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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, ROBERT G. J ORDAN, of
Woodbury, in the county of Gloucester and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
Improvements in Farniture-Casters, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention has reference to that class
of furniture-casters consisting of a tubular
socket adapted to receive a revolving pintle
or stem which is provided on its lower end
with a caster-wheel.

The invention consists in combining with
a tubularsocket having longitudinal ribs and
an upturned base spring-tongues to engage
the pintle and a bearing-disk for the same.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation, partly in section, of my im-
proved furniture-caster. TFig. 2 is a rear ele-
vation of the same. Tig. 3is a perspective
view of the same.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
tubular socket formed, by means of a die or
otherwise, of a single piece of sheet metal and
closed at its upper end. It is provided on
opposite sides with the longitudinal ribs a
and o', stamped therein and extending be-
yond the peripheral surface of the socket.
These ribs enter the wood as the socket is
driven therein and serve to prevent the same
from turning or working loose and also to
strengthen the socket. Thelowerend of the
socket flares outward, and then curves up-
ward a short distance, as plainly shown in
the drawings, thus forming a smooth curved
bearing - surface @? which, by sliding upon
the floor when the pintle is not in place,
greatly facilitates the removal of the furni-
ture from place to place. The upper edge of
this upwardly-curved portion is preferably
provided with serrations or teeth «?, so that
when the socket is driven in place the teeth
will enter the wood and securely bind the same.
The socket is further provided on opposite
sides and between the ribs « o/ with the up-
wardly and inwardly extending spring-
tongues ¢ and ¢*, formed integral therewith
by cutting around their upper ends. These

springs are construeted to bear on opposite
sides of a pintle B and beneath a globular
50 head b, formed on its upper end, and serves
to retain the pintle snugly in the socket, pre-

venting any wabbling, and at the same time
permitting it to turn freely therein.

To form a solid bearing for the upper end
of the pintle and to relieve the top of the
socket from undue strain, I provide the disk
U’, preferably of hard steel, and place the
same in the upper end of the socket and con-
tract the latter slightly below the disk to re-
tain it in place. By employing this disk the
tendency of the pintle to push through the
top of the thin socket is avoided, and conse-
quently T am not compelled to provide holes
of the exact shape and size of the socket,
which would otherwise be necéssary to afford
a solid bearing for the upper end of the pin-
tle 'and to prevent the same from being
punched through the socket.

The pintle is provided on its lower end with
the usual caster-wheel frame C, extending
horizontally therefrom, in which is mounted
the caster-wheel D on its horizontal axis d.

In order toreduce the friction of the pintle
in revolving in its socket and to assist in'sup-
porting the weight of the furniture, I have
provided the anti-friction roller or wheel E,
adapted to revolvein contact with the curved
bearing-surface «® of the socket,andarranged
in such manner that the weight of the furni-
ture will be supported vertically over the
axis of the caster- wheel. This roller is
mounted in the caster-frame C and revolves
on an axis e, located vertically above the axis
of the caster-wheel D. The peculiar location
of the roller with relation to the axis of the
caster-wheel throws the weight of the furni-
ture over and upon axis d, which relieves the
strain to which these parts are usually sub-
jected. It will be observed that the tendency
of the leg of the furniture to split from lat-
cral strains is also avoided.

I do not confine myself to the exact details
of construction herein shown for thus sup-
porting the weight of the furniture, as the
same may be variously modified without de-
parting from the limits of my invention.

It will be observed that my socket is drawn
from the solid metal without a seam or slit.
This isadvantageous, in that it may be made
from thin metal, which is readily worked in
dies and which produces highly - elastie
springs, while at the same time being without
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the seam it is free from any liability to split
or opern: under the lateral strain.
The employment of the bearing-plate 0’ in

the closed end is advantageous, in that the

bearing receives a firm and solid support
without the necessity of using heavy metal
for the body of the socket. _

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

In a furniture-caster, the sheet-metal tubu-
lar socket provided with the upwardly and
inwardly extending spring-tongues ¢®and at,
the longitudinal ribs @ ¢/, and the ontwardly

454,742

and upwardly curved base, in combination
with the pintle B, held in the socket by the 15
said springs, and the bearing-disk 0’,located
in the . upper end of said socket above the
pintle. :

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my
hand, this 14th day of January, 1889, in the 20
presence of two attesting witnesses.

ROBT. G. JORDAN.

Witnesses:
‘WM O. TOWNSEND,
FRANK BREWER.




