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To all whom it may concern: that has its edges “ogee ” curved, said plate

Be it known that I, HERSCHEL FENTON, of | being suitably widened forwardly and aper-

New York city, in the county and State of | tured in semicivcular form, the straight front
New York, have invented a new and useful | edge of this aperture d forming the inner gg

5 Banjo Tail-Piece, of which the following is a | edge of the cross-bar e of the tail-piece. The

full, clear, and exact description. cross-bar e, whereon the strings g are secured,

The objeet of this invention is to provide | has a series of properly-spaced perforations

a tail-piece for a banjo which will afford | 7 formed in it, which holes are of a size that
means to strain the strings in conjunction | will allow the strings to be readily inserted, 6o

1o with the keys, holding the strings off of the | and are cupped on their front edges. As

head-skin, and also furnishing means tocon- | shown in FFig. 2, the cross-bar ¢ is of greater

nect the strings to the cross-bar of the tail- | thickness than the plate ¢ it is formed upon,

piece in a manner that will avoid chafing of | and is mainly eylindrical in cross-section, the
the strings and thusinerease their durability. | perforations % having such a relative posi- Gs

15 To these ends my invention consistsin the | tion that their lower surfaces will merge into

congtruction and combination of parts, as is | or be tangential to the curved periphery of

hereinafter described and claimed. the eross-bar’s depending eylindrical portion

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying | ¢/, and thus avoid any angular corners that
drawings, forming a part of this specification, | would cut the strings which lic upon the 70

zo in which similar letters of reference indicate | rear and lower surface of the cross-bar, hav-

corresponding parts in all the views. ing their knotted ends ¢’ engaged with the

Figure 1 is a plan view of a banjo-head | cupped fronl edges of the perforations 7.

broken, with the improvement in place, en- | The plate ¢ is bent at a right angle to pro-
gaging strings shown broken. Tig. 2 is a | duce a depending limb at ¢/, which limb has 45

25 longitudinal sectionof the banjo-head broken | its lower corner that is adjacent to the hoop

and the improvement in place on said head, | C rounded, so as to permit a rocking move-

taken on the line 2 in Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a | ment of the tail-piece D upon the upper edge

detached perspective view of the improved | of the hoop, the rounded corner ¢*rolling
tail-piece. ' upon the outer face of the hoop when the 8o

30 Itisof importance for thepurity of tonein a | tail-piece is rocked.

banjo that a contact of the tail-piece and By the provision of the depending limb ¢’

strings of the instrument with the head-skin | and the curvature of its lower inner corner

be avoided, which, if properly effected, in- | ¢* a proper degree of vibration is afforded
creases the resonantpower of the banjo. The | when the lug / is drawn upon, the surface of 8y

35 device which is the subject of this invention | contact between the limb and the hoop C

accomplishes the desideratum mentioned in | serving to steady the tail-piece and prevent

an efficient manner, as will be explained. lateral swerving of the same, asits inner sur-
The banjo-head is constructed in any well- | faceis of a shape that will adapt it to have a
approved manner, consisting, essentially, of | bearing its full width on the hoop. go

40 an annular body A and head-skin B, that is On the exterior surface of the depending
stretched npon the body by a hoop C, which | limb of the tail-piece a lug 71is formed, which
is seated npon a border-ring a. The latter- | projects in a plane parallel with the plate ¢
named piece is secured on the margin of the | having a proper length to admit the forma-
head-skin by wrapping and cementing the | tion of a vertical hole in it, said hole & (sec 95
-45 skin thereon, the hoop being held in place | Fig. 3) being preferably made square in con-
and clamped upon the border-ring « Dy the | tour to receive the square portion of a Dbolt
usual clamps b. ‘ L, that engages the Ing and then passes.
The tail-piece D is made of metal, prefer- | through a knob m on the screw-bolt m/,which
ably cast into form and given any suitable | is inserted through the body of the banjo- roc
so finish. Its form is clearly shown in Iig. 3, | head and engagesan extension-piece I of the
and, as indicated, consists of a flat plate ¢, 1 neck of the instrument. (Shown broken.)
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Upon the lower end of the bolt E a cap-nuto
is placed, which by its adjustment will rock
the tail-piece D a proper cdegree to elevate
the inner end of the fail-piece and prevent
5 the strings from resting upon the head-skin
B, the adjustment of the tail-piece being
altered, if necessary, when the hoop C is
clamped and given a lower position on the
body A to stretch the head-skin when thisis

1o needed.

Having thus described my invention,Iclaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— : .

1. A banjo tail-piecehaving a nearly eylin-
14 drical forward cross-bar provided with trans-
verse cupped perforations that conform with

the cylindrical lower portion of the cross-bar,
substantially as set forth.

2, The combination,- with the eclamping-
hoop of a banjo-head, of a tail-piece that is
adapted to rock upon the upper edge of said
hoop, having a depending rear limb eurved
on its inner lower corner that may rock on
the side of the hoop, and furnished with a
lug projected from the limb between the
curved edge thereof and its upper terminal,
which lug is apertured to receive an adjust-
ing-bolt, substantially as described.
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