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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WALLACE, WHITE GOULD, OF BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO
WARNER BROTHERS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

CORSET.
SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 454,469, dated June 23, 1891.
Application filed January 6,1891, Serial No.376,887, (No model.)

Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WALLACE WHITE
GOULD, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ingat Bridgeport, Fairfield county, Connecti-
cut, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Corsets, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

Itis common in the manufacture of corsets
to make each section from a number of lon-
gitudinal strips and to impart the desired
fullness at different portions by the use of
strips of varying widths, and also by the em-
ployment of intermediate gore-pieces or darts
shorter than the strips, the strips or strips
and gore-pieces having edges more or less
curved.

‘The manufacture of corsets from stripsex-
tending the whole or a part of the length of
the corset and having opposite curved or ir-
regularly-shaped edges that must be con-
nected together is attended with many objec-
tions-—as, for instance, the liability of the
pieces to wrinkle or pucker, the necessity of
employing skilled labor in order to secure
neatseams, the time required to properly con-
nect the parts,and the expense resulling from
cutting irvegular forms from the cloth. In
that class of corsets in which overlying strips
with pockets for cords orribsare placed upon
the body-section it is common in some in-
stances to secure said overlying pieces or
strips to the body portion after the sections
constituting the latter have been sewed to-
gether, which necessitates nice manipulation
and adjustment of the parts, requiring skilled
labor and involving an objectionable loss of
time and expense.

My invention consists in means for avoid-
ing the objections incident to the ordinary
methods of manufacture, as fully set forth
hereinafter, and as illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating
a corset constructed in accordance with my
improvements. Fig. 2 is a plan showing the
forms of the different sections constituting
one half of the corset-body. Fig. 3 represents
in section on the line 3 3, Fig. 2, the different
sections composing the otherhalf of the corset-
body.

In the manuafacture of corsets I make use

| of a suitable number of sections AB CD E

of varying width, so as to impart the desired
fullness to the corset at the proper pointwith-
out the use of gores or darts; but instead of
makiug the said sections or the greater por-
tion thereof each with both of the sides or
edges curved I soconstructsaid sections that
the curved or irregular edge x of one section
will meet and be united to the adjacent
straight edge of the next section. By thus
construecting the sections so that the curved
or waved edge of one section is united to a
straight edge of the other section I secure
many advantages. In the first place thereis
a great saving of cloth, resulting from the
fact that atleast one edge of nearly every sec-
tion can be cut without loss upon a straight
line, which may be the edge of the cloth or
one of the edges of another section, thereby
avoiding the waste which is inevitable when
both edges of each section are curved or ir-
regular. In the second place the straight
edge of one section can be united to the ir-
regular edge of the next section with less ma-
nipulation and less loss of time than when
two irregular edges must be brought together,
and the union is effected without in the least
puckering or injuring the fabric of either sec-
tion, so that comparatively unskilled labor
may be employed in uniting the parts and
the article is produced at a much lower cost
than would otherwise be possible.

The sections A and B constitute what are
known as the “bust-sections,” and as the
edges of these two sections are united along
the straight line 4 the bust-fullness is im-
parted by a single seam which runs perpen-
dicularly, instead of being twisted and out of
line, impairing the appearance of the corset.

In order to avoid the objections incident to
applying the overlying strips to the body of
the corset after the sections are sewed to-
gether, T secare each overlying strip I to one
of the sections before the latter are united,
the overlying strip being arranged with its
edge parallel to the straight edge of the seec-
tion. The overlying strips are cut from a
continuous strip or piece, the edges of which
are turned in to make folds 7, the strips being
then cutintosections of proper length and the
edgeof eachsectionof the corset-body towhich
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the strip Iis to be applied is turned in at the
outer face to makea fold ¢’. ' :'The strip I, with
its fold downward, is then applied to one of
the sections of the corset with its folded edge
parallel to the folded edge of the corset-sec-
tion, and the strip and the section beneath
are sewed together by lines of stitehing 1,2,
and 3, and upon intermediate cords, ribs, or
bones, if necessary, said lines of stitching be-
ing sewed either simultaneously or, plefer-
ably in succession. After the lines of stitch-
ing1; 2, and 8 have been formed the:curved
edge 2 of each section'is introduced between
theinfolded edges of the adjacentsection and
its overlying strip, and the parts are sewed
together by an additional line of stitching 4,
passing through the infolded edges and the
section between them, thereby unmnd all: of
the sections and forming the half- body of the
corset, with the exeeptmn of the eyelet and
hook-pieces, which are applied thereafter, as
usual, in. & manner not necessary to describe.

Oneof the results of the means of construe-
tion above described is the saving of time in
folding the edges,inasmuch as the edges of the
overlyingstripsare folded by machinery. One
edge of each section is not folded at all, while
the edge which is folded is a. straight edge
that can be turned in by a folding device or
by hand with certainty, rapidity, and precis-
ion, and without any wrinkling of ‘the mate-
rial.

Inasmuch as the application of the overly-
ing strips I to the separate sections before
uniting them prevents the application of a
continuous zone to the body portion, I pro-
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vide for such zone by the use of separate sec-
tions or pieces «, b, and ¢, which are stitched
to the respective sections C D E prior to ap-
plying the overlying strips I,- and which
strengthen the body of the corset above the
hip in the same manner as the ordinary zone.
The making of the zone of separate sections
or pieces is attended with a further advan-
tage of a great saving in cutting over what is
possible where the zone is made of a continu-
ous piece having curved edges.
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While Thave described a particular method -

of uniting the' sections, which is desirable
when overlying pieces are employed, I do not
limit myself to sueh method, as the said
edges may be joined in any c;mtable or desir-
able manner.

It will also ‘be evident that'my invention
may be used in connection with corsets of sin-
gle or double thickness.

Without limiting myself to the precise con-
struetion and -arrangement of -parts shown
and described, I cla1m——~

A corset CODSIStlD(" of sections having
straight and curved ed ges; as set forth, where-
by in the:completed corset the etmwht edge
of each ‘section is joined to the adjacent
curved edge of the next section, substantially
as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WALLACE WHITE GOULD

Witnesses:

GEO. S. HiLy,
ALBERT .J. MIDDLEBROOK,
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