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OGDEN P. LETCHWORTII, OF BUFFALO, NEW YORK.
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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, OGDEN P. LETCHW ORTH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Buf-
falo, in the county of Erie and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Horse- Collar Fasteners, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to the eouplings or
fastenings which are employed for connect-
ing together the separable ends of divided
horse-collars; and the object of theinvention
is the production of a cheap and simple fast-
ening which permits the ends of the horse-
collar to be readily connected and discon-
nected.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a fragmentary bottom view of a horse-collar
provided with my improved fastening. Fig.
2 is a longitudinal section thereof. Iig. 3 is
a side view of the parts of the fastening de-
tached from the collar. Fig. 4 is a detached
view of the parts of the fastening viewed
from the side opposite to that shownin Fig. 1.

Like letters of reference refer to like parts
in the several figures.

A A represent the adjacent ends of the
horse-collar, and B B’ are the coupling-plates,
secured, respectively, to the end portions of
the collar. These coupling-plates are pref-
erably V-shaped in cross-section and seated
in the cavity between the roll and the body
of the collar.

C representsaconnecting-link pivoted atits
inner end to one of the coupling-plates, near
theend thereof, and extendingacross the joint
hetween the two plates when the same are
fastened together. This connecting-link is
pivoted to the coupling-plate by a transverse
pin or bolt passing through perforated ears
formed on the plate and a perforated knuckle
formed at the inner end.of the link, as shown.

Disalocking-lever pivoted at its inner end
between two lugs or ears formed at the ounter
end of the connecting-link C. This lever is
provided at its inner end witha camd, whichis
adapted to engage behind a projecting rib or
lng e, arranged at the end of the opposing
coupling-plate, as clearly represented in Fig.
2. The inner side of this rib is preferably
recesssed or undercut, asshown in said figure,
to form a more secure seat for the cam of the
locking-lever. The locking-leveris provided

at its free end with a curved cross-bar f,
which rests against the outer face of the coup-
ling-plate when the cam is engaged in the re-
cess of the rib e, and the locking-leveris held
in this position by the hame-strap connecting
the lower ends of the hames. The endsof the
cross-bar f are bent outwardly to form hooks
which embrace the edges of the hames and as-
sist in holding the hames in place upon the
collar and prevent it from being drawn over
the roll of the collar by a forward pullon the
hames. The coupling-plates are preferably
provided withsimilarretaining-hooksg. One
of the coupling-plates is provided at its outer
end with a tenon or projection # and the other
coupling-plate with a recessor seat 7/, formed
between the face of the plate and the knuckle
of thelink C, which recess receives said tenon.
The two plates are firmly interlocked by the
recess and tenon, thereby retaining the ends
of the horse-collar in proper alignment.

1 is a loop formed on one of the coupling-
plates for holding the lower end of the mar-
tingale-strap when the ends of the collar are
separated. The ends of the collar are united
by bringing the same together and interlock-
ing their tenon and recess, swinging the con-
necting-link across the joint between the
coupling-plates by means of the locking-le-
ver, o as to engage the cam of the lever be-
hind the rib of the opposing coupling-plate,
and then pressing the lever inwardly against
the adjacent coupling-plate. In moving the
locking-lever inwardly its cam is caused to
draw the coupling-plates toward each other,
thereby firmly connecting the plates together.
When the hames are secured in place upon
the collar, the strap connecting the lower ends
of the hames holds the locking-lever in place
and prevents the sections of the collar from
being separated. The ends of the collar are
readily separated by disconnecting the lower
hame-straps and swinging the locking-lever
with the connecting-link outwardly, as shown
in Fig. 3.

I claim as my invention—

1. A borse-collar fastening consisting of a
coupling-plate secured to one end of a horse-
collar and provided with a transverse rib or
projection, a coupling-plate secured to the
opposing end of the horse-collar and provided
with a connecting-link adapted to extend
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across the joint: between the plates, and a
locking-lever pivoted to the outer end of said
link:and having a cam adapted to engage be-
hind the transverse rib or projection of the
opposing .coupling-plate, substantially as set
forth. '

2. A horse-collar fastening consisting of a
coupling-plate secured to one endof a horse-
collar and provided with a tenon and a trans-
verse rib or projection, a:coupling-plate se-
cured to the opposing end of the horse-col-
lar and provided with a recess for receiving
the: tenon of the. opposite coupling-plate, a

link ‘pivoted to the plate and adapted to ex-
tend across the joint between the plates, and
a. locking-lever: pivoted to:the outer end of
said link and having a-cam adapted to en-
gage behind the transverse lug of the oppos-
ing plate, substantially as set forth.

1890.

OGDEN P. LETCHWORTII.

Witnesses:
Epwin P. SEARS,
ALBERT F. WIEDRICH.
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Witness my hand this 6th day of June; 2o




