits «’, which enable the sides to be

bulged with facility, and ave formed by knife-
cuts when the material is green. The basket
is made and all the vertical edges of the ven-
tilating-slits ave turned out while the wood is
green, as shown at e in Fig. 4, and it is then
allowed todry, and theshrinkage of the wood,
when formed and confined by the strips or
bands B and the vertically-arianged wire sta-
ples, prevents the veneer uncurling, and thus
tends to preserve the berries from bruises
and to afford a perfect vent. The vertical
edges do not curl so well when the vents are
sawed in or pieces are cut out of the veneer.
The corners of the basket A are rounded and
the sides bulged, and. when the baskets are
packed in a crate they crowd one another,
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and their rounded corners and bulging sides

give them a certain amount of spring, which
malkes them fit tightly in the crate and break
the jars caused by rough handling. This
bulging of the sides ¢ is facilitated by the
ventilating-slits ¢’ and the manner of secur-
ing the bands B, the wire staples ¢ being one
on each side of the ventilating-slits and pass-

ing through the wood vertically, in order not

to retard the curving of the side or the slight
curling of the edges of the slits.

What I claim is—

ADerry-baskethaving rounded corners and
bulging sides and composed of two similar
pieces of veneer crossed at the bottom and
having their ends turned up to form the sides
of the basket, and split at the sides to pro-
vide vents, said pieces of veneer having all
the vertical edges of the ventilating - slits
turned outward, and bands secured to the top
of the basket on each side of the veneer, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE HENRY BROWN.
Witnesses:
WILLIAM ZIEGENHAIN,
JNO. BENNETT.
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