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UNITED STATES

PateEnT OFFICE.

TITOMAS W. GAINES, JR.,, OF CLARKSVILLE, TEXAS.

FACING-SLIP AND LABEL HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 454,341, dated June 16, 1891.
Application filed January 17,1891, Rerial No, 378,148, (No model)

To all whom it may conceriv:

Be it known that I, THOMAS W. GAINES, Jr.,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Clarksville, in the county of Red River and
State of T'exas, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Facing-Slip and La-
bel Holders; and I do declare the following
tobe a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in theart towhich it appertains to make and
use the same.

This invention has relation to improve-
ments in facing-slip and label holders to Le
used by mailing and postal clerks.

The object of the invention is to facilitate
the handling of mail-matter by providing a
convenient and readily-accessible means in
applying the facing-slipstopackages of mail-
matter and to adapt such holders for place-
ment with respect to a case or letter-box as
to always have such slips and labels with the
receptacle containing the letters to receive a
slip corresponding with such mail-matter.
Thus the holder will contain a label-indica-
tion of the point of destination and also a
facing slip or slips to the postmaster at such
point, and the whole will be attached to the
box or compartment of a case containing the
mail for the point corresponding with such
label and slip.

Theinvention will be fully understood from
the following deseription and claims when
taken in connection with the annexed draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a small
case with two of my improved devices in po-
sition to show their application. Fig. 2 is a
perspective view of-one of the slip and label
holders removed from the case, and Fig. 3 is
a sectional detail view of one of the holders
and also the case to which it is attached.

Referring by letter tosaid drawings, A indi-
cates a case, which forms no partof theinven-
tion, but which is here shown for the purpose
of better illustrating my improvements and
their application to a letter box or holder.

B indicates a holder for the facing-slips to
be used. This holder is preferably made of
tin or other sheet metal, and, while I have
shown it as of a general rectangular form, it
is obvious that it may be made in other suit-

able shapes, according to the shapes of the ar-
tieles which it is designed to hold and the po-
gition it is to be placed in. This holder has
a bottom ¢ and the three vertical walls b, the
front wall being omitted, so as to leave an
open front ¢ for the insertion and removal of
the facing-slips or other articles contained
therein, and the forward edge of bottom @ of
said holder-has a cut-out portion dto permit
the thumb or finger to be conveniently
placed beneath the package of slips to re-
move one or more therefrom.

As a clamp or other means for fastening
the box or holder to a letter box or case, I
provide a loop on each of the side walls b, the
upper branch of the loops being arranged at a
height sufficiently above the upper edges of
said side walls as to receive between them
the wall of the box or case to which it is to be
attached. TIfor the sake of cheapness I form
these attaching devices from wire, and in ap-
plying them I take a piece of wire of suffi-
cient length to form a loop C with approxi-
mately parallel branches and seeure the free
end of the lower branch to the outer rear side
of the side walls b by solder or other suitable
means, as shown ate. Thevertical branches
f of these loops are extended slightly beyond
the forward end of the holder B, and the up-
per branches of the wire, which are directed
rearwardly, are arranged at a sufficient alti-
tude above the upper edge of the side walls of
the holder to permit the reception of the wall
of a letter box or case to which said holders
areto beattached. Thesewiresbeing allowed
to spring will adapt themselves to box-walls
of different thicknesses and also render said
holders readily attachable and detachable.

D indicates the label-holder, which may be
of any ordinary construction, and is prefer-
ably composed of a strip of sheet-metal se-
cured at its rear side to the vertical branches
Js of wire, and has its face provided with lon-
gitudinal flanges or guides & to receive be-
tween them a suitable label E.

‘While I have shown my improvement ap-
plied to the top wall of a letter-box, yet it is
obvious that it may be applied to the side
walls, and when used on mail-boxes, as in
cars, the wire will allow the holder to be at-
tached to the slanting orinelined wall. These
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devices may be manufactured at a very smal
expense and can be used in any place where
a label-holder and receptacle for paper or
other articles are desired to be kept in con-
nection.

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. The combination, with a box or recepta-
cle adapted to contain cards or slips, of a
clamp or the like for securing said holder to
one of the walls of aletter-box, substantially
as specified. _

2. The improved facing - slip and label
holder described, consisting of the holder B3,
having anopen front, the wire-attaching arms
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secured at one end to the side walls of the
holder, and the label-holder D, also secured
to the wire for attaching the whole to the
wall of a letter-box, substantially as specified.

3. A slip or card holder for letter-boxes,
consisting of a box or receptacle having an
open front, and wire loops adapted to em-
brace one of the walls of a letter-box and se-
cured at one end to the card or slip holder,
substantially as specified.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses. _

THOMAS W. GAINES; Jr.

Witnesses:
J. W. STANLEY,
N. B. PATTON,
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